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Joe FUGATE: SOLDERING,
THE MODEL RAILROADERS'

AT AT
RATE THIS ARTICLE
STRUGGLE ...

WHEN IT COMES TO SOLDERING FEEDERS ON
model railroad flex track, one question often asked is how to
avoid melting the plastic ties in the process?

'The most common solution given has been to use a really hot iron,
then get in and get out fast. Your typical rosin core wire solder melts at
well over 400° F. Styrene plastic such as that used for flex track railroad
ties melt at around 400° F — and thus the problem!

Some bring up getting a nice resistance soldering station because
it excels at getting the spot to solder very hot very fast, allowing
you to attach the wire feeder before the ties have a chance to melt.

But have you priced a resistance soldering unit lately? The cheap ones
start at $250 and go up from there to well over $500 for a good one.
There has to be another option — and there is!

The secret is low temp non-lead solder — available either in sticks or
paste form. Today we have low temp solder that melts at ~275° F, well
below the 400° F melting temp of plastic ties. Here are some examples:

Low temp lead-free solder paste ($10, Amazon): a.co/d/017NumR
Low temp Tix solder, 20 sticks ($17, Amazon): a.co/d/06v0C6W

To take advantage of this lower temperature soldering, you do need to
get a temperature controlled soldering iron. Believe it or not, you can
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now get digital temperature-controlled soldering irons for just $30!
Here is one on Amazon that allows setting the temp from 194-896° F:

Temp controlled soldering iron ($30, Amazon): a.co/d/gHVy77G

As abonus, this soldering iron has an on/off switch in the handle
too! How many times have you forgotten and left your soldering iron
plugged in - I sure have! Why haven't they thought of this before?

This iron also comes with a brass wire cleaning sponge that works
much better than an old wet sponge for keeping the tip clean and
ready to go. Talk about one sweet iron for the price - it puts all my old
irons to shame.

If you want something a bit fancier, you can invest in a temperature
controlled soldering station for well under $100.

Temp controlled soldering station ($70, Amazon): a.co/d/6]LYHyH

Welcome to 21st century soldering!

1. This digital
temperature-
controlled solder-
ing iron can be
had on Amazon
for just $30. When
combined with
low temp sol-

der, melting flex

PRODUCT
PARAMETERS

Power: <65W
9.45

3 . %
inch Voltage: AC 110V+10% 50HZ

Adjustment Range: 194°F~896°F

track ties while
soldering feeders
becomes a thing
of the past. This
iron even includes
an on-off switch
on the handle -
what a concept!
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TEMP Display: LED digital display
Net Weight: 104g

TEMP Stability: +2°F

Operating TEMP: 32°F~104°F
Storage TEMP: -4°F~176°F
Storage Humidity: 35%~45%

Ground Resistance: <20
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AT AT
RATE THIS ARTICLE

Jim Six How weLL po vou
KNOW YOUR LIMITATIONS? ...

LAST MONTH WE TALKED ABOUT WHAT IS
“good enough.” Once you have considered and thought about
that, you probably should next think about what your limita-
tions are, before setting standards for good enough.

Like it or not, we all have limitations. When Joe Fugate first
suggested that we name this column “The Limited Modeler™ I
wasn't totally sure what he meant. It has been several months
now, and I believe I get it. This column is about modeling
within the limitations we each have.

If not, I suspect we each would have a large basement-filling
layout that is detailed to the nth degree and stocked with the
finest locomotives and rolling stock. While not sure about you,

I know that will never happen for me.

SO WHAT ARE YOUR LIMITATIONS?

What kind of limitations are we talking about? I will tell you, for
me it's anything that gets in the way of accomplishing my dreams.

» DOING MORE WITH LESS

REGISTER
(free)
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Time is one. Whether you are young, middle-aged, or old like me,
time is a serious limitation. When I was young I liked to say that
I either had the time to do what I wanted but no money to do it,
or that I had the money but not enough time.

That is a roundabout way of saying that most of us need a job to pay
for our needs and our hobbies. For decades I worked not 40 hours
per week, but more likely than not 60 hours or more per week.

I remember that while working during a refuel outage at the
Perry Nuclear Power Plant that I had no days off from the middle
of August through the middle of November. This took place dur-
ing my prime years in model railroading. Needless to say, plant
refuel outages seriously limited my hobby time.

—

N

X

1. Perry Nuclear Power Plant, North Perry, Ohio.
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Time limits us in other ways. I turned 70 this past August.  am
old and getting older. This means that the “time” I have left to
build model railroads and model trains is growing short.

When I was 20 I thought that age 50 was near the end of life!
When I was 50 I just started to think about old age. Now that I've
reached 70 I realize that I cannot keep up the pace that I could 20
or 30 years ago.

The other day I was applying locomotive numbers to the cab side of
my latest steam locomotive. I struggled to see the decal numbers on
the Microscale decal sheet. That was an eye opener (both literally
and figuratively) for me. I never had this problem in past years.

In this sense, time has not been kind to me. [ know that more
and more physical limitations will set in as I age. Sigh .. ..

PLENTY OF LIMITATIONS TO GO AROUND

There are all sorts of limitations including but certainly not
limited to time, money, space, skills, resource information, help
from others, and so on. All of these limitations affect what we
each decide is good enough. Even if you have plenty of time for
your hobby, I will wager that you do not have an abundance of
space to build your dream layout.

Many of us have no place to build a layout — none at all. Should
you live in a one-bedroom apartment you probably won't be
building a layout there.

Space is the limitation that I hear voiced most often. Everyone
wishes that they had more space. Wish in one hand. .. and you
probably know the rest of the saying!

While my layout room is larger than what most people have, I
have learned something important. Even though I have the space

‘ MRHMAG.COM REGISTER
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for a nice-sized layout, my other limitations force me to down-
size the amount of space that I am using for the layout.

I recognize that time will not allow me to fill the available space
with layout. Nor am I willing to redirect finances to pay for a
larger layout, which segues to the next limitation.

THOUGHTS ON COST LIMITATIONS

Here [ am also limited financially. Retirement gives me plenty of
hobby time, but it also limits the funds that I have to spend on
model railroading,

There was a lengthy discussion on the MRH forum a while back
about the cost of the hobby. There were lots of complaints and
opinions on the cost of our hobby being too high. It was put for-
ward that many people simply cannot afford to get started in the
hobby. At least, they believe that the cost is a limiting factor that
stops them before they get started.

Other model railroaders have been accumulating locomotives,
freight cars and other hobby items for years so that when they
retire they will not have to worry about hobby start-up costs.
The problem with that method of “spreading out costs” is that
by the time you get started on the layout, much of your stock of
locomotives and rolling stock is 20 years old and quite possibly
outdated. So it’s a gamble.

The “cost factor” has limited what freight cars I buy. I self-limit
the cost of any freight car to no more than $20, on the average.
That is total cost including base model, metal wheelsets, Kadee
couplers, and any parts, paints, and decals that I may apply.

To do this, I have all but abandoned using ready-to-roll freight
cars. None are truly ready-to-roll anyway. When installing
couplers, my coupler standard is Kadee #153 short-shank scale
couplers. [ will not use larger Kadee or other couplers.

9 SUBSCRIBE INDEX

TABLE OF CONTENTS >



https://model-railroad-hobbyist.com/magazine/running-extra
http://model-railroad-hobbyist.com/user/register
http://mrhmag.com

THE LIMITED MODELER | 5

To assist in limiting my freight car costs I frequent train shows
looking for deals. I have also set my freight car standard to using
Accurail kits. Today, 90 percent of my “fleet” is Accurail. And I am
damned proud of it.

SELF-LIMITATION

This brings up another limitation: “self-limitation.” In order to
manage my hobby, I have limited several aspects of what I do. For
instance, setting my freight car standards at Accurail levels of price,
detail and quality is a big help in limiting how much I spend.

However, this does not limit the quality of my rolling stock to any
degree that would bother me. Three of the four freight cars in this
photo [2] are Accurail with no changes other than installing Kadee

THE LIMITED MODELER | 6

couplers and applying weathering. On the layout, do they appear
inferior to expensive ready-to-run or resin kit cars? I rest my case.

Another limit I have imposed on myself is to reduce the size of the
layout from a maximum of 52 x 12" of available space to a 24'x 12'
layout. This will allow me to complete the layout before checking out
of this life.

Most of my friends have debated this move with me. Only Tom
Johnson has supported me on this decision. Tom has a completed
layout. It is limited in size, and it is awesome. Again, refer to [2].

Probably a bigger self-imposed limit is that my layout is a one-town
layout and not one of multiple towns. This means that I do not need
a “crew” of people to operate.

This can be and often is a contentious topic. I don't like operating
with large crews. To me, more
than two or three people, four at

‘ MRHMAG.COM REngiI;ER
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the most, is a large crew.

I have been to operating ses-
sions where a dozen people are
needed to operate the layout.

I seriously dislike large groups
of operators. I have Asperger’s
Syndrome, and Asperger’s
people typically do not function
well in groups. That's me!

I only need to operate one local
freight train, bring it into town,
switch the industries, then

return to staging. This takes me

2. My train on Tom Johnson'’s
layout.
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anywhere from an hour to three hours, depending on how many cars
I add to the switch list.

On the other hand, my layout has the New York Central and the
Pennsylvania paralleling one another through town. This means that
I can operate with two local freight trains.

I get really ambitious and have two or three friends to operate
with, I can add a coal train and a couple of local passenger trains.
That’s five trains. Having a one-town layout does not have to mean
you can't operate multiple trains. You can!

I do not need dozens of locomotives like many model railroaders
do. I only need two or three locomotives per railroad — the NYC and
PRR. Nor do I need hundreds of freight cars.

A full-blown operating session includes a local freight for each 3. Broadway Limited USRA light Pacific detailed to match an
railroad along with the coal train to the power plant. Not to be over- NYC class K3-q.

looked, each railroad can run a passenger train in each direction,

one northbound and one southbound.

Fortunately, my two favorite railroads are the New York Central and
the Pennsylvania. These two are well-represented by what is avail-
able now or has been offered in the past.

As you can see, self-limiting what you do does not have to mean
you are limiting the amount of fun to be realized from operating
your layout.

There are lots of Broadway Limited Pennsylvania steam locomotives.
AVAILABILITY OF MODELS Broadway and others have also offered New York Central steam

engines, and the NYC had a lot of USRA steam locomotives.

Another limitation that we all need to consider is availability of
needed models. Hmmm . .. I model the year 1927, which means In fact, many railroads had USRA steam engines or locomotives that
steam locomotives, no diesels. were very similar. Refer to photo 3. In total, I have four NYC and four
PRR locomotives for my layout. Do I really need eight locomotives?

No doubt, modeling with steam power will limit the choice of rail- No, but eight falls within my self-imposed limit!

roads that can be easily modeled. I would like to model the Illinois

Central, but there are not enough available IC steam locomotives. Many railroads are not well represented by available steam locomo-

tive models. This means that unless you model the Pennsy or the
In fact, other than some older brass models, I believe there are none. Central, you will not be able to buy a locomotive and place it on the
This is true for many railroads that were in operation before WWIL track and still represent your favorite railroad.
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You may have to kitbash or scratchbuild motive power. There

is another consideration. You may not have the knowledge,

skills, tools, or experience to do so. Dare I point out that most of
today’s model railroaders lack the ability to build their own steam
locomotives?

Even if they have the skills, kitbashing and/or scratchbuilding will
encroach on your limited time.

AGING EYESIGHT

Eyesight problems can limit our modeling. This problem has caught
up with me and brings up a real question. I used to add all sorts of
small detail to my models when my eyesight was good.

Today I struggle to see much of it. So why bother adding so much
detail? This is one reason that I have lowered my detail standards. I
limit it to what I can see.

Optivisors are not the answer. I cannot see myself wearing an
Optivisor during an operating session to see and appreciate
fine detail.

NNNNNNNNNNNN

4. Broadway Limited PRR class I11sa 2-10-0 with only weather-
ing added.
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5. The Optivisor.
Internet photo

What may be a solution to poor eyesight is to change scale, in my
case from HO to S scale or maybe even O scale. However changing to
a larger scale makes worse the problem of not having enough space
to build the layout you want.

Moving away from HO scale imposes another limitation, the avail-
ability or models and modeling items. No scale comes close to offer-
ing the range of models and modeling items that are available for
HO scale. Ain't even close.

Changing to S or O brings up a whole new set of limitations. You will
have to do a lot more kitbashing and scratchbuilding for starters. I
will stay with HO until the end, one way or another.

While there are limitations for all of us in our modeling, we can
almost always deal with our limitations to some level or another. In
my case, my layout has a NYC and a PRR line that parallel each other
north/south through Sturgis, Michigan.

As already pointed out, the PRR is arguably the easiest steam era rail-
road to model. The NYC, while not as simple, is still very doable. The
New York Central’s 194 class H6 USRA Mikados primarily worked the
“lines west,” that is, the lines west of Cleveland, Ohio.

9 SUBSCRIBE INDEX
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Modeling the NYC in Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, and Michigan is simple
when it comes to freight power. Plenty of passenger power is avail-
able for the NYC, including Hudsons, Mohawks, and Niagaras.

The NYC pretty much left their USRA H6 Mikes alone when it came
to details and appliances. The railroad found the USRA Mikado loco-
motive so good that modification was not called for. Other railroads
did the same.

So, it is no wonder that several manufacturers have offered USRA
Mikados. It is a “high sale” item. I have both Trix and Broadway
Limited USRA Mikes on my layout. They are great, reliable perform-
ers that look good when weathered.

MANAGING YOUR LIMITATIONS

Here is an example of how I manage my limitations [6]. The scene
is only 24" deep from fascia to backdrop. I use photo backdrops
with my own photographs to manage any lack of “depth” of my
shelf layout.

- o

&, ‘ MC T
£ x T,

6. Re-detailed Trix USRA Mike.
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I also use Scenic Express SuperTrees that I made smaller than scale
to place in the background near and up against the photo backdrop.
This provides a forced perspective that photographs well and looks
great to my operators and visitors. These methods go a long way in
managing my limited space.

The locomotive in [6] is a Trix Mike that I re-detailed to match the
one NYC USRA Mike that was fitted with an Elesco feedwater heater,
Commonwealth trailing truck, and booster engine. I removed the
coal bunker extension on the tender that was not on the NYC USRA
Mikes back in the 1920s.

For a NYC modeler, the USRA Mikes make it easy to model the rail-
road’s power.

What I am getting at is — you do not have to be afraid to model the
steam era, or the Midwest, where there are no mountains to limit the
depth of the views on your layout. There are many steam locomo-
tive models to work with. Photo backdrops will take care of the view
depth on your layout.

A shelflayout will reduce the need for structures and scenery. Both
will push your time limits and your financial resources.

It is common for model railroaders to believe modeling the pre-
WWII years is “freight car limited.” That is, there may not be enough
freight cars to work with. Listen to me. That could not be further
from the truth. Pre-WWII freight cars are available ready-to-roll
from Atlas and other companies.

Shake-the box kits are available from Accurail. See [7]. They have a
large selection of early freight cars to work with, several good cars
dating all the way back to about 1900. Other makes sell a plethora of
resin freight car kits representing the pre-WWII years.

My freight car fleet is centered around Accurail, with some Bowser
and resin models included. I model 1927 and all bases are covered.
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Here is an Accurail shake-the-box kit [7] with only two changes. This [8] shows a Walthers RTR caboose on which I did some
One, I installed Kadee #153 short-shank scale couplers. Two, I minor work. The hopper is a Bowser kit; I removed a circle key-
weathered it. stone to accurately represent 1927. These models are simple to

do and will not stretch your limits much at all.

Look at this local freight train rolling into Sturgis [9] on the
Michigan Central Pumpkinvine Branch between Goshen,
Indiana and Battle Creek, Michigan (my layout). This scene
demonstrates that a narrow shelf layout can provide plenty of
depth in your scenes.

A bench layout costs much more to construct than a shelf layout,
needs more scenery and more structures, which can be a lot
more money.

BECOMING A LIMITED MODELER

7. Accurail gondola with weathering. Should you too be a limited modeler? I have a few rules that I follow,
which might interest you.

8. Simple, quick-to-do models. 9. More simple, quick-to-do models.
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Over my years as a model railroader I have arrived at these rules limitations and as a result attempt more than is possible with

to help control my impulsive buying: their personal limitations. Think real hard about this one.

1. If you don’t need it, don’t buy it. !

Why spend precious money on things that you don’t need? LET'S Discuss IT

Determine what you need and don’t buy anything else. Following these simple rules will go a long way in keeping you out of
2. When in doubt, don’t. trouble and I believe it will lead to the fun and satisfaction that we
How many times have you asked yourself “should I or shouldn’t want and deserve in our hobby.

I?” If you are asking that question, then you should not make the

I encourage you to discuss this with me and others on the MRH
purchase. Go home and think about it some more. gey

Forum. See you there!
3. Pick a year, and not a window of time to model.
It should be obvious to you that the larger the time window you

try to model, the more things you will need. Keep it narrow. ==
oo VIEw READER
4. Keep the layout design simple. COMMMENTS

Complexity calls for more time and more models, Keep it simple
and you will need less.

5. Do it just once.
This is another way to say, “do it right the first time.” Rework costs
money. It can be a backbreaker that will kill your motivation.

6. Stay the course.
Once you make up your mind about what to model, stick to it.
I have changed my mind so many times over the years that I do

not have a finished layout. Every time I have changed my mind, U Seé our cu Sto (11]

it has seriously cost me. Don't do it! Learn from the mistakes of

others (like me). You will not live long enough to make all the Goog Ie sea rCh on the

mistakes yourself.

7. Use shake-the-box freight car kits as th f fleet. - -
[Fyou ate a layout gy youlor' need a large fleet of superde- MRH website to find
u u
topics of interest

tailed freight cars. Most of the detail will not be noticed while
operating the layout. Don't easily dismiss this fact.

8. Don’t start building a layout you cannot afford or complete.
This is the “big one.” This rule addresses what I see as the big-
gest problem in our hobby. People simply do not accept their

CLICK TO FIND OUT MORE
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GETTING

column H
WHAT MIKE ROSE DID WHEN Ao Shosho Ao she
HIS BASEMENT JUST WASN'T BIG RATE THIS ARTICLE

ENOUGH FOR HIS PROTOTYPE
LAYOUT ...

REGULAR READERS OF MY COLUMNS MIGHT
recall my efforts over the years to wring the maximum space
out of my basement in order to have more space for the layout.
The original effort some 25 years or more ago involved building
another structure to house my workshop and my office adjacent
to the walk-out basement side of the house.

Subsequent efforts involved the consolidation and relocation of
various utilities — like my well filters and air conditioning - to
the point that pretty much every inch of the basement that could
be used for the layout finally is now in use for that purpose.

But is it ever enough?

Indeed, how much layout is too much layout? I have at least two
friends with larger basements than mine. As I discovered ever
more about my prototype, I realized while I may well be satisfied
with the rebuilt and scenicked portions of my layout, I had basi-
cally modeled a single track line that meandered along a river.

» MODELING REAL RAILROADS AND WHAT THEY DO

‘ MRHMAG.COM REngiI;ER
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Where it connected at its southern point (Pittston Jct.) opened
up into a fascinating labyrinth of track involving multiple rail-
roads and shortlines. If only there were a way to include that, Id
have my cake and eat it too! And who doesn't want that?

Planning resulted in me biting the bullet and connecting the
walk-out part of the basement to the office/workshop building
with a fairly major addition.

“How hard can it be?” I thought. “It’s two walls and a roof!”

1. Here's my starting point. The driveway people (whom

| haven't seen since, and am still waiting for their return)
stripped the pavement in the area where construction was
to commence. You enter the basement for op sessions at
the first set of green double doors on the right. The second
set of double green doors on the right, to the rear, open to
the oil tank room. Keep that in mind for later comparison.
The detached building is my workshop on the first floor, my
office on the second.
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That’s how I got the building permit though, convincing town Construction eventually commenced and like most construc-
conservation that since the building would be where paved tion projects, it took on a life of its own. Despite being fairly well
driveway already existed and simply connect two structures, that planned, there were plenty of surprises, many of them related

it was out of their area of concern, and fortunately they agreed. to cost. I described the project at one point as a giant snowball

Please include
a phone
number when
contacting

MRH
(in case your spam
filters eat our
email response)

2. After a challenging excavation (done by a very skilled
operator) we eventually had our footings and foundation.
The foundation extends beyond the end of the workshop on
the left. This was a change in plans due to me determining
that | needed that extra area to do a proper Pittston Jct. and
have the PNE shortline exit from it!
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rolling downbhill, gathering size and speed, with me desperately 4. If you ever
trying not to get run over by it. really want to
not have a lot of

Reviewing the photos for this piece, I was reminded about the fun. rent a water-

scope and complexity of this effort, and I greatly benefited by

cooled core
having excellent builders and subcontractors doing the work. drill and drill 18
In spite of all that, I worked my tail off for months to a surpris- two-inch holes
ing extent. through a 12-inch

30-year-old con-
crete foundation.

VIEW READER | did some of the
COMMMENTS

OO0

holes, but even-
tually had to call
for helpers. These
holes were then
jack-hammered
out to permit an
eventual passage
of tracks from
the existing base-
ment into the
former oil tank
room. | wanted to
definitely do this
during all of the
“dirty” phase of
the work! There's
a YouTube video
of me doing this

3.1 wanted to include one photo of the almost-finished on my channel if
addition. They did a great job blending it into the house anyone wants a , ,
from a style standpoint. The double doors on the front are good chuckle. (www.youtube.com/user/mikerosehobbies)

for the new oil tank room and do not go into the addition
itself. One enters via the white door at the left rear. It looks
a lot smaller outside than inside!
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5. See the strange marks scratched into the dirt floor? That's
where the layout needs to be in the new building, help-

ing me to picture it and relieve anxiety over the size of the
space. Yes, there's always space anxiety no matter how
large the addition! I'm sure the builders got a kick out of
this when they showed up on Monday.

6. Eventually | got the building closed-in and insulated.
Photos [6, 7, 8] show detail of how | built one of the curved
corners in the former oil tank room.

GETTING ReaL | 8

7. With the corner framed up, we're ready for drywall

8. And here’s why, if you have the choice, it's better to let
the pros do the drywall and taping of your curved cor-
ner. This would have taken me a week, but they did it in

two steps! Building the curved corners during construction
saved a huge amount of time and mess later on.

‘ MRHMAG.COM RE(GﬁIeS;I;ER
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9. At this point we had the concrete floor in place, and the
addition has been opened into the basement by removing
the double doors. The former oil tank room is to the left. But
| needed this new opening to be larger, not just a six foot
opening. That plywood to the left needs to be about half

gone so the existing layout at Ransom can project through it.

COMMMENTS

Please tell your buddies

about Running Extra!
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10. A buddy and | installed a pair of 10" laminated lumber
headers during the course of a work day, solving the issue

of how to support the house on that left side. Prior to this

I'd spent an entire day with the electrician relocating the
right-hand electrical panel from where it was (in the way!)

to where you see it now. The infrastructure moves on this
project defied belief at times. | also had to move my central
vacuum system, move an air conditioning condenser outside,
and install a new dust-collection system for the workshop. As
if that's not enough, | also had to remove two old oil tanks,
and install a new one in an entirely different location.

OO0

VIEW READER

COMMMENTS
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11. With the drywallers and tapers long-gone by this time,
completion of the new opening was left to me. Here I've got

my eased corners and metal edges in place on the new dry-
wall, ready for joint compound and tape.

12. The newly finished opening, just in time for an op ses-
sion next week! In the distance the peninsula that houses
Mehoopany and Meshoppen is visible. Barely visible at the left
is the opening where those holes in the concrete were drilled.

‘ MRHMAG.COM REngeS;I;ER
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13. Projects create an astonishing amount of debris! Here is what
Ransom looked like before | took an entire day to clean it up.

14. Ransom, after the cleanup. Now we can operate again! Those
two drop-bridges will be used for a pair of op sessions, and then
removed forever. The main line that curves out of Ransom onto
the left-hand bridge will go on straight, right in front of the
barely visible electrical panels and into the new building. The
two lower tracks on the right-hand bridge will separate, with one
going through the drilled passageway just above the gray metal
cart, and the other also continuing straight into the new building.
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15. While | was at it, | moved my “install desk” out of the
basement (creating more layout space in there) and into an
entirely new room created for this purpose. My Dartmouth
Locomotive Works (www.mrhobby.com) installations are
done here, as well as my painting, grit blasting, milling, and
weathering (at a dedicated weathering desk no less). It also
has a nice view into the back woods so | can look out while
working. A pair of computers off to the right allow me to
watch TV or listen to music when I’'m not programming and
loading LokSound decoders.

COMMMENTS
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So what happens next? The goal is to have a pair of op sessions,
with the last one being January 5th, before I disable the layout by
moving the entire existing Pittston Yard and the staging below

it out into the new building. That will surely be an “all hands on
deck” effort.

Once that relocation is done, a great deal of new layout will be
built to connect the relocated module back to the original layout
in the basement, and fan out into all the new areas. These will
include more of the Lehigh Line, the industrial park, the fascinat-
ing D&H interchange/flyover at Dupont, portions of the Pocono
Northeast and D&H, and many industries.

The scope is large, since the basement is about 1,000 square

feet, and the addition is about 850. One does not often get the
opportunity to almost double the available modeling space, and I
intend to spend many happy hours out there doing just that. Stay
tuned for future Getting Real updates!

Use our custom
Google search on the

MRH website to find
topics of interest

CLICK TO FIND OUT MORE

COMMMENTS

TABLE OF CONTENTS }
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16. This sketch shows my basement with the layout as it is compare this diagram with the one on the next spread show-
now, prior to the addition. Believe it or not it's the only scale ing the proposed layout with the addition.

sketch of the layout that's ever been done! It's useful to
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17. This new sketch shows the existing layout to the right,

and the footprint of the new addition with the proposed track

arrangement to the left. It allows for a functional Pittston

Junction with the Pocono Northeast coming off of it (shown in
green). You can see how relocating Pittston Yard out into the
new addition is the key to that. The weird thing for us is that
after interacting with Pittston Yard from one side all this time,

we'll now interact with it from the opposite side.

Also coming off Pittston
Jet. is the Conrail Taylor
Secondary, an important
piece for me operation-
ally as it had steep grades,
helpers at times, interest-
ing traffic up to Scranton,
and had to interact with
the D&H via trackage rights
to get there. Back in the
original basement, with
Pittston Yard no longer
there, | can develop the
Dupont interchange with
Conrail and the D&H in
that 22-foot-long space
(needed for the grades to
work properly). If space
permits, there are three
valuable consignees
(Intercities Cold Storage,
Techiglass, and 84 Lumber)
I'd like to locate at Jenkins/
Olivers Mills/Laurel Run as
indicated on the plan.

A new Conrail local oper-
ating out of Pittston Yard

would service these, continue into hidden track (“Soloman'’s
Gap”) and then end-up at Penobscot Yard and the Crestwood
Industrial Park (the blue lines to the left of the word Ransom
on the plan, the former oil tank room).

HAR-RKRK:
RATE THIS ARTICLE
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WAaAGNER CioNGoLl illustrates a new lighting
option - the backlit model railroad backdrop ...

MODELS AND DIORAMAS HAVE BEEN KNOWN SINCE
ancient times, and one of their common characteristics is to
reproduce real-life objects and landscapes as accurately as
possible when it comes to their geometric, photographic, and
dynamic aspects.

Modelers faithfully reproduce the most varied situations, whether
in dioramas or on model railroads as they simulate operations
and build freight and passenger cars, buildings, and landscapes,

BACKLIT BACKDROP | 2

TRIIK
RATE THIS ARTICLE

installing human figures, animals, lighting, movements, sounds,
and so on. These aspects, put together into a model railroad or
diorama, add to the realism.

1. General illumination at the ABC
Rail Club of Brazil.

Over the last few years, model building has evolved in astounding
ways with new technologies, new modeling techniques, and new
materials which are being incorporated into scale railroads.

[llumination has kept up with this evolution. The old model
railroad relied primarily on lights installed on the ceiling,
sometimes positioned to highlight specific scenes. Today,
model railroads often have several separate illumination sys-
tems with different functions.

We present a classification for model railroad illumination:

General illumination: There are two light sources; one is
installed in the ceiling or the walls of the space where the model
railroad is built. The lighting is constant direct light without
changes in intensity or color, usually cool white. It is operated by
a common on/off switch. The other source is natural illumination
entering through windows [1].

Directional illumination: One or more direct light sources are
deployed in planned locations [2].

Ornamental illumination: Lighting is supplied by structures
such as street light poles, signaling, building interior and exterior
illumination, car lights, undercarriage lights, and so on. These
usually play a decorative role aiming at making the whole model
railroad look more realistic [3].

< MRHMAG.COM RE(GﬁIeS;I;ER
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3. Ornamental illumination at the Valene steelworks.
José Balan Filho

‘ MRHMAG.COM REGISTER
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4. Temporary sources can be added to achieve desired effects on
the model railroad. After the session, they are removed.
Cesar Coelho and Pedro Lua, Warehouse TV, Brazil

Temporary illumination: Achieved through light sources
which are introduced for a certain time and removed after they
are used, such as light sources for a model railroad photography
session aiming at enhancing colors, eliminating shadows, and
improving photograph quality at a specific, transitory moment [4].

THE BACKLIT BACKDROP

This article offers modelers a new choice for model railroad and

diorama illumination. It is for modelers seeking a more realistic

simulation of the daylight phases from dawn to dusk, even simu-
lating moonlight and sun and star light with analog, digital, and

automated control.

In this context, we introduce an innovative technique with the
use of a backlight consisting of a panel on the model railroad
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with several LED light sources installed behind the photographic
panel background, and altering them for warmth, coldness, color
balance, and intensity.

The prototype backlight presented here was brought to life after
observing model railroad backgrounds featuring various kinds
of landscapes: fields, mountains, rivers, cities, industries, the sky,
etc. We determined that lighting played a significant role in cre-
ating a spectacular realistic effect and enhancing the landscape.

We chose MDF to build the backlight prototype but other mate-
rials may be used. Our backlight is 1000mm long, 600mm high,
and 100mm deep (roughly 39 inches long, 24 inches high, and

5. The basic backlight panel with a white interior.

BACKLIT BACKDROP | 6

6. The photographic landscape panel image is a riverside
industrial scene.

four inches deep). The framework is 15mm thick and the bottom
6mm deep (5/8 and % inch). Its interior is coated in white to
reflect as much light as possible [5].

The photographic landscape panel image was carefully chosen by
designer and railway modeler Evandro Luiz de Oliveira Lima. The
photo panel is made of translucent flexible white acrylic 3mm thick
x 1000mm long x 500mm high (about 1/8 by 39 x 20 inches). [6].

The image was printed was using a Canon Océ Arizona 350XT
Printer [7] through digital rendering at 300dpi resolution, with
five-color (CMYK + white) pigmented inks, and instant drying

ultra-violet (UV) technology.

Electric lights are installed in the frame using 1.5mm polarized
wire (positive, negative, and grounding wire). The light source
consisted of twelve 1000mm-long micro-LED tapes, each one
glued onto an aluminum groove for heat dissipation [8].

< MRHMAG.COM RESEYIES;I;ER
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7. The photo was printed using a Canon printer at Enfoque
Comunicacao Visual, a commercial printer in Santo André,
Sao Paulo, Brazil.

8. LED strips are glued into
grooves on an aluminum
panel for heat dissipation.

COMMMENTS
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The LED tapes were fastened to three compartments, with four
tapes in each [9]:

1. Lower compartment: Lower part of the panel - positioned
with light beam directed upwards.

2. Central compartment: Central part of the panel with light
beam directed upwards, coinciding with the landscape horizon
in this prototype, at about 300mm (about 12 inches) above the
lower compartment.

3. Upper compartment: Upper part of the panel, with light beam
directed downwards.

Taking into consideration the front and the back of the panel, the
LED tape positioning in each compartment is [10].

1. Lower compartment: Four tapes placed as follows: from the
front (1.1) to the back (1.4) of the backlight.

1.1- Cold white (white)
1.2- Green

1.3- Blue

1.4- Red

2. Upper compartment: Four tapes placed as follows: from the
front (2.1) to the back (2.4) of the backlight.

2.1- Blue

2.2- Red

2.3- Green
2.4- Magenta

3. Central compartment, simulating the horizon: Four tapes placed
as follows: from the front (3.1) to the back (3.4) of the backlight.

< MRHMAG.COM RESEYIES;I;ER
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3.1- Red

3.2- Green

3.3- Red

3.4- Cold white (white)

4. A LED cold white light focus was installed in each place for
moonlight simulation.

5. Stars are represented by several fiberoptic light beams, each
star made up of a 0.4-mm-diameter optical fiber beam. All are
connected to a white LED light source for the optical fibers
which are also controlled through a dimmer>.

Light sources are powered by 110-volt AC input power sources
with 12-volt DC output and 20 amp capacity and cooled by an inte-
grated cooler supporting up to 20 meters of micro-LED tape [11].

Each of the LED tapes is plugged into an analog control dim-
mer installed on the panels sides, thus allowing individual light
source intensity control. This enables the use of several color
compositions, allowing the reproduction of different daylight
color intensities and balances such as sunrise, mid-day, sunset,
stars, and the moon [12].

DIMMERS DIMMERS
SUPERIOR

PAINEL

CENTRO

CEEEE
L] E E B E

FIO ENERGIA
110V

CHAVE LIG/DESL

9. General arrangement of the LED tapes and other compo-
nents inside the backlight compartment.

BAackLiT BAckDroP | 10

10. LED tape deployment in the backlight’s interior
compartments.

11. Power source.

4 §CNPUT # DCOUTPUT-  TCOUTRUT+
| @ TVT-V+V]+V &
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This electronic system was connected to an open-source, single-
board® Arduino®. . The Arduino platform is then programmed
to automatically perform pre-defined functions such as light
variation, where one can control the sequence, intensity, colors,
and speed of effects that are controlled via cell phone, tablet, or
computer [13].

The prototypess final visualization is shown in [14].

It was successfully tested by positioning it beside the model rail-
road kindly provided by Rogério Cordeiro from Cordeiro's Hobby
Shop® [15-20].

Definitive installation onto a model railroad just depends on the
model railroad’s measurements and a specific execution project.

We have concluded that the pioneering installation of back-
lighting onto the model railroad brings about a huge overall
improvement and excellent illumination dynamics, allowing real
reproduction of the various daylight tones on the landscape. We
hope this new technique is one more choice for modeler their
search for more perfect model railroad and dioramas.

13. Arduino system test with digital control on the cell phone.

‘ MRHMAG.COM REngiI;ER

14. Arduino system test with digital control on the cell phone.
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15. Backlight panel merged with the model railroad from
Cordeiro's Hobby Shop, with simulated morning light.

20

16. Mid-day light.

< MRHMAG.COM RESJS;I;ER
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17. Mid-afternoon light.

18. Late afternoon light.
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WAaAGNER CIONGOLI

Wagner has enjoyed model trains since he was
a child, but it’s only been since he became an
adult that he’s been very active in the hobby.

He got serious about his model railroading
passion in 1994, working in HO. Wagner likes

m d‘ to explore new methods and techniques,

L8 striving to faithfully recreate scenery.
Wagner is a doctor who specializes in cardiovascular surgery
and does not have much spare time for the hobby and family.

His wife, Luciana Suzuki, actively participates in his profes-
sional activities and hobby. ®

20. Sunset
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Mike CoNFALONE introduces his new
Allagash addition, the Oxford County

v,

Railroad... Sunrise at North Rumford on the Oxford County.
> A
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SOMETIMES WE COME FULL CIRCLE AND DON’T
realize it. In my case, I recently made a significant addition to my
proto-freelanced Allagash Railway. This addition harkens back to
the very beginning, before the Allagash ever came to be.

Back in 2005, I began work on what would become my first seri-
ous model railroad. It was a proto-freelanced short line I called
the Woodsville Terminal. Set in Vermont in the late 1970s, it was
essentially a shelf layout measuring some 16 feet long by about a
foot wide.

First published in Kalmbach's “Model Railroad Planning 2007,
the Woodsville Terminal allowed me to practice scenery and work
on my operation skills.

The railroad provided a lot of enjoyment, but I grew a bit tired of
it. I really wanted something much bigger - a robust railroad that
would give me a chance to experience big-time railroading, at the
same time retaining that New England charm.

So, in 2009 I officially parted company with the Woodsville
Terminal and began creation of the Allagash Railway, a Maine-
based regional in the spirit of the Bangor & Aroostook and
Maine Central.

The Allagash is big as model railroads go, occupying a 60 x 24 foot
space. I kept the former Woodsville Terminal intact at first and re-
branded it as the White Mountain Branch of the Allagash.

‘ MRHMAG.COM REGISTER
(free)
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After some time passed, I realized the White Mountain Branch
just didn't look the part. I decided to rebuild it to better match
with the rest of the Allagash system (see June 2018 Model Railroad
Hobbyist — Rebuilding the White Mountain Branch at mrhpub.
com/2018-06-jun/online).

With the new White Mountain Branch in service, the Allagash
had just about everything I ever wanted. Well, almost everything.
About that full circle thing ...

COMING FULL CIRCLE

Over the course of time, I have continued to fine-tune the
Allagash operating plan. As a result of this evolution we run
fewer trains than we did a few years ago. The bottom line is
that the staging capacity at the south end of the Kennebec
Subdivision (Waterville, Maine) became more than I needed
under the current operation.

We only run two road trains in each direction plus the occasional
coal train. It seemed I could make better use of the space along
the fascia on the upper level staging yard. What could I do with
the surplus real estate?

After carefully vetting several possibilities, it occurred to me that
the opportunity to come full circle was knocking. Could I utilize
the space to model a short line? Sure, why not!

After quick analysis, I determined the track arrangement was
fine as it was. I didn't need to do any track work, save for short-
ening one track to become a spur, and [ needed to put up a
backdrop to set the short line apart from the existing Waterville
staging yard.
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A call to friend Mike Rose yielded a game plan to erect the new
backdrop. While I waited to do the physical work, I came up with
the new branch concept.

INTRODUCING THE OXFORD COUNTY RAILROAD

'The newly-formed short line, the Oxford County Railroad, would
occupy the new area called North Rumford. The assumption is that
from here the railroad ran out to Rumford Point on former Allagash
trackage, handling traffic to a paper mill represented by staging.

A local Agway fertilizer blend plant and local pulpwood loading
at North Rumford round out the customers. Bottom line, the
Oxford County is a true short line of the early 1980s, barely mak-
ing it on the very limited business that still exists.

1-3. (Left top and bottom, right bottom) Oxford County Alco S-2
number 104 enters the yard at North Rumford. The 104 is haul-

ing an empty salt hopper as well as a load of paper from the mill
at Rumford Point as it crosses the gravel access road and passes

‘ MRHMAG.COM REngiI;ER

an old abandoned Agway truck in the weeds. The “coming at
you" telephoto view of the train [1] illustrates the effectiveness
of the photo backdrop on the opposite wall on the other side of
the aisle.
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This is the reason the Allagash abandoned the branch to
Rumford Point — washouts and a marginal mill at the end of the
branch don’t make much economic sense. The assumption here
is that the State of Maine stepped in and appointed an operator
to resume service to the mill.

So, right out of the gate the Oxford County is on borrowed time.
Maybe a sad story, but it is the reality and makes for some inter-
esting modeling opportunities.

In addition to working the local industries at North Rumford and
the mill at Rumford Point, the OCTY makes a run down the White

4. Here is a nice view from the aisle of the Agway fertilizer blend
plant. The main and siding curve off to the left, terminating just
around the bend on a single staging track. A Canadian Pacific
slab-side covered hopper with a load of potash is spotted over
the pit. This view also illustrates the cross-aisle photo backdrop.
Without the backdrop, the scene would shrink dramatically.

ALLAGASH GETS A SHORTLINE CONNECTION I 8

\:Wﬂ&mm

5,6. Details help to set the tone for a scene. A quick look
through my parts drawer revealed a bunch of random pieces
of unknown origin. A few minutes of quick and dirty weather-
ing gave me just what | needed to bring the scene to life. A few
sheets of plywood help to round out the scene. It's not impor-
tant for each detail part to have a purpose or story behind it.
Together they look like miscellaneous junk that you might find
strewn about an industrial setting like this.
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Franklin
County Feeds
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' The Allagash Railway

(Partial track plan showing new trackage)

Oxford County branch

" St. Francis/
6 Vlggvcgfgg ) Allagash/ Clayton
Agway Mil Lake/ Jackman/
@\ BAR/AGE/CPR
\ (north-end
staging)
Atlantic
Branch
staging
Kennebec
) Junction/MEC
Andrposcoggm (south-end
aper ;
(future mill) staging)
North
Rumford

Mill Jct. b\y

Two-sided
backdrop 24"
high

Drill track (yard lead)

— . Depot
Atlantic Jct. New Sharon
Whitefﬁ\/lounrain Weld __0sgoodgrain - gg%ﬁ’gffﬂdem
Branc Depot vvar
= //\. Ueam/e(
& o —— * Enginehouse \
VAN ~ \
\ / Atlantic
Knox Farm Holman Branch
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Spruce East
_ White . Dixfield
Mountain Jct.
o
) I—
Sand \ Carthage
(if y _ ‘ _ To Dixfield/Bethe
; ‘c,jve, _ Prentiss & Carlisle connection with CN
Lagg wood yard r— (lower level stagin
Stairs Oxford Mills
up = Northern Division
Andover wood products inli
P Andover  Depot White Mtn branch Wadrid Mainline
(abandoned) _ Maart
enginehouse
. e a_e o —
Madrid Madrid Yard (Division point)

et. ===

TRACKPLAN: The red trackage is the new Oxford County branch.
Also note the Andover trackage of the White Mountain branch
(see June 2018 MRH) is new as well. The Gordon Brook to Mill
Jct section is still unscenicked, and the Androscoggin Paper mill
area is still undergoing trackage changes so is not yet finalized.
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Mountain Branch to Andover (Cover, June 2018 MRH) to interchange
with the Allagash and work a couple of customers in town.

This way the short line gets a chance to stretch its legs a bit. In
addition this gives the Allagash its only live interchange on the
entire system, with all other interchange connections repre-
sented by staging.

MOTIVE POWER

Some of the coolest things about proto-freelance railroads are the
creative opportunities they present. I needed to come up with an
image for the new short line. What kind of power? How many units?
What would the paint scheme look like, etc.?

Unlike the old Woodsville Terminal, with its garish bright orange
MLW RS10, I decided to go ultra conservative with the Oxford
County. A former Allagash Alco S-2, number 104 would be the sole
operational unit.

Instead of designing a new paint scheme, I decided to keep the exist-
ing Allagash Spruce Green paint, so I painted out the Allagash letter-

ing and logo and added simple “Oxford County R.R”" in gold lettering.

A trip to the weathering bench was in order, and the 104 quickly
looked the part of a one-horse operation.

With the operating plan and motive power question settled, it was
time to get that backdrop installed!

INSTALLING THE BACKDROP

I knew I needed to install a backdrop to separate the Oxford County
from south-end staging. Friend Mike Rose came up for a day of high-
impact work.

‘ MRHMAG.COM REGISTER
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We installed wooden dowels every 6" or so and used super-
strength hot glue to attach %" Masonite to the dowels for the
length of the OCTY footprint. We kept the backdrop low, just 6"
high, so I would have reach-over access to the staging yard if I
needed to re-rail something.

In the meantime, [ had put together a 22-foot-long photo back-
drop in Photoshop. I had the backdrop printed, and attached it
to the Masonite with blue painters tape folded over, a method
I have used countless times for the many photo backdrops on
the Allagash.

'The backdrop photo is nondescript — essentially a wooded hill-
side. With the backdrop installed, I could start to visualize what I
needed to do scenically.

I commissioned structure builder friend Rich Cobb to build a
yard office and a section building. Rich has built countless struc-
tures for many modelers over the years.

When the buildings arrived, I plopped them down and this really
helped me to visualize how things were going to line up.

GENERAL SCENERY PLANNING

I hadn’t done any scenery in quite some time and was look-

ing forward to a relatively small and easy to manage project.
Something I've always wanted to do is to take the level of detail
up a couple of notches, something I call “micro-scenery, remem-
bering my college courses in economics!

Until now I had only done “macro-scenery” across the Allagash
— to a basic level of detail. The Oxford County would give me the
opportunity to raise my game a bit and detail the scene at North
Rumford to a new level.
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7

y

7-9. A series of end-to-end broad views from the aisle of the
main backdrop at North Rumford. The Oxford County R.R. foot-
print sits entirely above lower-level staging on the Allagash 10-12. A second series of end-to-end broad views from the aisle,
(Androscoggin Subdivision - Dixfield, Bethel). taken from the other direction of those in [7-9].
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I purchased a bunch of detail parts and set them aside for the
time being.

DEALING WITH DEAD SPACE

Because of the narrowness of the bench, the scenery had to be
pretty simple. The area to the far left of the scene was the only
area that could accommodate “something.” It looked like a lot of
wasted space, and the temptation was strong to put a siding in
there and have another spot for the railroad to work.

After consideration I decided to utilize the dead space for some-
thing that is rarely modeled - the ubiquitous gravel pit. And this
pit would be one not served by rail, and perhaps no longer served
at all. Sometimes less is more.

13. The pulpwood loading area at North Rumford. Not much is
needed to make a convincing wood load-out. Wood and bark
shavings on the ground and a few pieces of pulpwood are all
that is required.

< MRHMAG.COM RESJS;I;ER
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To emphasize the beaten-down nature of the branch and the rail-
road I needed to adopt somewhat of a minimalist approach.

I used pink Styrofoam and my universal mud mixture (see
“Scenery Modeling Outside the Box Vol 17) to build up some
structure for piles of gravel. The sub-structure was then covered
with sifted dirt and rocks to suggest a pit that has just about
played out.

SCENERY VIDEO

M Mike Confalone’s “Scenery Modeling Out-

side the Box” DVDs are available at:
store.mrhmag.com/store/c10/Modeling_
outside_the_box.html.

I used grout to fashion a gravel road into the facility, then planted
scrappy trees and grass around the entrance.  made the back
corner of the pit transition into the wall by curving the photo
backdrop across the tracks and using some large pine trees to
hide the entrance.

Eventually, I will add a gate across the pit entrance. With the
abandoned gravel pit complete, I turned my attention to the tan-
gent section of North Rumford.

SCENERY AND TRACK DETAILING AT NORTH RUMFORD

The scenery here consists of gravel and ballast for the roadbed,
a small berm to transition from the 3D scenery into the photo
backdrop, and then a bunch of details plus a few trees with lots
of 12mm static grass.
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I weathered the buildings to really set the mood and then put
them in place. Next up was dirt and ballast for the main line and
just dirt for the passing track. I wanted the main to look a bit dif-
ferent from the passing track.

NORTH RUMFORD

14-16. The yard office at North Rumford, with plenty of details
on the ground. Stacks of railroad ties made from individual
wood ties, along with tie plates, pallets, joint bars, barrels, and
assorted trash make the scene come to life and emphasize the
fact that a hand-to-mouth short line lives here.

ALLAGASH GETS A SHORTLINE cONNEcTION | 18

17. Perhaps the most important details on the railroad - former
Allagash S-2 107 (parts supply) and an old 40-foot AGR PS-1
boxcar occupy a stub track next to the yard office. The boxcar is
now a tool shed. Note the out of service 107 is white-lined and
has OCTY reporting marks, indicating that it no longer works for
the Allagash!

After securing the dirt and ballast with 50/50 white glue/water,
I weathered each individual tie with earth-toned PanPastels
and a small brush. After this, I colored the rails with rust-toned
Pan Pastels.

In the area immediately in front of the yard office, where the
locomotive would be parked, I used full strength black artists oil
paint and black PanPastel to simulate accumulated grease from
the Alco.

In the area where pulpwood is loaded, I used ground-up bark to
create a mess to suggest wood loading.
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With the track and pulpwood area complete, I turned my atten-
tion to the gravel road that begins down by the Agway and con-
tinues all the way to the yard office. This is the only way in and
out of the facility.

Once again [ used grout to build the road, including the gravel
crossing of the main and passing track on the curve toward
Rumford Point.

AGWAY FERTILIZER PLANT

Scenery around the Agway Fertilizer Blend plant at North
Rumford consists of not much - just more gravel and static grass.

I filled the ditch along the fascia with debris of all kinds, and I
added an unloading pit for hoppers.

18. A dilapidated track car shed compliments the yard office
building. Note the single utility pole, scrappy trees, and the
debris in the ditch.

ALLAGASH GETS A SHORTLINE cONNEcTION | 20

19. A pile of old ties is a great detail, along with the ground-
level switch stand. The ties are wood ties, stained and then
hand-weathered.

Micro SCENERY AT NORTH RUMFORD

The best part was still to come. All those detail parts I purchased
ahead of time could now be put to good use. The tie plates from
Monster Model Works are a high-impact detail.

I sprayed the entire sheet of laser-cut ties brown and then
popped them out and rolled them around in a dish of rust-
colored AIM weathering powder. They were simply piled on the
ground in various places.

Additional details consist of pallets, oil drums, and various and
sundry small details to create the look of a dilapidated Maintenance
of Way base for the Oxford County. I also put together piles of new
railroad ties using individual wood ties that I stained.

4 MRHMAG.COM RESEYIES;I;ER

TABLE OF CONTENTS }

6 SUBSCRIBE INDEX



https://model-railroad-hobbyist.com/magazine/running-extra
http://model-railroad-hobbyist.com/user/register
http://mrhmag.com

ALLAGASH GETS A SHORTLINE cONNEcTION | 21

I glued the piles together into bundles of 25 ties (typical) and
wrapped one of them with some banding made of thin solder.

Another important but rarely modeled detail is paper trash. To
get this right, I took a piece of cardstock from some scrap mail
and using a scissor I sliced a bunch of very thin vertical cuts. I
then cut against those slices, creating dozens of tiny pieces of
square paper.

I took these pieces of paper aside, rolled them around in my
hand to wrinkle them up a bit, and then rolled them in a dish
with just a touch of brown AIM powder.

This took the snow-white edge off and created slightly dingy-
looking trash. I sprinkled these all over the place, with a

20. The OCTY enters North Rumford here. Note the abandoned
gravel pit. The temptation to put “something” here was strong.
But in the end, | chose the “less is more” philosophy. The pit
occupies the corner and helps to transition the railroad into the
main scene.
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21. A view from the aisle behind the Agway. This illustrates
the access road which crosses at grade and heads down to
the Oxford County yard office. In the distance is the Allagash’s
Martin Spur, on the other side of the aisle. Note the silos for
both plastics and cement transloads.

22. The photo backdrop on the wall opposite North Rumford.
Note the black wall under the photo.
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concentration around the yard office where crews might throw
old track warrants or other miscellaneous trash.

I was careful not to overdo it. I didn’t want it to look like total
urban decay!

After all of this detailing was complete, my friend Neil Schofield
made a terrific suggestion - “How about putting an old Allagash
boxcar on the stub-end siding that heads back toward the yard
office?” Wow! I hadn't thought of that.

I was considering maybe a piece of MOW equipment, but an old
40-foot boxcar converted for use as a tool shed seemed like a
great idea. Real world examples of this were everywhere.

23. Another view of the gravel pit in the distance, and a view of
the opposite side of the track-car shed.
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24. This view shows the Masonite backdrop held up with
wooden dowels. The Masonite was hot glued to the dowels.
That's the Allagash south-end staging yard (Kennebec Jct./
Waterville) hiding behind the Oxford County. The Oxford County
terminates in its own single staging track just a few feet behind
the camera.

So to the workbench I went with one of my six-foot-door 40-foot
Kadee PS-1s in the old AGR paint scheme. I weathered it heavily,
especially with rust tones to make it look like it had been there
for many years. Wow, what a difference. That boxcar really com-
pletes the scene.

To take things a step further, I shoved former Alco S-2 107 up the
siding. I had originally weathered the unit for the Allagash diesel
deadline at Madrid Yard, including boarding up several windows
with plywood.
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It looked pretty good in the Madrid deadline, but it looks abso-
lutely killer at North Rumford. The 107 is a parts supply for the
active 104, and it looks the part.

Beyond this detailing treatment around the yard office at North
Rumford, the rest of the scene towards the fascia consists of
scrappy trees, a ton of 12mm static grass, old ties, scrap rail and
assorted trash in the ditch.

The area around the section building is particularly nasty, with
tie plates and old ties strewn about.

A DAY IN THE LIFE OF THE OXFORD COUNTY RAILROAD

Basic operations on the Oxford County are pretty simple. A
morning crew goes on duty at North Rumford and gathers in the

s AR s A T s L iR L9 =

26-27. AGR local W1 is delivering Alco RS-3 303 to the Oxford
County at North Rumford. The 303 has been white-lined and its
25. The OCTY staging track. The track is isolated from the stack capped for the time being. The 303 will join S-2 104 on the
Allagash staging yard. OCTY roster.
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“yard” any cars that came in from the previous evening turn to
the mill at Rumford Point.

In addition, loaded pulpwood and or empty fertilizer cars from
Agway and the occasional empty salt car are rounded up, and the
train of one to five cars heads down the White Mountain Branch
for Andover.

At Andover, the crew will set out the interchange cars on the
passing track, and lift anything that was dropped by the Allagash
W1 local. Sometimes the railfans get lucky and there is a meet,
but that is rare.

A recent change has been to have the Oxford County switch the
local customers in Andover.

Upon returning to North Rumford, the crew will drop any empty
pulpwood or Agway cars and head for the mill at Rumford Point
(staging). At this point in the op session, that crew goes off duty.

I'will fiddle the cars around at Rumford Point and toward the end of
the session the OCTY will re-crew and come back to North Rumford
where final switching will be done. When this is complete, the 104
and crew will tie up next to the yard office and go off duty.

REFLECTIONS ON COMING FULL CIRCLE

For me, the idea of having a short line was something I had pretty
much put away after I began the build-out of the much big-

ger Allagash. At one point a few years ago, [ had tried to create
(force!) a shortline by casting the White Mountain Branch off to
the “Western Maine Railroad.”

We had a couple of op sessions under this scenario, but it
felt contrived, and it was too much of a takeaway from the
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Allagash. When the White Mountain Branch was rebuilt, it
reverted to the Allagash.

The backstory is that the Western Maine went belly-up, and the
AGR stepped back in to provide service, at least for the time
being. But the desire to have that authentic one-or-two-horse
shortline operation still brewed under the surface.

This “found space” in staging was just what I needed to rekindle
that shortline flame while at the same time maintaining the
Allagash in full form with the “new” White Mountain Branch.

To me, the Oxford County just looks and feels “right.” And at the
end of the day, that's what matters most.

If there is a lesson to be learned here, it is this: one should spend
some time just walking around the railroad room, looking at the
space, considering possible opportunities.

Sometimes you may be surprised at what you find!
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Mike CONFALONE

Mike Confalone grew up in
Smithtown, NY, and got into model
railroading at age 10 or 11. Like many
. young teens, he joined the local
&~ model railroad club and got his first
glimpse of model railroading on a
large scale.

College in the mid 1980s took him
away from the hobby for a while, but
railfanning became a favorite pastime.

28. Helicopter view of the unfinished Gordon Brook area. Mike publishes a Northeastern prototype railroading magazine
called Railroad Explorer (railroadexplorer.com), and has pub-
lished eight books on prototype railroading,

Today, Mike's proto-freelanced, under-construction Allagash
Railway occupies a 58 x 24’ space - his entire basement and the
former two-car garage. Mike loves all aspects of model railroading,
from benchwork on up, but his specialty is scenery and weathering.
He also enjoys the challenge of prototypical operations.

Besides the trains, he and Susan, his wife of 27 years, love to
garden and landscape their wooded two-acre property in
southern New Hampshire. He also plays a mean guitar, but his
Fender and Marshall-fueled rock-band gigging days are over, at

least for now! ®
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RATE THIS ARTICLE
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1. Here is my ATSF EBm model on the layout. | started with a
Walthers Proto E9A and after some kitbashing, this is the result.

S .o o o5 oy e
RATE THIS ARTICLE

I have settled on an era and specific subdivision of the Santa Fe
Railway (ATSF) in California for my layout. I chose to model the
mid-sixties, so I did some research on what I could do with the
Walthers Proto E9A in Southern Pacifics colors [1].

Through research I developed a plausible (yet still fictional)
scenario for having an E8m as motive power on a local passenger
train. I based this on ATSF train #42, which was discontinued in
the era that I model. So the oddball locomotive on my shelf got a
purpose, and the E8m project was off-and-running!

For a history of the E8m, see the extended sidebar at the end of
this article.

The original shell which can be seen in [2] depicts Southern
Pacific’s E9A number 6051.

As a first step, I carefully removed all the detail parts along
with the clear parts from the shell. Carefully using a chisel and

Running Extra | January 2019

loANNIS KrRASSAS kithashes an SP E9A an X-Acto lfnife, I removed factory gl}le from the inside of the

. . . . shell at various spots where the detail parts had been glued
Walthers model into a rebuilt diesel pioneer ... from the inside.
COMING FROM A SCALE AIRCRAFT MODELING I took great care to not damage the parts while working on the

old glue. It is a very good idea to mask/protect clear parts to

background, I was not used to ready-to-run models. As such, :
avoid scratches.

I tend to purchase ready-to-run locomotives and rolling stock
with a project in mind rather than just put them straight into In the next step, I removed the original paint and decals using 91%
service out of the box. alcohol and lacquer thinner. The majority of the paint came off
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easily after a few hours with the shell submerged in the alcohol
solution inside a jar. Some difficult areas required the help of cot-
ton swabs and lacquer thinner as well as toothpicks.

Leaving a shell submerged in alcohol may cause some plastics to
become brittle and be easily damaged. My advice is to test first
using a spare plastic piece, and in general avoid leaving the shell
submerged in any solution for prolonged periods.

Pilot holes: Having the shell totally cleaned from old paint
and devoid of any add-on detail parts [3], the next step
involved dealing with pilot holes for grab irons and other detail
parts. There were existing holes that would remain and be used
for the E8m, holes that needed covering up, and finally pilot
holes for new details.

2. The basis for my E8m: a Walthers Proto E9A in the SP
Daylight scheme.

MoDELING AN ATSF E8m | 4

3. Shell with factory paint removed, and F-style number
boards installed. Notice the modified roof panel where the
dynamic brake fan used to be in the center of the roof.

Existing holes: I reused existing holes and cleaned any glue
residue to make them large enough for the detail parts later on. I
typically used an appropriate drill bit to ream the hole.

More difficult cases required a small diamond needle file or an
X-Acto knife as a reamer. First I would dry-fit the detail part. If I
needed to ream the hole, I took it slow to avoid getting a larger
hole than needed. Repairing an over-reaming mistake requires
plugging the oversized hole with styrene, and re-drilling.

Unwanted holes: I used CA glue to cover the holes in the shell.
After the CA cured, I sanded the area with various grades of
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sandpaper and sanding files. Then I applied Gunze surfacer over
the area and then sanded it smooth.

New pilot holes: Following measurements from photographs and
plans, I placed masking tape (3M or Tamiya yellow tape) over the
spot where new holes would be drilled.

The tape serves two purposes: First, it provides a clearer surface
on which to mark the hole location with a pencil (especially
when the plastic color isn’t helpful).

Second, I find masking tape can help me more accurately punch/
mark and drill in the correct position, with less chances of wan-
dering. This really helps when adding holes to an already painted
shell, while avoiding damage to the paint finish.

With the tape in place, I marked the position with a pencil and
then a scribe. With the scribe, I marked the spot by gently press-
ing onto the pencil mark with enough pressure to put an impres-
sion into the plastic.

Next I put the drill bit in a pin vise and drilled the hole. I took
my time — too much pressure will break small drill bits. Finally
I removed the masking tape and any plastic residue, then test
fitted the detail part. For the side nose ladder, [ used the BLMA
drill guide for grab irons as a template — I secured the template
in place with masking tape.

DETAILS AND MODIFICATIONS

The E9A had a dynamic brake and fan, in contrast to the ESm
where it needs to be removed. The fan removal left a sizable void
to be filled on the corresponding roof panel. I used sheet styrene
to fill the gap, which I sanded to shape following the same curva-
ture as the roof.

‘ MRHMAG.COM REGISTER
(free)
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Additional Lift-Rings

Modified Cooling Pipes

rings on the central roof panel.

The sanding proved to be a time-consuming process since it
requires a delicate hand to avoid removing rivet detail on the
perimeter of the roof. I protected the rivet detail by covering it
with masking tape.

To ensure the new styrene “cover” had the same curvature as
the rest of the roof panel, I marked the area around the styrene
cover with a permanent marker. While sanding the new styrene
to shape, I stopped sanding when I began removing the marker’s
color - this meant the new styrene cover was flush with the rest
of the roof panel and matched it.

Once all the marker’s color had been removed uniformly, this
left no high or low spots, and meant the new roof had been fully
blended-in. Finally, I dealt with finer surface problems using
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various applications of Mr. Surfacer, and subsequent sanding
with fine grades of sandpapers and polishing cloths (800-8000).

Staying on the roof, I made modified cooling pipes using brass
rods. The ATSF prototype had one end of the piping offset,
whereas the SP version had symmetrical ends. I also installed
Plano lift-rings to the roof panel where the dynamic brake fan
once had been, as seen in [4].

The flush number board can be seen in [2] which shows the
original E9A Walthers model.

For the F series number boards, I used Details West cast metal
number boards (NB-165). I fixed these in place with CA applied
from inside the shell. I blended the new number boards with

the nose contours using several applications of Mr. Finishing
Surfacer and sanding. A final check with airbrushed Mr. Surfacer
1500 confirmed the success of my blending efforts.

Styrene number boards can also be found in the Highliners A
Unit kit and in the Highliners A Unit details set.

T used lift rings by Plano Models (#14651), in combination with
stock parts from the original locomotive shell. The winterization
hatch grilles  used are also by Plano and come in a set contain-
ing E8/9 Farr grilles, which although finer than the stock ones, I
did not use.

The straight 18" grab irons plus the drill template I used to install
them came from BLMA. I included a modified Tichy 18" drop-
type grab iron for the lower step of the nose ladder.

I scratchbuilt the rooftop antenna mounting platrform using sty-
rene sheet and strips, while I milled the can-type antenna from
styrene rod [5, 6]. For the side mirrors, I used styrene, since I had
lost the original ones at some point.

‘ MRHMAG.COM REngeS;I;ER
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6. Air horns, grab irons, antenna with platform, and new
mirrors were added to the shell between weathering stages.
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I kept the five-chime Leslie air horn from the E9A, while I modi-
fied a single-chime horn from a Bachmann F7 as seen in [6]. I
added pilot m.u. cables made from thin solder wire, while the
rear ones were leftovers from the E9A.

SURFACE PREP FOR PAINTING

I sanded the shell to eliminate unwanted mold lines around the
nose and cab front. Next, I primed shell using two different prim-
ers depending on if the final panels would be stainless steel or
just painted silver.

For the side panels that would be stainless steel, I used Mr.
Finishing Surfacer 1500 Black. The high-shine chrome metallic
color I was using for the stainless steel panels works best when
applied over a high-gloss black surface. To get this high-gloss fin-
ish, I sanded and polished the Black Surfacer with grade 4000 to
12,000 polishing cloths (Mr. Hobby and Alclad2 brands).

Following this, I further buffed and polished the area with a pol-
ishing wheel and Tamiya’s polishing compounds. This gave me a
glass-like surface devoid of any imperfections, such as orange-
peel effects or dust.

For all other areas, | masked the side panels primed with Black
Surfacer, Mr Finishing Surfacer 1500 Grey. I did not polish the
areas primed with the 1500 Grey Surfacer, but simply retained
the satin/semi-matte finish of the primer.’, should be “For all
other areas that would be painted silver, I masked the side panels
previously primed with Black Surfacer first and then I used Mr
Finishing Surfacer 1500 Grey, as a primer. I did not polish the
areas primed with the 1500 Grey Surfacer, but simply retained
the satin/semi-matte finish of the primer.

< MRHMAG.COM RESJS;I;ER
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7. Primed shell during painting. Notice the polished black
primer where AK’s chrome color will be applied. The rest of
the shell is already painted with Alclad2 White Aluminum
over a non-polished 1500 Grey primer that had a satin/semi-
matte finish. The result is close to the silver lacquer paint
used to paint the prototype.

The resulting non-gloss surface gives a more dull final finish when
Alclad2 (or other metallic) paint is applied over it. This dull fin-
ish works best to depict the silver paint used on the prototype.
Looking at [7] you can see the primed and polished shell, with the
gray areas already painted with Alcad2 White Aluminum color.

PAINTING AND DECALS

After priming the shell, I masked the black polished areas on
the sides. On the remainder of the shell, I airbrushed on Alclad
White Aluminum color. When the Alclad color was dry, I
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removed the black side panels masking and the carefully masked
over the white aluminum areas. Then I airbrushed the black

side panels with AK’s Chrome color. When the chrome was dry, I
clear-coated with Tamiya's Gloss clear coat thinned with Gunze's
levelling thinner.

The clear coat protects the rather fragile chrome color from sub-
sequent masking and weathering steps. This particular clear coat
does not reduce the “metallic high shine” effect of the chrome
color. Applying this clear coat in several light layers works best
to maintain the chrome look, with the final layer being a heavier
“wet-coat” to ensure a glass like final effect.

I painted the warbonnet with acrylic paints by Tamiya and
Gunze. I used Tamiya’s X-7 red, with a bit of Gunze's H329 Blue
Angel’s Yellow added in (5-10% approximately) and a bit of
Tamiya’s X-2 White. The H329 yellow, lightened with a bit of
white, matched the ATSF Yellow of the decals.

The red part of the warbonnet I airbrushed using masks made
out of frisket film. I traced the contours of the warbonnet onto
the frisket film over a photocopy of the decal sheet. I traced along
the midpoint of the yellow trim instead of at its edge. This puts
the demarcation line between the red and the stainless colors,
and under the yellow/black trim decals, while not on the edge of
the decal. This ensures there are no spots without red paint.

Following painting of the red color, I sprayed whole shell with
clear coat, then sanded and polished it smooth. This extra step
minimizes visible raised lines between colors. At this stage I
also painted other detail parts that would be installed later

on the shell, such as the rooftop antenna, various grab irons,
and the air horns. When the paint had dried, I clear-coated the

‘ MRHMAG.COM REGISTER
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8. Here is how the decaling process is proceeding. Notice the
very glossy surface, which helps a lot during decal place-
ment. Microscale’s Micro-Sol helps the decals conform to
various raised/recessed details and nose contours.

shell again using Tamiya’s clear gloss as the final step before
decal application.

Microscale decals behaved very well during the application. I
tried to take great care while handling very long pieces of decals
such as elements of the yellow/black trim. Despite my efforts,
some pieces did break but I successfully applied them anyway
with careful re-alignment and application of Microscale’s Micro-
Sol. In very few cases, I did a little spot-painting to eliminate any
problems at the break joint.
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The decals followed the shell’s contours and details perfectly
with the help of Micro-Sol and cotton swabs/cotton cloth. After
the decals dried, I cleaned off any residue and applied another
clear coat to seal them [8].

WEATHERING

After studying weathering in several photographs of ATSF ESm
and F units, I proceeded in one of the most enjoyable stages of
the build - weathering! The following steps can be adapted for
weathering any other ATSF E and F units when using prototype
photos as a guide.

The first step involved achieving a “scale-effect” weathered gloss

10. Closeup of the heavy streaking weathering effects on
the fuel-tank. | used lighter streaking effects on the stain-
less side panels with some additional light washes around
rivets to add a bit more grime.

finish for the Warbonnet colors. For this, I sprayed the warbon-
net with a matte clear coat. After the matte coat dried, I used a
buffing/polishing wheel to polish the area without using any pol-
ishing compounds. This resulted in a weathered-looking “tired”
gloss as seen in [9].

I weathered the sides of the locomotive with MIG and AK enam-
els, as well as artists’ oil colors. I brush-painted various shades
of grimy colors on the sides to imitate rain-marks with vertical
streaks. The key colors in various combinations included AK’s
“Engine Grime” enamel, as well as “Rainmarks for NATO Tanks".

9. Shell coated with Winsor & Newton's matte clear varnish. o _ .
When the matte coat dried, | buffed the warbonnet area After painting these streaks, I waited a few minutes (depend-

with a polishing wheel. | wanted a somewhat “tired” semi- ing on temperature and humidity, the waiting time varies) and
gloss/semi-matte finish. then blended and lightened the effects by rubbing the sides with
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napkins and cotton swabs.

This gives an irregular and subtle weathering effect, rather than
hard edges and high-contrast effects. If the enamels/oils seemed
too dry already, I added some enamel thinner to the cotton
swabs to aid in the blending.

I weathered the lower parts of the locomotive more heavily by
applying extra layers of grimy color mixes. This can be seen espe-
cially on the fuel tank were I applied much more intense streaking,
as well as on the trucks using several layers of grimy washes [10].

I weathered the roof of the locomotive using a “salt weathering
technique.” This uses salt grains as tiny masks to produce irregular
weathering patterns on a surface. As a first step, I sprayed water
over the roof of the locomotive, then sprinkled table salt which
stuck to the water [11].

I left the salted roof to dry and then airbrushed it with a dust
effects mixture of flat clear and sail color/buff color (starting with

11. Salt sprinkled over the roof. When dry, the salt grains act
as tiny masks for airbrush weathering.

‘ MRHMAG.COM REngiI;ER
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12. Nose area salt weathering in progress, before the appli-
cation of subsequent weathering layers using enamels.
Notice the irregular spotty weathering on the cab roof and
nose as the result of the salt technique.

aratio 10-1 between flat clear and paint). I waited a few minutes
and then removed the salt. Since the dust effects mixture was not
completely dry, removing salt did result in a nice first-level blend-
ing of the effect as seen in photo [12]. In order to complete the
weathering process, I added some additional layers of weathering
using enamels.

The final effect on the nose area can be seen in [13] and the final
weathering result on the roof in [14] after blending salt weathering
with more weathering layers of grime/dust mixtures of enamels.
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13. Closeup of the nose

area shqwmg the final 15. View of the left side. Notice the “airfoil shape” weather-
weathering where the ing pattern starting from the end of the pilot, peaking on the
salt technique is blended ladder and then dropping again to converge with the red/
m::tlLae%ier:; of enamel/oil yellow/black lower trim toward the rear of the locomotive.

Using the airbrush, I applied the final two effects on the locomo-
tive. First using a mixture of engine grime and light dust colors

I airbrushed the area on the lower part of the locomotive which
starts right after the pilot and continues to the rear, forming a
shape similar to an airfoil.

This depicts the way brake dust and road dirt accumulate onto
the sides of the E and F series locomotives, as seen in various
pictures and in [15].

I then loaded the airbrush with a mix of Tamiya Smoke (X-19) with
a couple of drops of black color and moved to the roof of the loco-
motive. Following a movement from the front to the rear of the
locomotive, I replicated the exhaust stains of the twin 567 engines.

To achieve this I tried to direct the airflow of the airbrush as

14. Final weathering on the rear part of the roof. Again | : :
blended the salt weathering effects with various layers of much as possible to follow the airflow of the exhaust fumes on

grime enamels/washes. the prototype [16, 17]. The key with this process is to patiently
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stack layers of light stain effects to give them a realistic soft look
of building up over time.

Using the airbrush loaded with the same color mix, I added some
lighter weathering near the air horns in order to replicate dirt
accumulation as seen in [16].

FINAL STEPS AND CONCLUDING REMARKS

After the “smoke” in the exhaust stains dried, I installed the clear
parts, as well as the remainder of the detail parts. Some detail
parts required additional weathering in order to blend with the
rest of the shell (mirrors, rooftop antenna, horns).

Following completion, I put the shell back onto the chassis and
then immediately onto the layout. With the power on, finally
the E8m started logging its first scale miles in her fresh paint
scheme. Soon a few Budd cars followed suit to form a local pas-
senger train.

Using the ideas and methods of this article, you can get the
specific XYZ version/scheme of the locomotive you want now,
instead of waiting/hoping for this XYZ combination to be
released in ready-to-run form in the future. Of course as an
added bonus, you always have the invaluable feeling of seeing the
locomotive roll by and saying “hey, I made this!”

Even if you already have XYZ locomotive in the desired scheme,
you can always add a few years of service to its appearance by
using some of the weathering techniques presented here.

-

Based on my experiences with the E8m, [ bought a few F units

16, 17. Views of the roof. Notice how the exhaust stains in non-ATSF colors, intending to continue the ATSF passenger
seem to be the result of airflow. story with an ABBA F7 as my next project.
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Views of the completed locomotive

20. Side view showing the very balanced proportions of the
E-series locomotives.

21. Completed locomotive on tracks somewhere in
“California in 1965,” 87 times smaller, and on a layout a few
18, 19. Classic % front views. thousand miles away.
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.To
view, click or tap the image, then on the web page that

: o ! RATE THIS ARTICLE
comes up, spin the model to view it from all sides.
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E1 FOREFATHER AND ESM REBUILDING

Electro-Motive Corporation’s E1 model is considered the pio-
neer streamlined diesel locomotive for the Atchison Topeka
and Santa Fe Railway (ATSF). Production started in 1937, and
soon the first E1 locomotive set, combined with the new Budd
lightweight passenger cars, formed the first all-lightweight
streamlined Super Chief consist.

The E1 had an A-1-A wheel arrangement, and each unit was
powered by a pair of Winton 201A engines that offered a total
combined output of 1800 hp. The development of the E1 coin-
cides with the birth of the famous Warbonnet scheme fash-
ioned by General Motors (GM) especially for the E1.

The elegant Warbonnets became the motive power for various
ATSF passenger trains. These trains included the transcon-
tinental Chief, Super Chief, and El Capitan as well as region-
als like the San Diegan, the Golden Gate, the Chicagoan, and
Kansas Cityan.

With the advent of newer EMD locomotives such as FTs, E3s,
E6s, and F units (all powered by the more efficient, powerful,
and reliable 567 engine), the E1s moved away from transcon-
tinental service. E1s got assigned to more regional duties such
as the very successful San Diegan train and the Golden Gate in
California - as well as running on other shorter trains in the
eastern part of the ATSF system.

In particular, locomotive number 7 (built in 1938) got assigned
to the San Diegan and worked the line between Los Angeles
and San Diego daily.

In 1952/1953, EMD rebuilt the E1 locomotives to almost E8
standards, using V12 567B engines rated at 1000hp each. EMD
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“detuned” the 567 engines to provide a total combined output

of 2000hp instead of the 2250hp of a regular E8. However, EMD
kept the original E1s traction motors, hence the reason for the
slightly declined output.

ATSF reclassed the 13 rebuilt locomotives as the E8m series
and numbered them from 80L to 87L for the A units (or cab
units). The booster or B units got assigned road-numbers
80A-84A.

For a very brief time, the units did carry their original road
numbers (2L-8L, 1A-4A).

ATSF SERVICE

Following their rebuild program, some of the E8m units worked
on the ATSF’s Coastlines for ten months before getting re-
assigned east. In California they worked on the San Diegans
and the Golden Gates, connecting Los Angeles with San Diego
and San Fransisco respectively.

The San Diegan survived up to and including the Amtrak era,
while the Golden Gates served up to 1965. In San Diegan service,
E8m units have been seen in A-A consists; while in Golden Gates,
the units have been seen in A-B and A-B-A consists, the latter
necessitated by the longer Golden Gates consists at the time.

In the east, they ran in relatively short connecting trains which
are ideal modeling subjects for those of us looking for manage-
able passenger train lengths. Examples of such trains include
the Denver-La Junta number 190/201 which used a single E8m
as motive power, as well as train 211/212, the Tulsan.

The latter train, with an E8m at the point, can be seen arriving
at lola, Kansas, in a classic video by Emery Gulash. It was not
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E1 FOREFATHER AND E8M REBUILDING CONTINUED ...

23. Front of my E8m
model, illustrating
most of the front visual
changes made to this
locomotive.

unusual for the Denver-La Junta train (by 1967) to see a single
E8m followed by one lightweight baggage car and only one or
two 44/48-seat lightweight coaches.

This rare example gives us modelers a very short all-lightweight
streamlined passenger train while being prototypical at the same
time. A great short consist for many small-layout owners/builders!

EXTERNAL CHARACTERISTICS OF THE E8M
THROUGHOUT ITS SERVICE LIFE

Over the years of its service, the ESm underwent various modi-
fications as to external looks. It is best to find dated photo-
graphs of a specific road number if possible, to confirm the
specifics, since they may vary from the generally chronological
outline below.

1. Immediately after rebuild (early 1953), the units retained flush
number boards, original road numbers (2L to 8L), typical grab
irons without any additions, and single-chime air horns (one
forward-looking, one backward).

2. From mid-1953 onward, same as above but with class-80 road
numbers (80L-87L). Units have been seen with this appearance
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as late as 1958. For example, we have 85L images from ~1958
with this look.

Retaining flush number boards and class 80 road numbers but
with added can-type antenna mounted on a metal platform. Five-
chime Leslie air horn, but rear-facing single air horn retained. For
instance, we can see this on unit 80L circa 1959 to 1961.

4. Installation of F3/F7 number boards and class 80 road num-
bers. Rest of details same as previously (no new antennas). We
can see this on 87L for instance, circa 1965.

5. Has F3/F7 number boards, class-80 road numbers, added nose
ladder (seven grab irons), and added eyebrow grab irons over the
front cab windows. Added can-type antenna mounted on a metal
platform (post 1959). In some units with a five-chime Leslie air
horn replaced one or both of the single chime ones. As an ex-
amples of this we have 87L seen around 1967.

Some notes on visual characteristics:
® Road number 87L had the normal small lower headlight on
the nose (which was the same as the stock part on the E9A).
® Other road numbers had the larger ATSF-type which can be
found in the Highliners’ A-Unit F kit.
B Fuel tank side skirts have been removed in some locomotives
in the sixties.
®  The87L in 1965 photo-
graphs has the skirts, while
1966 and 1967 photos show
them removed.
'The majority of the visual
changes on the front of the lo-
{ comotive can be seenin [23]. =
24. A selection of the

materials and parts used
for the E8m project.
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DEeTAIL PARTS

BLMA Models
Drill Guide for Grab Irons #4500
Grab Irons 18” Straight Type #4512

Details West
Number Boards F7 #NB-165

Microscale Decals
Santa Fe EMD E and F Unit Diesels
#87-101

Plano Models

E8A Grille Set FARR Type #14832
Lift Rings - 48,3 3/8” 0.D.X 13/4
LD. #14651

Tichy Train Group
Grabirons 18" Drop Type “HO” #3015

Assorted Styrene Strips, Rods
and Sheets. =

COLORS, PRIMERS, & WEATHERING MATERIALS

Gunze Acrylic Colors
Yellow FS-13538
USN Blue Angels #H329

Tamiya Acrylic Colors
White #X-2

Red #X-7

Smoke #X-19

Clear #X-22

Buff #XF-57

AK Interactive Enamel
Colors (Weathering)
Rainmarks for NATO TANKS #AK 074
Engine Grime #AK 082

Alclad2 Lacquers
White Aluminum #ALC-106

‘ MRHMAG.COM

Gunze Mr. Hobby Primers
Mr Finishing Surfacer #1500 GRAY
Mr Finishing Surfacer #1500
BLACK

Mr Surfacer #500

Winsor & Newton
Raw Umber Oil color #35
Galeria matte Varnish (Acrylic)

Royal Talens Van Gogh
Series Oil Colors

Burnt Umber #409

Lamp Black #702

Paynes Grey #708 =
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loANNIS KRASSAS

¥ Ioannis was introduced to model railroads
“' by his father at a very young age when he
‘ opened his first Lima HO scale train set as
: a Christmas present. At the same time, due
| to apartment living and a strong love of
aircraft, he got into scale aircraft modeling
as his main hobby.

Ioannis got back into model railroads in

2013, choosing North American proto-
types, and in particular the Santa Fe Railroad in California in
the 1960s. Choosing American railroads was easy and natural
given his strong preference of American aircraft and aviation
history. Memories of American-built diesels while railfanning
as a child with his father surely played a role as well.

lIoannis is currently building a layout representing a small
part of the ATSF’s Los Angeles Division. He prefers scratch-
building structures and buildings, as well as modifying/
repainting locomotives and rolling stock. He is a member of
the Santa Fe Railway Historical and Modeling Society, and
although trains have taken over his workbench, he still tries
to tackle with the occasional aviation project in 1/48 scale.

lIoannis lives in Thessaloniki, Northern Greece, with his
wife and young daughter. Professionally he is an economist,
and currently teaches finance in the American College of
Thessaloniki and other higher education institutions. ®
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JoE FUGATE: THE SECRET TO gimaiiniaia
CUTTING PERFECT RAIL GAPS RATE THIS ARTICLE

WITH A MOTOR TOOL ...

IF YOU’VE EVER TRIED TO CUT RAIL GAPS

with a normal cutoff disk using a motor tool, you know the cut
angle needs to be at a substantial slant. While technically, there
is nothing wrong with a slanted gap [1], I cringe when things like
this are not perpendicular!

Recently, I went looking for a way to easily and inexpensively use
my existing motor tool to cut perfectly vertical gaps.

With a bit of Google searching, I found diamond cutoff discs on
Amazon. Not only are these cutoff disks more durable than normal
cutoff disks, theyre available in a large array of sizes. Ah-hah!

For one, I found this nice set of cutting discs ranging from 5/8" to
1-1/2" in size for just $10 on Amazon: a.co/d/7bOCgHz .

., ’

1. When using a motor tool with a normal cutoff disc, you're forced
to cut rail gaps at a significant slant. Also, normal discs break easily.

< MRHMAG.COM RESJS;I;ER
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But I wanted to find the largest disc I could, so I went with a
2-3/8" (60mm) one that fills the bill nicely [2] since it’s at least
3/8" larger than the circa 2" motor tool body.

To be fair, there are other ways to make it possible to cut per-
fectly vertical rail gaps with a Dremel motor tool. One is to get a
Dremel flexible shaft extension. The handle of the shaft is much
smaller than the body of the Dremel, allowing you to cut vertical
gaps more easily with smaller discs. But this add-on costs $25.

Another method uses a right angle attachment, since it also allows
cutting vertical gaps with small discs. But the cost is $18.

You can also find smaller light duty motor tools such as the Pros
Kit mini-grinder ($25). It's small enough you can make almost
vertical rail gap cuts with a normal cutoff disc.

But for me, the 2-3/8" disc is perfect at ~$1 per long lasting disc.

I cut with it on the tool’s slow speed [3] because a disc that large
spins a lot faster than the tiny cutoff discs. These last a long time
and the price is right for ten of them!

2.1 bought ten 2-3/8" diamond
cutoff discs on Amazon for $14
(free shipping for Prime mem-

bers). These diamond disks are
thin but hold up well.

WEB: a.co/d/916ZsCT

3. Ah, gap cutting heaven! Now |
can cut perfectly vertical rail gaps
and it only cost a few dollars for a
long-lasting ten disk supply! I run
the tool at its lowest speed set-
ting because the edge on these

== larger discs spin at a faster rate

because of their larger size.
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Joe FUGATE: CHANGES FOR JANUARY 2019 AND BEYOND ... PLUS

REPLACEMENTS FOR FLOQUIL/POLYSCALE  glaiiailaiiaiiias
RATE THIS ARTICLE

NOw THAT RUNNING EXTRA AND THE NEW MRH
adjusted to match ad revenue have been going for a couple months
now, it’s time to make some improvements for 2019.

Because the page count of MRH is more limited thanks to declining
ad placements, as of this issue were publishing shorter articles to
get the variety of the free MRH back up within the page count we
have to work with.

Were also changing the order of things in the magazine to make it
clear theres still a lot of great content in these pages past the cover
story. As part of this change, were making the Electrical Impulses

column (now being written by many different normal contributing
authors) back into a normal article but calling it a recurring series.

As aresult of all these changes of late, were now publishing mzore
articles than ever. That means your chances of getting published in
either MRH or Running Extra are greater than they've ever been!

I'm also making some changes regarding editorial content. For the
magazines, 'm moving to more how-to insights in my editorials,
giving you real hands-on goodies you can use. We've also eliminated
“Reverse Running” and added “Ah-Hah Moments, a short but awe-
some bit of meaty modeling how-to insight.

INDEX TABLE OF CONTENTS >
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WeTe also changing how the table of contents works in MRH. The
grayed-out list of stories for Running Extra (RE) in MRH created a lot
of confusion. People somehow thought the MRH magazine PDF ought
to be “smart” and ungray the RE TOC once they bought RE.

So to clear up the confusion, we've turned the Running Extra
table of contents page in MRH into an advertisement that you
click on to make a purchase. Hopefully, it becomes clear a PDF
ad doesn’'t “know” anything. Once you buy RE, go to the link we
email you and you will be able to access those articles!

Every issue of the magazine has white space in the articles, so
weTe also placing ads for the RE articles throughout MRH. If
you see something interesting, you can click on the ad and buy
Running Extra to download and access all the extra articles.

ADVERTISEMENT

ADVERTISEMENT

Splmes make smooth curves.

Making splines takes a long time!k

Custom CNC roadbed is precise,
costs less, and builds more quickly.

Laser-cut splines -
accurate enough

for hand-laid track.
Plan for the future! [

How will you build your layout?

3”‘1)%(1 3D CAD EIl Dorado

The ultimate track planning software SOFTWARE

Click here to
learn how!|
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AN AMERICAN STAPLE

AT LEAST ONE IN EVERY MANIFEST TRAIN!

The effort continues to expand the Athearn® N-scale product line. We are excited to announce _
another main stream freight car for North American prototype modelers! Introducing the Brand new N-scale model
Pullman Standard 4427cf 3-bay covered hopper. This prototype had an exceptional amount o Fully assembled and ready for your layout

of paint schemes available as-built, and for many years in secondary paint schemes. o Weighted for optimum performance

 Body mounted McHenry operating scale
knuckle couplers

* Roller bearing trucks with 36” machined metal
wheels and RP25 contours operate on all popular
brands of track

These cars are common all over North America for contemporary modelers due to their
prolific use in carrying many different bulk commodity products. The most common of which
is agriculture products such as grain. No matter the railroad, any grain or manifest train during
or after 1966 would have a PS 4427cf covered hopper represented in the train. From ATSF

to TLDX, these cars are ubiquitous to North American railroading.

$28.98 INDIVIDUAL | $84.98 3-PACK
VISIT ATHEARN.COM FOR COMPLETE LIST OF ROADNAMES AND FEATURES. ORDER TODAY!

/QB!ZQ?‘L> VISIT > CLICK > CALL >ssmou5FUN“

©2018 Horizon Hobby, LC. Athearn, Genessand McHenry areregisterd tredemarks of Horizon Hobby, L. Allotertrademarks sevicemarks and ogos arepropetyof thei espectve wners. Final models may vay fightl from photos shown. 60395
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The new N Scale Thomas Kinkade
Painter of Light" Series will
feature twelve remarkable Thomas
Kinkade paintings on black boxcars
and will also include a locomotive and
caboose. Each car will be equipped

THOMAS!KINKADE

st f 2l

THOMASFKINKADE

DLinder (/ i/(///

SE———

o

with inferior lighting that can be
turned on and off from the outside of
the car using a wand, fo illuminate the

SCENERY

simple
e NEW Grass Mats & Flocking
now available

e Easy to use in all popular
modeling scales

¢ Realistic colors & textures
for all seasons

painting on the side of the car. Cars
will also be available without the

THOMASFKINKADE ..
interior lighting component.

Pvinter (/ %/('(///

5 g — o WITH INTERIOR LIGHT » $39.95 EACH
WITHOUT INTERIOR LIGHT « $31.95 EACH
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Post-Floquil paint replacements

Jim Six mentioned needing to find good replacement paints for his
dwindling Floquil and PollyScale paint stash. Weve addressed this
before but this sounds like a good topic to revisit.

A couple years back, I was feeling the pain of my own dwindling stash
of Floquil and PollyScale paints, so I set out to do the research and find
good replacements.

First, I contacted Testors (the ones who bought the Floquil / PollyScale
paint line back circa 2000) and discussed my thoughts with them. They
were very enthusiastic about doing something to solve this need, so
they eagerly sent me a full set of Model Master paints to use to do color
matching with the old Floquil / PollyScale paint line.

Special
slow-drying
formula perfect
for static grass
and other scenery
materials.

%NE@STEH

Scenen) VO WOFE]

STAIIC GRASS GLUE

e

A el s

CLICK HERE TO LEARN MORE!

Support your local hobby shop * visit walthers.com e call 1-800-4-TRAINS

__ WALTHERS

©2018 Wm. K. Walthers, Inc.
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Another thing I wanted to do was to look at the current state of more
environmentally friendly acrylic paints.

If you look at what has happened with acrylic paints in industry, all
major painting now uses acrylics. When more durable paint is needed,
the auto makers, airplane makers, ship manufacturers, and railroad
manufacturers all use acrylic polyurethane enamel paint these days.

In other words, acrylic paints have come a long ways since the early
days. There's no argument that water-based paints are simpler to use
and alot safer.

So the handwriting is on the wall — everyone is moving to acrylic
paint and away from solvent-based paints. As I have gotten older, I've
also had a few health issues crop up from using solvent paints, so I've
become a lot more cautious about solvent paints.

You can use solvent-based

paints, certainly, and there THE '\10‘13' QETIED ';"’bbYESt'S.

are some good ones on the G“lde to acryllc pamtmg
market such as Scalecoat, st-Floquilwii
.in apo -Floquil wor

Tru-Color, and Testor’s
Model Master solvent paints.
However, big caveat — make
Very sure you use a respira-
tor mask and skin protection
to keep the solvents from
getting aborbed into your
system! Your liver will defi-
nitely thank you.

AS fOI' the mOdeI'Il a.CI'YIiC Z MODEL RAILROAD HOEEYIST
model paints, there
are three great brands

By Joe Fugate  poFLaNDscAPE EpmioN (B)
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ALCO FA-2 LONG ISLAND RAILROAD
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ALCO FPA-Z wmswus & NASHVILLE (WITH GYRALITE) l# ALCO FA-2 MISSOURI PACIFIC 3# ALCO FPA-2 MISSOURI PACIFIC 3#
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ALCO FA-2 NEW YORK CENTRAL

ALCO FB-2 BALTIMORE & OHIO ALCO FPB-2 BALTIMORE & OHIO ALCO FB-2 CHICAGO AND NORTH WESTERN MLW F8-2 CANADIAN PACIFIC (BLOCK)
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MUW FPB-2 CANADIAN PACIFIC (BLOCK) MU F8-2 CANADIAN PACIFIC (SCRIPT) MUW FP8-2 CANADIAN PACIFIC (SCRIPT) MLWFB-2CP RAILMULTIMARK

ALCO FB-2 LEHIGH VALLEY

ALCO FPB-2 LEHIGH VALLEY ALCO F8-2 MISSOURI PACIFIC ALCO FB-2 NEW HAVEN MCGINNIS
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available: Badger Modelflex, Testors Model Master acrylics, and
Vallejo Model Air / Game Air.

I have found if you use the high performance thinner formula I rec-
ommend (see the book), these acrylics act almost like solvent-based
paints and you'll never want to go back to solvent paints again.

I cover all the details of these paints, along with provide mixing
formulas [1] to duplicate the Floquil and PollyScale common col-
ors in the free-to-download MRH Acrylic Painting guide you can
get here: mrhmag.com/subscribers-only/painting/acrylics ...

MRH’s Floquil / PollyScale Paint Equivalents Conversion Chart - 1

MRH'’s Floquil / PollyScale Paint Equivalents Conversion Chart - 2

Floguil - PollyScale _ Color (approx) _ Model Master _Vallejo - Microlux __ MODELflex Notes Floguil-Pollyscale  Color (approx) _ Model Master _Valleo - icrolux __ MODELflex

Primer Gray MM 4763 VMA 71.050 1612 Tuscan MM 4605 VMA 71,036 1615

ML 29008
Engine Black MM 4888 16-01 Reefer Orange

VMA 71251 MM 2682 VMA71.083 16-09

Shedn P;‘:':; MM 4795 VMA 71057 16-448 Reefer Yellow MM 4879 VMA 71078 16-10
ML 25005
Iy Black MM 797 WMATLO21 16440 Roof B MM 4834 16-17¢
Oily Blac) o 6 gt Brn oo VMA 71249 °
16-407*
Weathered ML29022 Railroad Tie ML29003 | Closer match...
(Tarnished) Black L0 VMA 71054 e Brown L VMA 71029 3pt 16-407
1pt16-04
' ML 29001
Reeler Gray M gees VMA 71045 16-04 Rail Brown MM a708° 16175
MM 4761 WA 71129
ML 29004 ML 29005
Reefer Whi M 187 16-02 s MM 167: 16172
Bafa NS 57, VMA 71,001 o o o2 VMA71.037 e
WMA 71,085
M1 20007 Closer match
rimy Black MM 4857 164 » MM 487 16
Grimy Blac 58 i 6-03 e 6| M7 2
TptVMA 71132
5 e i 16-92
29007 rmatch...
Caboose Red ":'::::;' 1pt VMA 71,003 16-08 Aged Concrete MM 4875 -t ““;:‘ math
19t VMA 71102 : e
Jose but ch._AlIMODEL e migios fiish * Indcates 3 close but not exact match. Al MODELflex pain s a semigloss finish
+Gloss finish. # Semigloss finsh. Vallio Model A/Game A MicroLux, and Model Master pints flat frish unless marked: 1 Gloss inish. # Semigloss fnish,
Red.
old Pollcale color Add 20% it meddum o get semi-gloss
Rty MRH Guide to acrylic painting Page: 15 Chapter % Paintconversionchart » TABLE OF CONTENTS

1. MRH's Acrylic Painting guide (eBook is free to registered MRH
readers) has formulas for duplicating the common Floquil and
PollyScale paint colors with Testors Model Master, Vallejo, and
Badger Modelflex paints. The book also has some economical thin-
ner formulas, including my favorite, the high-performance acrylic
thinner formula that makes acrylics act more like solvent paints.

B
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NED K4 WILL WOW YOU
DCC WOWSOWO-EQUIPPED K4 4-6-2 PACIFIC

New to Bachmann’s Spectrum® line, our Streamlined K4 4-6-2 will make you say “wow.” This DCC sound-equipped
model includes a TCS WOWSound® CD-quality 16-bit 44,100Hz decoder with Audio Assist® for easy configuration
without programming CVs as well as a Keep-Alive® device for uninterrupted operation, even over dirty track. It features a
WOWSound® steam locomotive sound package that includes bell, whistle, blow down, cylinder cocks, water fill, coupler
close/release, brake release and application, momentum, grade crossing quill, departing and arriving station
announcements, and more. Get wowed: visit your favorite hobby dealer to see the Streamlined K4 today!

¢ operating headlight WM@W

¢ all metal chassis

Features include:

¢ DCC sound-equipped for sound, speed, direction,
and lighting control

o true CD quality audio in 16-bit 44,100Hz sound ® blackened metal wheels and siderods

 Keep-Alive® device that keeps your engine running during ¢ die-cast trailing truck
power interruptions due to dirty track or loss of electrical contact ¢ painted engineer and fireman figures

¢ metal cut levers

* separately applied parts including pump, handrails,
grabirons and tender ladder

® E-Z Mate® Mark II couplers, front and rear

* voice-guided Audio Assist® programming tool for easy set-up of
almost all decoder functionality
o dual de NMRA- 1i i d

* precision motor

4

PRR #1120 & PRR #3678 &
Item No. 85301 A,j.“_ Item No. 85303 “-\x L

Click to

SHIPPING NOW
MSRP $469.00 each

PRR #5338

Item No. 85304 ___\.l/\‘_
K

Bachmann Industries, Inc. ® 1400 East Erie Avenue ¢ Philadelphia, PA 19124 USA * www.bachmanntrains.com

Click for more information.
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(free)
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ADVERTISEMENT

JABOOSE.

Sharing Our Passion for Trains Since 1938

CLICK HERE

for the

Serious Modeler’s
Resourcel

More than 148,721 items,
over 567 manufacturers,
most at a discount from
full retail — all at
a fair price.
As always, in-stock orders of

$100.00 or more ship free
within the Continental U.S.!*

*surcharges may apply for oversize items.

10800 West Alameda Ave.
Lakewood, CO 80226
(303) 777-6766

If you prefer a paperback, you
can also purchase a paperback
version on the MRH Store here
for just $17 plus shipping and
handling:

WEB: store.mrhmag.com/
apps/search?g=acrylic

One question I get asked is how
well these paints, especially the
Vallejo Model Air / Game Air or
Badger Modelflex paints, work
for brush painting?

Model Air and Game Air work
fine most of the time, but the
Badger Modelflex can be a

bit thin sometimes for brush
painting. In the book, I recom-
mend getting some acrylic
paste medium and mixing a
little of that with these paints
to give them some more body
for brush painting if needed.

This is just one of many such
tips in this book. The point is

get the book!

You will find it’s loaded with
helpful insights that enable you
to get the very best results from
these safer acrylic paints.
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T
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MRH CONTEST: “California Basement” Challenge

S1000 GRAND PRIZE » S500 FIRST PRIZE
S250 - Honorable mentions (two chosen)

Goal: Design a layout for a one- or two-car garage
(your choice). ENTRY DEADLINE: FEB 28, 2019

Two room-size Z Z

choices:

Single car garage o s
(1 4’x24' ) Double-car garage

Double car garage
(24'x24')

Single-car garage

12’ aaraae door 22 aaraae door

Note: This is a wide open home layout design contest using any design approach. This is
not a modular-only contest like past contests.

CONTEST RULES

Scale: Z-G, standard or narrow gauge.

B Draw up a final track plan and write up the design to be published. Extra points awarded for a
high quality track plan, text, illustrations, photos, and captions.

B Describe the layout theme, rationale, and era (if any).

B Qutline the basic construction methods you would take if you were to build this design.
Extra points awarded for innovative thinking.

B The car does not need to go into the garage. You can use the entire space. However, the
garage door does need to remain functional, it cannot be sealed shut, so describe what you
will do to deal with that need.

B Beyond that, pretty much anything goes. Have fun and let's come up with some interesting
track plans for a garage.

B All submissions must be publishable. If the submission is not formatted to be ready for publi-
cation, it will be disqualified. Take the time to be complete, provide captions, and to describe
things completely in your text. See the

B The best submissions will be published and contributors paid for the article.

( SUBMIT ENTRY (Choose “Contest entry”) )

REGISTER
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I can tell you I'm really sold on using these paints and I love them
more than I ever did using the Floquil and PollyScale paints.

One great discovery, thanks to Vallejo, is using drop bottles to dis-
pense the paint. I've become such a fan of drop bottles that I buy
plastic dropper bottles off Amazon (amzn.com/BO0ORIYDCC) and
repackage my bottle paints into these bottles.

The paint lasts longer and it’s extemely easy to dispense the paint
without making a mess via drop bottles. So check out the book if
you haven't already! [/]

OO0
VIEw READER
COMMMENTS

ADVERTISEMENT

RﬁTATING STORAGE RACK
On its own, or fully loaded with Mt. Albert Scale Lumber!
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LAST ISSUE'S RATINGS Are you being

penny wise and
ypound foolish &
with your vthbg?

The three top-rated articles in the December 2018 issue of
Model Railroad Hobbyist are:

4.4 What's Neat: Soundtraxx steam install, ...
4.3 Electrical Impulses: Signaling my layout, part 3
4.3 MRH Q-A-T: Tank cars/covered hoppers & small layouts, ...

-

- e -
- .
A

- -

-

Y
Issue overall: 4.4 . JibE B

Please rate the articles! Click the reader comments but-
ton on each article and select the star rating you think each
article deserves. We depend on these ratings to help us deter-

mine which articles to publish, so your rating matters! = The Januarg issue of Running Extra has
tips that can save you hundreds of
dollars and hundreds of hours - and
that's just one issue!

Get the latest Model Railroading News, Tips, Reviews & Opinions

A ~350 pages, $1.99 ea. RUNNING
=< 1year sub: $19.99 Y i EXTRA
§§ All the free MRH content with X 20—

f ads plus another ~150 pages of Ml | "Broadwaylllimited]K3|Racific
ad-free in-depth articles and > How
columns.

Our iTunes feed has changed search for You can buy and download single issues

or get a 12-issue subscription.

“Mike And Scotty Live” to receive the latest episodes!

www.themodelrailroadpodcast.com Subscribe to
Hosts: Don’t Miss our Monthly Interviews Running Extra

Scott Mason: www.scottymason.com & Product Announcements

AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA

More in-depth articles than ads can pay for ...

click here .
Mike Rose: www.mrhobby.com Paper mags: 8 cents per page

Running Extra: 1/2 cent per page!
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IMIAIN STREET AMERICA

HISTORIC ARCHITECTURE
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» CLICK
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www.mainstreet-heritage.com % & 0 kits

HOBBY
MARKETPLACE
ads are
economical and
effective.

Click HERE to learn more.
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CPR Station Signs
3 different styles

5 different sizes
etched brass with
decal lettering

Black Cat Publishing
(204)489-5005

ajfergus@mymts.net
blackcatdecals.com

O Scale Kit 335-D

Motor Conversion for Machine Tools
Shown adapted to our 335-A Engine Lathe

Our Machine Tool kits are of the overhead belt type.
This kit, allows for attaching an electric motor directly to
the machine. The Kit includes a new style electric motor,
A base and various pulleys and hardware.

Made in USA $12.00

HO & O Scale Machinery, Derricks,
Engines, Hardware & Waterfront Models
Pawtucket, R1 02861 Tel 401-723-0065
www.crowriverproducts.com

MRH MARKETPLACE | 2

P.0. Box 6 Paonia, CO 81428
Ph. 970 527 4586
Made in The USA
Cast resin items for All Scales.

Tunnel portals,bridge piers, abutments,

culverts, and retaining walls.
Trackside details and sage brush tree

armatures.
“FREE SHIPPING see website for details”

_ngs_s!-_-z

VP A S
MODEL SPECIALTIES

MonasHEE
LAser
ENGINEERING

MANUFACTURERS OF FINE RAILROAD
STRUCTURES AND ROLLING STOCK MODEL KITS

IF WE CAN DRAWIT ...

"Sophisticated
Model Railroad

Electronics™ g

. ™
; LoGIc RAIL
tJ TECHNOLOGIES

Please visit our website and online store!

21175 Tomball Pkwy Phone: (281)251-5813
Suite 287 http:/lwww.logicrailtech.com
Houston, TX 77070 info@logicrailtech.com

MasterpieceModules.com
T-trak Module Kits & more
CNC machined precision finger joints
parts are self-locating & self-clamping
All hardware is included

and Ave Unit 617
Huron, MI 48060

ADDRESS

pierre.oliver@elgincarshops.com

www.yarmouthmodelworks.com. __ St. Thomas, ON

HO DIESEL SUPPLY

CUSTOM SOUND LOCO’S-REPAIRS-UPGRADES
Weathered New and Rebuilt Locomotives
Powered Chassis-Trucks-Motors-Handrails-Electronics
Parts Inventory Always Changing
www.hodieselsupply.com
email:gerry@hodieselsupply.com
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GOLDEN AGE LINE

MODELS, LLC

USRA DS Express Box
NWP Redwood Empire

westerfieldmodels.com

MOUNTAIN SUBDIVISION HOBBIES

www.modelrrsupply.com

FREE USA SHIPPING OVER $39.00

NCE - SOUNDTRAXX - DIGITRAX - ESU LOKSOUND
SPROG - DCC SPECTIALTIES - INTERMOUNTAIN - CMX
BAR MILLS - BOWSER - ATLAS - CIRCUITRON - PECO

RIX - PIKESTUFF - CENTRAL VALLEY AND MORE!!

PRECISION DESIGN CO.
LASERCUT KITS - CUSTOM DECALS

PDC.CA

Authorized RailPro Dealer
FREE SHIPPING in the US and CANADA

Great Decals!™

FEC, Interstate, Virginian
Railway, & L&N Titles K

After Hours Graphics Line \c

Coupler Gages and More

In O, S, HO, and N Scales

‘ MRHMAG.COM

Your ad could be in
this space for as low
2s 88 a month,

Click to learn more ..

2019 TROLLEY CALENDAR
Full cover and 13 B &W photos
East Penn Traction Club
c/o Charles Lon
227 Locust Roa
Fort Washington, PA 19034

Model Railroad Control Systems
Geoff Bunza Project Boards

DCC Occupancy Detectors
CMRInet Compatible Nodes
Layout Telephone Systems

RFID Switchlist Generator

Switch Machines and Drivers

Click Here

MAKE ALE THE

DIFFERENCE !"
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(free)
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Norfolk and Western Historical Society

Looking for N&W or
Virginian models,
books or videos?
Check out the
N&WHS Commissary
for the best selection
anywhere!

Researching an N&W or VGN
project? Our Archives
probably has what you need.
We have well over 150,000
items already cataloged with
more added all the time.
Drawings, photos, diagrams
are just a few of the many
items in our collection.
Consider joining for 545 per
year. You get 4 high quality
magazines and members save
on items from the archive!

( Click Here! )

ADVERTISEMENT

Waiting a

MONTH

just too long?

Check out Ken Patterson’s

WEEKLY VIDEO
PODCAST!

Get your weekly
What's Neat
fix on YouTube!

( Check it out »

Watch Ken's What's Neat This
Week video podcast on
YouTube each week!
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Modeling a
New York Central

Class K3q Pacific

- ,

NEW YORK CENTRAL LINES S STTNRNTS Whewr |

ndi “ =
| SRR o i ol
JlM SlX upgrades a Broadway Limited USRA 1. Upgraded Broadway Limited NYC 4-6-2, engineer’s side.
4-6-2, with assistance from Ray Breyer ...
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Model Railroad Hobbyist | January 2019 | #107

AT A A
RATE THIS ARTICLE

I HAVE WANTED TO MODEL A NYC 4-6-2 PACIFIC
for some time. Now that Broadway Limited has released the
USRA Pacific, we have a loco that makes a good foundation for
this project.

Yes, I could have found an older brass model but am not ready to
start rebuilding brass steam locomotives. As you can see, I did a lot
of re-detailing of the model.

Why an NYC Pacific?

I've been asked why I chose a 4-6-2 Pacific. After all, the New York
Central was famous for its fleet of passenger steam locomotives,
particularly its hugely popular 4-6-4 J-class Hudson locomotive.
Let’s take a brieflook at NYC passenger power.

Worth noting, the railroad operated 4-6-0 ten wheelers right up
into the 1950s. They operated on branch lines in Michigan and
in Ontario, Canada. Those 4-6-0 Ten-Wheelers were nice “little”
locomotives but couldn’t pull much of a train.

Next came the 4-6-2 Pacific locomotives. The NYC had many in
the K-class and there were plenty of these Pacific locomotives

on the roster. Most of the New York Central Lines had K-3 Pacific
locomotives. They are a pretty useful locomotive to know about if
youre a NYC modeler.

B&A, CASO, CCC&StL, LS&MS, NYC&HR, NYC, P&E all had
them. The only major subsidiaries that never had them were the

P&LE (they had K-4 and K-6 engines) and the LE&W (they never
had any Pacific locomotives). The LE&W became part of the
Nickel Plate Road in 1917.

The NYC K-class was only available in HO as brass or as the old
Bowser kit locomotive.

Next came the famous NYC 4-6-4 Hudson. Several HO scale
models are available, but I have none and won't be adding any
because the Hudson was not put in service until 1927.

In 1927, they were few and were confined to mainlines. They
certainly did not make it to Sturgis. Then there was the majestic
Niagara 4-8-4, but it first appeared in the mid-1940s, way too late
for my 1927 setting, and they were not operated on branch lines.

‘ MRHMAG.COM REGISTER

(free)
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So, where does this leave me? The answer for me is to add a 4-6-2
class K3 Pacific to my locomotive roster by re-detailing a USRA
light Pacific. The most common 4-6-2 on the New York Central in
the middle 1920s was class K3.

The K3 class Pacific locomotives were very similar to the USRA
locomotive, most importantly the boiler size and shape. I know
that most modelers will be pleased with the Broadway USRA
Pacific factory painted for the NYC.

The New York Central had plenty of USRA locomotives, including
194 H6 class 2-8-2 Mikados and ten Z1 class 2-10-2 Texas drag
locomotives, but they had no USRA 4-6-2 Pacific locomotives.

Then again, most modelers are not sufficiently familiar with the
NYC K3 locomotives to know the differences. As you will see,

I did not have to do a ton of work to make a credible NYC K3q
class model.

My New York Central locomotive roster includes two Trix 2-8-2s,
one Broadway Limited 4-6-2, two Bachmann 4-6-0s, and a lone
Proto 2000 2-10-2 for handling the coal trains to and from the
power plant. I do have a Bachmann 2-8-0 that I plan to make
into an NYC 2-8-0, but I am not there yet.

I also have one Overland brass NYC class H5 2-8-2. I got it from
a friend in Texas who improved some details and made sure
that it runs well. All my steam locomotives run very well and
have bullet-proof reliability. I have added details and weather-
ing to some.

All will eventually visit my workbench for similar treatment.
In short, I have developed a “sub-hobby” of re-detailing HO
steam locomotives to better represent specific New York Central

prototypes.

'The model featured here is a Broadway Limited USRA light
Pacific that I “tweaked” to specifically represent NYC K3 6467.
Without an available NYC Pacific I opted to start with the new
Broadway Limited USRA 4-6-2 model and change some detail to
better match a specific NYC K3q class locomotive.

While not a perfect match, I think it is pretty good.

Judge for yourself. The prototype for this locomotive was a Big
Four (CCC&StL) 4-6-2 passenger locomotive. By 1927, the Big
Four had become a component of the greater New York Central
Lines. The Big Four locomotives, in fact, looked like many other
NYC locomotives.

The one real difference was that the railroad name on the sides
of the tender stated NEW YORK CENTRAL LINES whereas NYC
locomotive tenders simply said NEW YORK CENTRAL. Small
sub-lettering high on the tender sides read CCC&StL.

The same was true for the Michigan Central, Toledo and Ohio
Central, Pittsburgh and Lake Erie, and the Peoria and Eastern
railroads.

If you are considering modeling a New York Central K3 locomo-
tive, be aware that several brass NYC Pacific locomotives have
been produced over the past 50 years. They can be found on eBay
and other places. I had one, and in a moment of pique let it go.

I had become frustrated with the cost of making brass models
run well, adding DCC/sound, then painting them. Doing so is
an expensive proposition not to be taken lightly. At the time, the
cost was simply too high for me.

I planned to do some simple detail changes that I (and most
modelers) would find not too difficult to do.
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WHY | LOVE MODELING STEAM IN 1927

Do you enjoy American history? Do you like learning and know-
ing about times gone by? Do you like steam locomotives, wooden
freight cars, and cabooses? If you do, then modeling an early
setting can help you enjoy and appreciate all these things. This is
a perfect time for HO scale modelers with so many great steam
locomotives and early rolling stock that are available today.

Me? I love history and early railroading. I love them a lot, so
much so that after much deliberation I gave up modeling the
“diesel era” and backdated to modeling 1927. This obviously
means that I need steam locomotives.

Having steam locomotives in HO scale is not much of an issue if
you are modeling the New York Central, Pennsylvania, or maybe
the Union Pacific (if you like Big Boys and Challengers). If you

want to model the Southern Pacific or the Norfolk and Western,

while there are a few big steam locomotives available, things
aren't quite as simple.

Even the Union Pacific will require brass models if you want
smaller locomotives. If you want to model most other railroads,
you will be crossing over into “dark territory.” Few other steam
locomotives are available other than one or two for any railroad.

Because of this, most model railroaders are left with few choices
— switch your prototype of choice to the ATSF, PRR, NYC, SP or
UP. Or, freelance a railroad as Bill Darnaby has done with his
Maumee Route, or search the brass market for a limited selection
representing other railroads and be prepared to pay the price -
or move your modeled setting to the diesel era.

I haven't mentioned scratch building steam locomotives because
precious few of us have the skills and tools to do so. With all these
negatives, why then have I decided to model 1927 where only steam
locomotives will work? Because I want the challenge, and because I
love steam power and wooden freight cars. Simple enough.

I'm fortunate in that I grew up with the New York Central. I also
spent time in and around Pittsburgh where I came to know the
Pennsylvania. So, why not model what I am semi-familiar with and
have great memories of?

There are plenty of steam locomotive models available representing
the Pennsylvania. There are some available of NYC prototypes. These
two one-time giants of railroading are well represented by what
manufacturers have offered in recent years.

A dozen or so years ago, model manufacturers started producing
high quality steam locomotives. They have treated Pennsy modelers
exceptionally well. Problem is, most of what has been offered are
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About the Broadway Limited 4-6-2 Pacific

WHY | LOVE MODELING STEAM IN 1927
CONTINUED ...

large mainline locomotives and not smaller locomotives that “nor-
mal” model railroaders can use.

I am excluding the “old time” locomotives that are based on proto-
types that pre-date 1900. We “normal” modelers need 4-6-0, 4-6-2,
2-8-0, and 2-8-2 locomotives that can operate on smaller home lay-
outs and in settings that represent 1900 to the Second World War.

Since I model a small town in southwest Michigan where the Pennsy
and the New York Central operated, I have been forced to re-detail
existing models to represent my NYC prototypes. The Pennsy is no
problem. Just buy Broadway Limited PRR models!

Back in the time that I am modeling — 1927 - the New York Central
operated a few local freight trains and passenger trains through
Sturgis, Michigan, the setting of my layout. There were several local
industries to be switched along with a depot for the passengers. The
Pennsy also had a depot and serviced local industries.

Because of this I want to represent both freight and passenger ser-
vice on my 1927 layout. As such, I need both freight and passenger
power representing both railroads. For the Central this means one
or two 4-6-2 Pacific locomotives. I am also looking into updating a
Bachmann 4-6-0 as a NYC locomotive for light passenger service. ®

SieSieSE
RATE THIS ARTICLE

I have been asked a couple of times why I bother to do a project
like this? Fair question.

I am tempted to answer “because I can!”, but I won't. The simple
reason is that wanting a specific prototype locomotive in my
modeling scale has long been part of our hobby.

More importantly, I thoroughly enjoy projects like this. It is a

lot of fun even when there are moments of frustration in the
process. The amount of work to transform the Broadway Limited
model into the NYC K3Q featured here is reasonable.

So is the cost. The resulting model is very rewarding for me.
What other reason or reasons do I need?

That said, the Broadway Limited USRA 4-6-2 Pacific is a good
model. It runs very well across its speed range. I love how smoothly
it starts and stops — something that many older HO steam locomo-
tive cannot do well. Detail is crisp. Paint is excellent.

of the box.
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The only detail difference that that steam buffs may notice
between the BLI model and a typical USRA 4-6-2 prototype is
that the counter weight on the center driver is too small when
compared to the prototype. It should be larger than on the other
drivers. On the model, the counter weight is the same size on all
drivers. This was probably done so that the manufacturer could
use the same driver on all three axles as a cost savings.

I have been thinking about this and will probably cut a thin piece
of sheet styrene to the proper shape for the counterweight, then
overlay it onto the driver covering the cast-in counterweight. I
will have to keep it thin enough to not interfere with the drive
rods, crank, or other moving parts.

As you can see, this BLI steam locomotive [3] is a sharply
detailed and painted model. After test running I found that it is
an excellent running model at all speeds. It starts and stops very
smoothly. This is a very nice looking model that runs very well. I
cannot say enough positives about it.

For me, the only negative it that while New York Central had 180
USRA Mikados, they did not have any USRA 4-6-2 Pacific locomo-
tives. Sigh ...

However, the “Central” did roster a serious number of class
K3 Pacific locomotives similar enough to the USRA Pacific
that after discussing this with friend Ray Breyer, I decided to
re-detail a Broadway Limited model to better represent a NYC
class K3q locomotive.

A closer look at modeling a K3

Many NYC K3 locomotives have a tender that appears to be a
match for a USRA tender like on the Broadway Limited model.

s E -'v\b- il

4. Photo of the specific prototype that I'm modeling.

However, I chose to replace the tender body with a brass NYC
tender body that was produced many years ago by Oriental.
This tender is “signature” NYC. Other differences include the
cab on some but not all, and the various appliances hanging on
the locomotives.

Above is the specific locomotive that I modeled [4]. When built,
this locomotive was CCC&StL (Big Four) 6467. At the time of
the 1936 reorganization of the New York Central from “Lines”
to “System” it became NYC 4867. In 1946 it was transferred to
subsidiary Peoria & Fastern and renumbered to P&E 62. It was
scrapped in 1950.

The cab on CCC&StL 6467 is slightly different than the USRA cab
on the BLI model, but not by much. This prototype has two single
phase air pumps instead of the compound air pump of the BLI
model. This air pump difference is easily corrected to match this
NYC prototype.
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The model’s bell had to be relocated to the position shown atop
the boiler. Some walkway relocation was needed, and plumbing
either moved or added. A few other brass appliances were added
to the model.

Ray Breyer supplied me with an Oriental brass tender that
matches many New York Central steam locomotives, including
many K3 class locomotives. I did not have to swap tenders.

Instead, all that was called for was to replace the Broadway
Limited tender body shell with that of the Oriental model. This
allows me to retain the Broadway Limited tender chassis with all

electronics, speakers, etc. This was a huge saving of work and time.

I replaced the freight trucks that the Broadway Limited model
has with express trucks from a Bachmann steam locomotive
(that Ray also supplied).

Now is a good time to point out that no two steam locomotives
are identical. In fact, the longer they are in service, the greater
the differences. In [5] is another former CCC&StL K3 Pacific. I

5. Another former CCC&StL K3 Pacific similar to #62 [4] that |
almost chose for my prototype instead.

6. Yet another variation of the New York Central K3 Pacific.

almost chose this prototype as my modeling subject. I did not
have a Commonwealth trailing truck on hand or I would have.

Should I do a second NYC Pacific it will be this specific proto-
type. This would be an easy conversion of the Broadway Limited
model — maybe less work than CCC&StL 6467 that I modeled.
The air pump is a cross-compound pump like the one on the
Broadway model.

In [6] we see another variation of the New York Central K3
Pacific. This locomotive had a tender that is a close match for
the USRA prototype, but the cab is different. It is the older NYC
standard cab with two windows on each side.

This cab would have to be scratchbuilt or kitbashed in some
way. I chose not to do either. I may draw a 3D model and print
this cab in the future. Another difference is the air tank, which
is much longer.
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NYC 4556 [7] shows the engineer’s side of a NYC 4-6-2. You can
see the USRA-like tender, the early two-window cab, and the
large air tank.

Note the huge counterweight on the center driver. If not for the
cab and large air tank, converting the BLI model to this pro-
totype would have been a simple matter. I need to get busy 3D
modeling that cab!

Developing a plan of attack

The first thing to do in a project like this is to acquire as
many prototype photos as you can get, then study them until
you become familiar with the locomotives’ differences and
commonalities.

Following this analysis, you need to pick a specific locomotive to
model. For me this was not an easy thing to do. I liked them all!

I have built diesel models for more than forty years but precious
few steam locomotives.

R gk e P e ——
i i T g e T

7. Engineer’s side view of New York Central 4-6-2 Pacific #4556.

Needless to say, I was not a steam locomotive expert and still am
not. I didn't know much about steam locomotives other than
that [ really liked them.

Studying the many prototype photos drove home the point that
no two steam locomotives were identical. Worse yet, the older
they got the more differences there were, caused by the individ-
ual shops that did things “their way”.

Details got moved around, swapped with different parts, even
tenders were swapped. This was a little troubling for me because
I have long been at ease with diesels which are essentially all the
same ( for any given model).

Being friends with Ray Breyer was a huge help for me with this
project. Ray supplied many of the prototype photos and directions
for finding others. He answered all my questions and even supplied
me with several of the detail parts that were used on my model.

Best of all, he provided the brass NYC tender that matched the
prototype I was modeling. Talk about a good buddy! Thanks Ray!

After going back-and-forth with Ray for a few weeks, I finally
settled on CCC&StL 6467 as the subject of this project. This
prototype would require some changes to the Broadway Limited
model but nothing that I couldn’t do. Let’s walk through the
steps that I took to transform the model from a USRA light
Pacific into CCC&StL class K3-q Pacific #6467.

The transformation processes

Here is a brief outline of the changes that I made to the Broadway
Limited model.

1. Relocate the bell to the NYC position atop the boiler.
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2. Replace the compound air pump with two single-phase air
pumps.

3. Relocate sections of the walkway.
4. Add a pair of wind deflectors to the back of the cab roof.
5. Swap tender bodies.
6. Add several Cal-Scale (Bowser) brass detail parts
7. Add copper wire as plumbing
8. Touch up the paint.
9. Decal the model.
10. Apply weathering.

These ten items, along with a few minor additions, were all that
was done to the model.

Before starting modeling work I set my goals and objectives for
the project. One Auge prerequisite for me: I will not disassemble
the Broadway Limited model. I do not take apart steam locomo-
tive models. No way, brothers!

I have no issue with taking apart a diesel model, but I will not
disassemble a steam locomotive. Ain't gonna happen. So, all
work on the model had to be superficial and could be performed
on the assembled model.

I did remove the tender body but did not take apart anything on
the actual locomotive.

I did not want to swap the BLI tender for the brass one because
the electronics were already installed in the Broadway Limited
tender. As already pointed out, I simply removed the Broadway
Limited tender body and replaced it with the Oriental Limited
tender body matching my prototype [8].

. NYC tender that | chose to model.

The new tender body was a perfect fit. Talk about being lucky!
Sometimes blind luck is more powerful than the most careful
planning. Being honest, had the tender body swap not been so
easy I would have retained the USRA tender and returned the
brass tender to Ray.

I was on a tight timeline for this project and could not overspend
time on any aspect of it. In fact, I finished the model only three
days before my deadline set by publisher Joe Fugate! [Phew! - ed.]

The first thing I did was to separate the tender from the loco-
motive. This required pulling the drawbar from the pin on the
tender, then unplugging the connecting DCC cable from the the
back of the locomotive’s cab.
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Once the tender was free from the locomotive, the body was I cut two vertical slots with a cutting disk in my old Dremel Moto
removed from the tender chassis. I looked for screws but found Tool, then with pliers grabbed the section to be removed and
none. The tender body is a press fit to the chassis, so I pried if off. >

I had already removed the brass tender from the brass tender
chassis so it was ready to be test fit. Before doing so I compared
the two tender bodies. That is when I found that the inside
length of the two bodies were a perfect match.

In [9] you can see the Broadway Limited tender chassis and the
two different tender bodies in the background. The body in the
upper left is the original Broadway Limited USRA tender body,
On the right is the Oriental Limited brass tender body that Ray
Breyer provided.

I did have to make a minor modification to the brass tender
body: the area below the fireman’s platform had to be cut out to
allow the electrical wire harness to pass through.

10. | needed to cut a slot in the replacement tender body to
allow all the wires to pass through.

9. Broadway Limited tender chassis with electronics and twin
speakers. In the back are the two different tender bodies - see — -
the text for details. 11. Another view showing the tender loco wire harness.
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twisted it back and forth until it broke off. Next, the edges where
the section of brass was removed were lightly filed to remove
burrs and any rough edges [10, 11].

The brass tender Ray provided is not a USRA tender - it has curved
side sheets at the top of the coal bunker. This is very New York
Central, though many other railroads’ tenders also had this feature.

The New York Central prototype K3 Pacific locomotives had
Commonwealth express trucks under the tender. I used
Bachmann tender trucks of this type. The swap was a straightfor-
ward one-for-one swap-out.

Just be sure to note which side of the trucks have the insulated
wheels and be sure to install the Bachmann trucks accordingly.
See the modified tender before repainting here [11]. This tender
just screams New York Central!

Photos 12 and 13 show a comparison of tenders posed with
the unmodified locomotive. Keep in mind that many New York
Central K3 Pacific locomotives had a tender very much like
the USRA tender so if you cannot come up with the brass NYC

12. Original tender that came with the BLI locomotive.

13. Alternate tender posed behind the unmodified BLI locomotive.

tender, then just keep the USRA tender. That will work and cost
you less time, effort, and cash!

As for the locomotive, it presented more of a challenge than a
simple tender body swap. Still, everything I did to the Broadway
Limited model was reasonable and somewhat easy to do. Once I
got past a few frustrations (more on that later) it was fun - cer-
tainly satisfying.

The biggest bullet to bite is probably removing items from this
beautiful Broadway Limited model. I suspect that many don’t
want to remove added on detail or carve off molded on detail.
Sometimes you have to just hold your breath and go for it.

Closeup detail reference photos

Let’s look at several detail photos of the prototype to help guide the
detailing of the model. Such photos are a guide, but not a mandate.
How closely you match them on your project is up to you. Don't
worry about what others may think or say. Just please yourself.

In my case, I certainly did not account for everything in these
photos but addressed enough to convince most modelers that
my model is a New York Central K3 locomotive.
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I am not interested in building display models and certainly not
contest models. I only want a good model that runs well on my
layout and looks like what it is supposed to look like.

Looking at the front of the loco, the model pilot beam is farther
forward than suggested in this photo [14]. I planned to correct
this but did not have enough time to do so and still meet my
MRH deadline.

Also, there are no “stairs” from the walkway to the pilot deck.
Instead, a single formed step hangs from the front of the walk-
way. I removed the stairs from the model and fabricated the
single steps from Evergreen strip styrene.

15. Smokebox area
on the prototype.

e m

shant at Puniolarsvniien S e R o

16. Smokebox area
on the model.

14. Loco pilot and its proximity to the front wheel of the
pony truck.
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Referring to the area around the smokebox front [15, 16], it is
plain - classic New York Central. The classification lights sit
high on the sides of the smokebox just ahead of the stack. On the
model they hang at about 2 oclock and 10 o'clock on the smoke-
box face.

While I wanted to relocate them, I ran out of time and left
them where Broadway Limited had placed them. Many NYC
K3 locomotives had them there anyway. I may relocate them
in the future.

You can also see a pipe that runs upward from below the walk-
way up to near the smoke stack before bending straight upward.
I did add this pipe on my model using 18-gage copper wire

=

18. Very busy firebox area just ahead of the cab.

stripped of its plastic sheathing. Copper wire works well for add-
ing plumbing to a model steam locomotive.

The bell is approximately centered between the sand and steam
domes [17]. Just behind the sand dome sits the top-mounted
check valve. Note the four steps on the boiler side. [ used

17. Boiler mid-section on the prototype loco. Evergreen styrene C-channel to model these steps.

‘ MRHMAG.COM REgrlgeT)ER INDEX TABLE OF CONTENTS }



http://model-railroad-hobbyist.com/user/register
https://mrhmag.com

New York CENTRAL CLAss K3a PaciFic | 27 New York CENTRAL CLAss K3a Paciric | 28

The firebox includes a number of details [18] including the gen-
erator, pop valves, whistle, and muffler. A non-lifting injector sits
on the side just ahead of the cab. Each side of the locomotive fire-
box has one mounted on it.

The twin single-phase air pumps hang just above the rear driver.
While many NYC K3 locomotives had this arrangement, most did
not. They had the single cross-compound air pump that comes
on the Broadway model.

Note that the walkway runs above the pumps with a formed step 20. Modified fireman's side of my model.
at its front and back. I used 18-gage copper wire for the plumbing
in this area as well.

We see the cab [19] has a welded structure - meaning there are Fireman’s side detaiﬁng

no rivets.

. _ Here you can see the modified fireman’s side of the model before
The Broadway model has rivets on the cab sides. I carved and painting [20].

filed them off and smoothed the surfaces with 1000-grit wet/
dry sandpaper. Note the wind deflector at the rear of the cab
roof. Since the Broadway model does not have this I made mine

You can see the Cal-Scale (Bowser) brass detail parts along with
the 18-gage copper wire and Evergreen styrene items that have
been added. While studying this photo, I noticed that the steam
whistle had not been added yet. That is when I discovered that I
didn’t have one!

of strip styrene
and cemented it

“sa! in place. , ) .
! Ilooked up the appropriate Cal-Scale whistle on line, called Jeff

Hall at Hall's True Value Hardware in Goshen, IN., and ordered a
couple. Three days later Jeff let me know they had arrived and I
went to pick them up. Jeff certainly saved the day as I would not
have completed the model in time had he not.

I made the six staggered white steps from Evergreen #263 styrene
0.100” C-channel. I cut them to a length that looked good and
cemented them to the boiler sides.

19. The proto- All the piping I added uses 18-gage copper wire from Menards.
type loco cab. I formed each piece and cut it to represent pipes that I found in
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the prototype photos. To secure them in place I formed U-shaped
pipe clamps. Yes, pipe clamps!

Not all of this project was smooth sailing. I had cemented the
pipes in place but friends Ray Breyer and Earl Murphy sug-
gested that I secure them with formed wire pipe clamps. At first
I resisted doing this because I had tried adding pipe clamps in
earlier, similar projects and had failed miserably.

After thinking about it again, I decided to heed their sugges-
tion and try again. At first I repeated my mistakes of that earlier
project and became so frustrated that I was tempted to throw
the model against the side of the concrete basement wall.
Fortunately, I resisted the temptation and walked away.

The problem is that my eyes are not what they used to be and

I can’'t see some of the smaller things that [ used to be able to
see. After several hours, I returned to the model and tried again,
refining my procedure.

21. Closeup of the fireman’s side of the boiler.

This time, I successfully installed the much-needed pipe clamps.
Instead of using small brass rod, I used single 24-gage wire
strands formed into a U-shape by bending them over the back
side of an X-Acto knife blade. I then cut them to length with a
small diagonal cutter.

I drilled a #76 hole on each side of the pipe at each clamp loca-
tion, then dipped the ends of each “pipe clamp” in a puddle of
CA cement before carefully pressing it over the pipe and into the
holes. This worked well once I got the hang of it.

Looking at [21] you can see six of my pipe clamps along with
other brass detail items. Each detail has a mounting shaft on the
side that attaches to the model.

Nothing is going to fall off or break off this model. One last com-
ment about the detail in this photo — Ireally like working with
copper wire for pipes rather than brass rod. I can form it more eas-
ily into shape and it holds its shape as well or better than brass.

Photo [22] shows the fireman’s side of the completed model.
Paint, lettering, and light weathering will transform this model
into a credible representation of CCC&StL 6467.

22. Fully upgraded model, fireman's side.
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To my eyes the added detail looks really good after paint and
weathering are added [23].

Engineer’s side detailing

Starting with [24], let’s look at the engineer’s side of New York
Central K3 locomotives. Keep in mind that no two locomotives are
exactly alike. My model closely matches this view of K3 6485.

The class lights are in the same location as on my model. Note
that the steps that hang from the walkways are not perfectly
aligned. I find this interesting because when a model is not
aligned perfectly people will snicker.

Details on the engineer’s side of the locomotive [25] are different
from the fireman’s side. For one thing, this side has no air pumps.
On this locomotive, the check valve is positioned on the boiler
side instead of closer to the top. The access steps along this side
hang in different locations as well.

NEW YORK CENTRAL LINES

23. Painted, lettered, and weathered model, fireman'’s side.

24. Front of the
prototype loco,
engineer’s side.

25. Mid-boiler view of the engineer’s side.
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In [26] we see a non-lifting injector on the engineers side of the
locomotive. There is one on both sides.

This particular K3 locomotive has a Commonwealth trailing
truck. Many NYC K3 locomotives were fitted with this trailing
truck. One of the things that always fascinates me about steam

locomotives is the wealth of details and plumbing on the outside.

They add up to a very busy-looking appearance.

26. Rear boiler view, just in front of the cab.

This tender shows the early New York Central lettering typeface
[27]. It is also lettered as NEW YORK CENTRAL LINES. The 6485
is another Big Four class K3 locomotive. Note the automatic train
stop (ATS) shoe on the rear axle of the forward truck under the
tender. I could not come up with one in time to add it to this
model but will do so sometime in the future.

The engineer’s side of the fully detailed model is shown here [28].
While not as “busy” as the firemanss side, it still has a lot of detail
- much of it is Broadway Limited factory applied.
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Again, I added 18-gage copper wire and Bowser Cal-Scale brass
detail parts along with some Evergreen plastic detail. The model
is ready for paint and decals, then weathering.

Here is the engineer’s side of the completed model with paint,
decals, and weathering applied [29]. I wanted the finished

STURGIS FE = engine to appear as the four-year-old locomotive that it was
E o ==l pEics ] in 1927, and not heavily weathered to represent an end-of-life
appearance.

In the late 1920s the K3 class was still the primary passenger
locomotive of the New York Central and its subsidiaries. Looking
at this photo, I believe that [ will add an engineer and fireman
inside the cab soon!

About painting and decaling

Viewing my completed models, a friend asked me what I used for
paints. At first I was reluctant to answer. Why? I have not painted a
model in more than fifteen years!

Yes, I have weathered factory painted models but have not painted
one myself since moving to Indiana more than thirteen years ago!
= During those years my favorite paints were discontinued when

" SIURGIS EEE"..L{'S'%:: ﬁ Floquil closed shop. I didn't know what I would use!

I had stored my old paints in a sealed Tupperware container. I got
it out and opened it up. All my paints that had been previously
opened were hard as a rock. I pitched them all.

However, about a dozen bottles had never been opened and
appeared to be like new, so I was fortunate. My old unopened
i Polly-S paints were perfect! So, I painted the model with a mix of
29. Painted, lettered and weathered locomotive, engineer’s side. Polly-S Engine Black and Polly-S Grimy Black.
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Before painting, I rebuilt my old Paasche model-H airbrush with
new parts — it had not been used since before the year 2000! The
painting went flawlessly. I have enough Polly-S paints to paint
another dozen or more steam locomotives.

After painting, I applied the Microscale decals — and that became
my second big frustration with this modeling project - applying
the decals. It was not a pleasant task at all.

I find Microscale decals to generally be the finest in the hobby. I
have not applied a decal in maybe fifteen years and found that
something has changed. I cannot see as well as I used to and had a
terrible time seeing the white decals on the light blue decal paper!

0Old age has not been kind to me. I had a very difficult time identi-
fying the correct numbers and orienting them properly. Once they
slid off the decal paper and onto the black model, they were easy to
see and from that point on things went as expected.

The decals are white. Microscale put them on a very light blue
decal paper. I could not see the small lettering and numbers! No
matter how hard I tried I had difficulty seeing the cab numbers. My
eyes aren't what they used to be, but the white decal on light blue
paper did not help.

After several attempts, I was able to get the correct numbers and
get them positioned on the cab side. The tender lettering went
easier. They were larger!

This brings up an important question. What paints will I use in
the future when my old Poly-S paints run out? What about other
models that I do not have the correct Polly-S color for?

I hope that after reading this article and these words we strike up
a discussion on the MRH forum about this subject. I am interested
in knowing what paints others are using these days. [Sounds like

BILL OF MATERIALS

1 Cary/Bowser Muffler, Air System #13-130

1 Cal Scale/Bowser 2-cylinder Stoker #190-224

1 Cal Scale/Bowser Pyle Dual Voltage Generator #190-234
1 Cal Scale/Bowser Whistle # 190-250

2 Cal Scale/Bowser 9 1/2” Single Phase Air Pumps #190-256
2 Cal Scale/Bowser Large Lifting injectors #190-288

1 Cal Scale/Bowser Bell, Rope Pulls #190-317

1" Hardware Store 18-ga Solid Copper Wire

6~ Hardware Store 24-ga Stranded Copper Wire

1 Evergreen Strip, .015” x 125~ #116

1 Evergreen Channel, .100” #256

1 Oriental Brass NYC tender (optional)

1 Broadway Ltd. USRA Light Pacific, Unlettered, Paragon3
Sound/DC/DCC, HO #4631

Note-1: Item-6 is really a non-lifting injector. Cal Scale named it
“lifting injector” in error.

Note-2: The copper wire is construction grade and can be found
at your local hardware store or any “big box” store such as Home
Depot, Lowes, or Menards.

Here is a hyperlink to the Broadway Limited page where the
USRA Pacific models are listed:

www.broadway-limited.com/paragon3usrapacific4-6-2.aspx m

KKK
RATE THIS ARTICLE
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we need to point Jim at the MRH post-Floquil painting guide,
no? -ed.]

Concluding thoughts

A question has come up: Why go through all this work to re-detail
an already nice model? Why not just apply decals and weathering?

My answer is because I enjoy projects like this and really appreci-
ate finished models that represent specific prototypes.

A streak of the prototype modeler remains within me. If you like
tweaking details, then steam locomotive modeling may be for you.
Still, is this an exercise in futility, or is it worth the expense, effort,
and time?

NEW YORK CENTRAL LINES

30. Finished upgraded locomotive, engineer’s side.
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The answer lies within each of us. For me, you bet it is! For others, my model would come up short of the standard of
accuracy they have set for themselves. Just keep in mind that no

F folks, the Broadway Limited fact inted New York
Jrmany o ¢ oroacay WL B0 aC Oy patfied Sew ~or two of these locomotives were alike, nor are any two of us alike.

Central model will be just fine. Certainly, it is a very good model.

31. Finished upgraded locomotive, fireman's side.
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Don't settle for all your locos
sounding the same!

ESU now has OVER 100

"LokSound” files to choose from!

As with many model railroaders, Jim started in
the hobby with a Lionel New York Central train
set. He switched to HO-scale in 1958 and has
been there ever since, still modeling the NYC.

Between the 1950s and today Jim also modeled
the ACL, SAL, SOU, PRR, N&W, and Conrail.
Jim’s current hobby passion is modeling Sturgis MI set back in
1927. Jim lives with wife Joanne near Millersburg, Indiana in the
heart of Amish country.

Jim worked most of his career in the nuclear power industry. He
also headed the engineering department of a large manufacturer
of cargo trailers. Today Jim is a part-time professor of engineering
at Purdue University.

Jim is a well-known author with numerous articles published in
the hobby press. In fact, this article is his 300th about a model
railroading subject. m

OO0

VIEW READER

COMMMENTS

Because “Close Enough” is no longer
“Good Enough”

LokSound.com
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DGR IntrodicimERuns
UV Wifi InteRiiee

Complete Train Control
= Wi-Fi interface to a Digitrax LocoNet for up to fo;_v
compatible mobile Wi-Fi devices and Apps.

= Compatible with most Android and Apple deviC'
running supported throttle apps 4

= Easy Setup and Configuration. A single LNWI 4
works ‘out of the box’, with no additional
configuration required.

DCTA%

Digital Command Control P . —
LR EINW I Loconet Wifi Interface |
iEhelENWI allows you to connect compatible WiFi devices

to LocoN e-:and run trains using compatible throttle apps

o
o
o
—
@

Find out how easy it is @ www.digitrax.com/throttleapps/

(free) INDEX TABLE OF CONTENTS >
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Model Railroad Hobbyist | January 2019 | #107

IT IS ALWAYS A PLEASURE TO OPERATE ON MY FRIEND,
Dale Kreutzer’s, Sn3 Rio Grande Southern, 2nd District layout. Dale’s
layout is well-designed, with outstanding scenery, and flawless opera-
tion. Dale plans his operating sessions well, ensuring among other
things, they provide an excellent opportunity to learn.

At one operating session, I was a helper engineer running a 4-6-0
Ten-Wheeler. I assisted a train powered with a 2-8-0 Consolidation
run by the head end engineer.

My throttle settings as I ran the helper especially caught my atten-
tion. My throttle settings remained almost entirely the same as the
head end engineer. Even though we were operating locomotives of

P a different class with different wheel arrangements and at oppo-
r O g ra I l I .m u site ends of the train, this amazed me!
d e C O d e J i I At the end of the session, I asked Dale how he accomplished this feat.

Dale explained he had programmed all his locomotives, regardless
of class, to the same mid-range speed (speed step 14) on a 28-step
speed curve. This made his entire roster closely speed-matched.

1 Using DCC speed curves based on scale speed can give an Read on to learn how you too can do this with your loco fleet.

extra level of control and a roster of locos you can run together Dale and I share the same modeling scale and gauge, and we prefer
at will. Photo by Joe Fugate of Dale Kreutzer's Sn3 layout Tsunami 2 decoders. We also use the same NCE radio-controlled

DCC system. You may use different decoders or DCC system, but

e S hopefully you find some techniques useful.
RATE THIS ARTICLE : .

Important note: In this article I assume you already have
BiLL ADKINS shows how to build a “scale” some familiarity with decoder programming and the use of
d table f | DecoderPro. This article is not a tutorial on decoder program-
speed table Tor your locos ... ming nor on using DecoderPro for the first time.
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- (6=7) Southern Digital

Here are the five components I use to do this fleet

WWW.SODIGI.COM speed-matching.

Celebrating 25 Years of serving you ! Speed trap: [ set up a track of a pre-measured distance for the

, locomotive to travel at a consistent speed while it is timed. This

| track needs to be level, straight, and ideally have no turnouts.
While “longer is better; that somewhat depends on scale and
preferences. [ have a 96-inch section that is more than adequate

Complete wireless Wi-Fi '@‘ Smart

Phone Interface Digitrax Zephyr Set
Supports up to 5 phone throttles at a time!

for Sn3.
B peia ekl oal houris Proa i versFon o I marked off the beginning and end of this track section with a
Peme il AR couple of map pins inserted into the ballast. Remember you will
o . = need extra track before and after this test area to allow the loco-
Diefk motive to reach speed before entering the measured section and
et to slow after exiting it.

Stopwatch: You need a digital or analog way to measure
time in seconds. I installed a stopwatch on my cellphone from
Keuwlsoft (keuwl.com/apps.html). Many others are available
for download.

Calculators: I used an Excel spreadsheet to design three cal-
culators with the following formulas:

$265.00 Your Price ‘
$71.95 You Save

DCC Conversions,Service & Support
E-mail: sales@sodigi.com (770) 929-1888

| At REER ~ oy A i S
 Dafdk IGEE TCS [ e~ woibhes

| Complete Train Control 1
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Length of Calculators ¢ [tengthof

96 |Length of travel ininches o [Travel 96|Length of travel in inches

= Factor ale ratio
Linear Speed to CV Value Calculator T ¢ [sweR 15 Desired SVPH
Step14 Step28 i Y [secon ds =
DsMPH 15 i
MsMPH 2 <
actor les Decoder OEMCV
are in italics Value TSU2 2200
Formula: Scale MPH = ((LxF/12)/5280)x3600/T Calcilated o = Formula: T=(3600xLxF)/(5280x12xSMPH)
Use when DsMPH < MsMPH
L=Length of travel in inches DsMPH = Desired Scale Miles per Hour @ Step 14 L=Length of travel in inches
Ffs.(alp.hnm MsMPH = Measured Scale Miles per Hour @ Step 14 fgscale pasor
T=Time in seconds e

DecoderPro OEM Step Values for Step 14 and Step28

Step 14 Calculated (V=) Step 28 Calculated CV=XX

o [andsc:
12 255 r  |(HO); 64 (S); 48(0), ! iables a alics

T=Time in seconds

® SCALE MPH: Calculates scale MPH where scale MPH = ((L x

F/12)/5280) x (3600/T).
® LINEAR SPEED TO CV: Calculates a desired CV value based @ @
on the ratio of desired scale speed vs. measured scale speed. @ & @ B m

Its usefulness is limited to a straight-line speed table, but it
makes additional calculations easier. Useful when Desired
Scale Miles Per Hour (DsMPH) is less than the Measured Scale
Miles Per Hour (MsMPH). More on this later.

® TIME: Calculates time to run through the speed trap where
Time = (3600xLxF)/(5280x12xSMPH). While I don’t use this
calculator directly in this article, it does come in handy for de-
termining the time required to run the trap at a given speed.

Note: Explanation of formula terms are on each calculator’s image.

Don’t miss out on our full line
of DCC Producis at GREAT Prices!

Digitrax, NCE, SoundTraxx,
READER BONUS DOWNLOADS: In the bonus downloads, I ES” lOksound, TCS, TVD, $pedk ers

provide a copy of the spreadsheet I have built with these calcu-
lators: bonus downloads link

Other calculators, including those that measure Kilometers per Click here to visit our website:
Hour, are available on the internet.

® ® ®
DecoderPro: I have depended on DecoderPro for years, to the www. l I " h f I e I d s*u ' I o n .c o m

point that if I ever knew one CV from another, it has long since

been forgotten. In this article I primarily use DecoderPro. S(IIGS@ litchfieldstation.com I 623-298-7355
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Decoder testing station: While certainly not required, I pre-
fer to do basic programming of the decoder prior to installation
using a decoder testing station. Several are commercially avail-
able, or you can do as I did and build your own.

Pre-installation programming

I like to do as much programming as possible prior to the instal-
lation of the decoder using DecoderPro. This most often includes
these DecoderPro tabs: Roster Entry, Basic, Function Map, and
Lights. I do some remapping of the functions in the Function
Map so the ones my operators will use most get included in FO
thru F11. An example is seen in [2].

What I do not include in the pre-installation programming are
the tabs: Motor, Basic Speed Control, Speed Table as well as the
sound-related tabs.

Prior to removing the
decoder from the testing
station, I will <Write All
Sheets> and <Save to
Roster> in DecoderPro.
I do the remainder of
programming after I

1. Useful tools: cell
phone with stop-
watch application,
Tsunami2 user’s guide,
and a decoder testing
station.

have installed the decoder into the locomotive, including the cre-
ation of the roster-matched speed curve.

New terms

Before creating the roster-matched speed curve, here are three
new terms I'm using;

1. Index Speed Step: This is a specific speed step around
which I design the roster-matched speed curve. It can be any
speed step you desire. See the sidebar for the explanation of
why I chose speed step 14 as my Index Speed Step.

2. DsMPH: This is the Desired scale Miles Per Hour at the
selected Index Speed Step.

3. MsMPH: This is the Measured scale Miles Per Hour recorded
as the locomotive traverses the speed trap.

Locomotive Functions

Bell 1 Whistle 2
Short Whistle 3 Cylinder Cocks 4
Cutoff+ 5 Cutoff- 6
Brake 7 Brake Select 8
Blowdown 9 Head/Cablight 0

Shift Once

Class Lights 1 Mute 0

2. Example of my throttle function map. | print this and
attach it to the back of operators’ throttles.

‘ MRHMAG.COM REGISTER
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e Touch Toggle™ plug in controls
e Bright clear indication
e Easy setup

* Flexable system

“ Great control in a tiny package

4
’ 4

Original EIERR ETT
ILL
Touch Toggles Stall Motors, Twin-coils, TRAINS

Power, and Servos

Now for Tam Valley Depot
and MRservo too! Made in the UsA 2

What will they think of next?

www.berretthillshop.com

ADVERTISEMENT

[e—

ADVERTISEMENT

TamValleyDepot.com

[>) :
- Celebrating 10 Years
‘—\;;': of Serving the Hobby
| P -.’E 2008 - 2018
Dual

Frog JuiceR
Automatic DCC Polarit Ve
Reverser

Power Two Frogs

Creating the roster-matched speed curve

This is the procedure I use to create my roster-matched speed
curve. I use a Log Curve Speed Table with a predetermined
scale speed for my chosen Index Speed Step.

My goal is that at speed step 14 (my Index Speed Step), the
locomotive runs at ~15 sMPH (DsMPH) in Sn3. With practice,
the actual creation and programming of the speed curve takes
less time than my description of the process.

Step 1 - Setting start voltage: With the locomotive's
decoder installed and the locomotive free of any mechanical
or electrical issues, it is time to create the speed curve. Open
DecoderPro to the working roster entry for your locomotive,
then open the [Basic] tab and make sure the speed steps reads
“28/128 speed step format.”

Open the [Basic Speed Control] tab. Turn the throttle to speed
step 1, if the locomotive does not start, increase the value of
Vstart one unit at a time until the locomotive moves, <Write
Full Sheet> then <Save to Roster> in DecoderPro.

Step 2 - Setting the speed table: Open the [Speed Table]
tab, click the [Use Speed Table] button and select “28-Point
Custom Speed Table” from the Speed Table Selection. At the top
of the Speed Table graph note the value of speed step 14 and
speed step 28. In this TSU2 example, speed step 14 = 122 and
speed step 28 = 255.

Note: Speed step 14 is my Index Speed Step. However, speed
step 28 will be used to adjust the shape of the speed curve [3].

Step 3—Throttle sequence: Move your locomotive to the run-
up area at the start of your speed trap. Here are the steps [ use:

Crossovers
Crossings
Automatic Reverser for | SUPPOFtel'
Turntables s | G
Come see us January 26 & 27 at the Wyes, Loops since 2009
Ambherst Railway Society Show Circuit Breaker i i
Spring Creek Model Trains Booth, ) l- '
Sect. 104 in the Stroh building Use with 2-10 Amp Systems =i - J
MRHMAG.COM REGISTER
(free)

INDEX TABLE OF CONTENTS }



https://model-trains-universe.com/adserver/www/delivery/ck.php?bannerid=2078
https://model-trains-universe.com/adserver/www/delivery/ck.php?bannerid=714
https://model-trains-universe.com/adserver/www/delivery/ck.php?bannerid=2261
http://model-railroad-hobbyist.com/user/register
https://mrhmag.com

PROGRAMMING DECODERS | 8

Select:
Use Speed
Table

Select this button to use a Speed Table for Speed Co
(®) Use Speed Table
To turn off, use Basic Speed Control pane

Speed Table Selecton 28

Sﬁﬂ.‘dTaNe
918 3 W 47 5 s 75 85 M 1A HID SR O3 1AL 4SL 4

ol Select:
28 Point
Custom Speed Note:
Table Speed Step 28
1 ¥ i £

MNote:
Speed Step 14

OO0 00000000 0000000 00000000
Force Strasght Match ends Constant ratio asve Log curve Shiftleft Shift right

Forward Trim 0 Rewverse Trim |0

3. Default speed table set up.

Set the locomotive brake by pressing F11 (TSU2 default).

Increase your throttle to speed step 14.

Set throttle direction to forward.

Release the brake by pressing F11 (TSU2 default). The locomo-

tive should start and reach a stable speed before it passes

through the speed trap.

" Apply the brake shortly after the locomotive leaves the speed
trap.

® Reverse the throttle direction and run back through the trap
at the same speed.

Practice this back-and-forth sequence several times before

starting your actual time trials.

ADVERTISEMENT

S5y SCeps 1o Stpera Sound!

You know that Tsunami2 gives you awesome sounds and features, but did
you know that the TSU-PNP Digital Sound Decoder is designed to simply
replace the factory installed board in a ton of different models? With a
quick board replacement you can bring your model to the next level!

} Suitable for use in many models such as those

| made by Atlas, Athearn, Bowser,
| and InterMountain.
Pick one up at your local retailer today!

sounDTRnxx

Www.soundtraxx.com

Bright Red
Flashing Light!

Installs in minutes!
No freight car

modification required!

Does not affect Load!

¥4 Car without Load 3 4 Car withLoad 4 -
Click Here to

Learn More
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Because momentum rates, braking rates, or DDE load compen-
sation have not changed from the default settings, the locomo-
tive accelerates and decelerates rather quickly. This is fine for
testing purposes but will be adjusted after the final speed curve
is established.

Note how much track is required at each end of your trap to
ensure the locomotive can reach a stable speed before entering
the trap’s measured distance. And you need enough track to
stop the locomotive before it runs off the layout or into a wall!

Step 4 — Time trials: Perform the above sequence three dif-
ferent times, starting the stopwatch as the locomotive’s front
coupler reaches speed trap’s starting marker, and stopping it as
it reaches the ending marker.

Obviously, use the tender or rear coupler when running
backward.

The times will likely be close but not necessarily identical. Add
the three times together and then divide by three to compute
the average SMPH.

A significant difference in the forward and backward average
may be a clue to a mechanical problem to investigate and cor-
rect. Smaller differences can be compensated for by adjusting
the forward and reverse trim decoder CVs.

® Hint: The Keuwlsoft Stopwatch app mentioned above has
eight separate stopwatches. You can use a separate stopwatch
for each run through the trap, eliminating the need to write
down each result. Just average the three stopwatchs. This fea-
ture makes the Keuwisoft stopwatch very efficient.

Step 5 - Measured scale speed calculation: When I
did my time-trials, the results were relatively consistent and

averaged 15 seconds. Here then, is what I entered into the Scale
MPH Calculator spreadsheet:

® Length of Travel: 96 inches

B Scale Ratio: 1:64

B Seconds: 15 seconds

B Results: 23 SMPH is the measured scale speed at speed step 14
from my tests [4].

My result is 23 sSMPH at speed step 14. But the desired speed at
my Index Speed Step of 14 is 15 SMPH. Time to introduce an-
other calculator!

Step 6 — Scale-speed-to-CV calculator: Up to this point we
have been using the DecoderPro default ( that is, OEM) linear
Speed Table. Here is how to set up this calculator to find the de-
sired CV value for speed step 14.

Length of
¢ [Travel 96 |Length of travel in inches
s ccalo Enter: Length of Travel;
a
c . Scale Factor;
I |Factor 64 |Scale ratio
{ e Seconds 15(Time to travel length Rxsnaulime:
] .
I g Scale Miles Per Hour
e | [oMbH 2] will be calculated
a |Todetermine SPEED in Scale Miles Per Hour:
': t Enter Length of Travel ininches; Scale Factor;
w © |andTime to travel lengthin seconds. Scale
Lt Factor is 87 (HO); 64 (5); 48(0), etc. Variables
are in italics .

Formula: Scale MPH = ((LxF/12)/5280)x3600/T

L=Length of travel in inches
F=Scale Factor
T=Time in seconds

4. Scale Mile Per Hour calculator.

‘ MRHMAG.COM REGISTER
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Desired Scale Mile per Hour (DsMPH) = 15 as our desired
sMPH for speed step 14.

Measured Scale Mile per Hour (MsMPH) = 23 as calculated
from our tests at speed step 14.

OEM CV values for Step14 and Step 28 [as seen in 3], which
are 122 and 255.

Results: The calculated CV value for speed step 14 = 80, see [5].

Step 7 — Adjusted linear speed curve: We can now adjust
the linear speed curve to reflect a desired Scale Mile per Hour
of 15 sMPH at speed step 14. However, to do this we need to
enter the calculated Step 28 value of 166 into Step 28 of the
linear speed table and click the [Match Ends] button.

Linear Speed to CV Value Calculator

Step 14 Step 28
DsMPH 15
MsMPH 23
Decoder OEM CV
lecue TS L(JDZ 2200 122 255
Calculated CV 166

Use when DsMPH < MsMPH
DsMPH =Desired Scale Miles per Hour @ Step 14
MsMPH = Measured Scale Miles per Hour @ Step 14
DecoderPro OEM Step Values for Step 14 and Step28

Step 14 Calculated Cv= Step 28 Calculated CV= XX

A new linear speed curve results, where speed step 14 ap-
proximates the desired 15 sMPH. Once we set step 128 to 166,
step 14's CV value of 79 comes in close enough to the calcu-

lated CV value of 80.

DecoderPro works off the values of speed step 0 and speed
step 28 to create the linear speed curve, and speed step 14
maintains our desired value of ~80 as you can see in [6].

You'e done if you prefer a linear speed curve: At speed step 14
the SMPH is ~15 and by extrapolation, at speed step 28 it is ~30

SMPH. But I'm not done!

(#) Use Speed Table

Speed Table
[ T

Mote: S5tep 14
Decreased to

Force Strasght Metd\ ends ‘ Constant ratio curve

5.

Linear-speed-to-CV calculator.

Select this button to use a Speed Table for Speed Control

T turn off, use Basic Speed Control pane Decreased to

Speed Table Selection | 25-Point Custom Speed Table w

H 4 030 ¥ W M 5 6 & T T 86 92 % 104 110 516 322 129 135 141 147 153 159 18

o A o o o o O o o o

Match Ends Forward Trim 0 Reverse Trim |0
<Enter>

Note: Step 28

166

Log curve Shift left Shift right

6. Adjusted linear speed curve.
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LoG SPEED CURVES: ANOTHER PERSPECTIVE

| started using DCC log speed curves at
first, but found them to be problematic
with my multi-unit diesel consists pulling
longer trains of NMRA-weight+ cars (~25-
30 cars). With my larger heavy trains, the
locos would lug down on grades, and the log curve
didn’t give my operators enough top-end to the

throttle, resulting in virtually no uphill speed control,
and stalls. I've since gone to linear curves - they're
simpler and they give my operators the top-end
speed control they need.

I can see using log speed curves on a layout with
moderate grades, short trains, and a single loco on
the head end. But they didn’t work for me on a large
modern diesel layout.

® Step 8 - Create initial log curve: My preference is to use
a DecoderPro log curve for locomotive operation. Simply
click the [Log curve] button and a log curve will be created.
Because DecoderPro works off the values of speed step 0 and
speed step 28, the resulting values for speed step 14 and speed
step 28 are altered.

In my example [7], speed step 14 increases to 131 while speed
step 28 decreases slightly to 165. So we need to correct this initial
log curve to a speed step 14 value of ~80.

Step 9 — Adjusting the log curve: Using some trial-and-
error, it’s possible to reset speed step 14 to our desired value of
~80 and, thus, ~15 SMPH.

Sefect this button to use 2 Speed Table for Speed Contrel
(8) Use Speed Table:

To burn off, use Base Speed Contrel pane Note: Step 28

Decreased to
165

Speed Table Selaction | 28-Pomt Custem Speed Table e
Speed Table

@ 17 33 47 &0 71 M2 91 100 107 114 130 126 131 13T 139 I4) 146 143 051 134 134 134 150 181 181 184 145

Note: Step 14
Increased to

O0Oo0D00:0 000D 00000000000 000000
[ Focce Straight Mothends | | Constont robio curve shftefe | [ shiftoght |

Forward Trim 0 Reverse Trm 0 o e
> <Enter>

7. Initial Log Curve.

Click the speed step 28 slider and pull it down a small amount,
then click the [Log curve] button, and DecoderPro creates a
new log curve. View the value of speed step 14. If it is some-
thing other than ~80, move the step 28 slider either up or
down, and again click the [Log curve] button.

For fine adjustments, you can also enter a value (perhaps +2
or -2) into speed step 28 at the top of its column. Again, click
[Log curve] button and check the value of speed step 14.

This may appear to be a tedious process, but it goes rather
quickly with some experience. Often only two or three adjust-
ments are necessary to achieve the desired log curve [8].

Once youTe happy with the speed curve, select <Write Sheet> then
<Save to Roster>. Now it's time to test and confirm the settings.
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Select this buthen to use 3 Speed Table for Speed Contral
(@) Use Speed Table
To turn off, use Basic Speed Control pane Note: Step 28

Decreased to
100

Speed Table Selection | 28-Point Custom Speed Toble

Speed Table
G 0 0 MM 38 43 50 35 40 &5 &0 TY P P EI M 47 @ %0 92 91 85 0 47 M ¥ 9 100

MNote: Step 14

at desired
79

go0oooooooo0ooooO0oooooooooooooao

Force Straight Mateh ends Constantratiocurve | | Logourve | | Shiftleft Shift right

Forward Trim [0 Rev 0

<Enter>

<Write to Decoder=

8. Log Curve 15 SMPH at speed step 14.

W Step 10 - Verifying the speed curve: With the speed
curve written into the TSU2, return the locomotive to the
speed trap and run it through its paces two or three times at
speed step 14 and speed step 28. Calculate the SMPH for the
two speed steps. If the resulting speeds meet your criteria,
youre done [9].

At this point, I return to the TSU2 Steam Users Guide and com-
plete the basic programming, the throttle settings, and the brak-
ing settings. Specifically, I set momentum rates, adjust DDE load
compensation, set braking rates, and set motor trim.

When setting braking rates, I also like my friend Dale’s approach.
I use speed step 14 to determine both the Independent Brake and
Train Brake distances to stop: 18"and 36" respectively. There is no

Select this button o use 3 Speed Table for Speed Control
(W) Use Speed Tabis
To tum off, use Basic Speed Control pane

Spead Table Selection | 28-Peint Custom Spead Table ~
Speed Table

O 10 30 I M 43 50 55 40 65 69 T) T T B2 M & 8 90 82 93 95 H4 97 M W 99 100

[14.5 sMPH to 18.5 sMPH]|
——

NI
/’TT-ITTI’TI’IIIIH””'”“
] |
11!

I ] o o ] o [
Force Straight Match ends Constant ratio curve __L_u;:mn: Shift left Shift right

Forward Trim 0 Reverse Trim 0

9. Final results.

particular reason for these distances other than they work well
on my layout.

In this discussion, I haven’t used the Time Calculator. It can be
useful if you want to determine the time a locomotive needs to
run for a given distance at a certain SMPH. In fact, try using it for
an HO scale locomotive, traveling at 60 SMPH, for a distance of
24 inches. The answer may surprise you!

Conclusion

With today’s modern sound decoders, we have much more pro-
gramming to do until the final roster entry is done and written
to the decoder. This is the fun part - adding the “personality”
to the locomotive. But we are off to a good start! DecoderPro
makes the process achievable, easier and, frankly, more fun.

I encourage you to experiment with the program.
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WHY SPEED STEP 14?

I choose to use Speed Step 14 as the index speed step for several
reasons:

® When initially timing my locomotives at top speed as they
come from the factory, I found they usually ran much too fast.
Timing them at speed step 14 was slower and worked better.
I do my programming with my NCE Procab, which displays
your speed step setting. My operator’s cabs, NCE Cab-06pr, do
not display the speed steps,however. The potentiometer has an
arc of ~270 degrees. I have adjusted the potentiometer knob
such that it arcs -135 degrees to +135 degrees with 0 degrees
being vertical and equal to speed step 14 out of 28-steps total.
Now the head end and helper engineers can more easily use
clock references . .. “8 oclock, release brakes,” “increase speed
to 10 oclock; rather than calling out speed steps.
Ergonomics. I find that in most cases I can operate the throttle
knob with my thumb, as well as reach most function keys.
Rotating the throttle knob from -135 degrees to 0 degrees (ver-
tical) is comfortable and easy to see. Speed step 14, the middle
of the throttle knob, has a speed of 15 sMPH - a very comfort-
able operating speed.

Why 15 SMPH?
A speed of 15 scale MPH seems rather slow.

¥ It is! But my Sn3 layout is comparatively small, so operating at

‘ MRHMAG.COM RE((;:rlil;ER

areduced speed makes the experience more enjoyable. Think
of it as “selective speed compression.” One big additional
benefit: this make the layout feel larger by increasing the time
between stops.

" My geared locomotives are programmed at 10 SMPH at Step
14. Now that’s slow! But one can quaff a beer getting from one
end of the layout to the other and still arrive on time! Also,
quite enjoyable!

Why a log curve?

" Because I am primarily using the first half of the speed table
(Step 0 to Step 14), the log curve allows the most speed
change to occur within that range, 0 SMPH to 15 SMPH.

" But from step 14 to step 28, I only advance from ~15 SMPH to
~19 SMPH. Why is this an advantage? We all have operators
who cannot resist operating at maximum throttle, a.k.a. “put-

ting the pedal to the metal!” The log curve helps moderate
this behavior.

Is this prototypical?

" Prototype steam locomotive engineers tell me no two loco-
motives operate alike, even in the same class. On the other
hand, this is quite practical for my narrow gauge railroad that
rarely MUs locomotives but that does run more than one loco
in the same train as helpers.

Is this true locomotive speed-matching?

" For my purposes, this approach works well. If one consists
five diesel locomotives together, I suspect additional adjust-
ments to some locos may be necessary. But my described
technique may be a good place to start. I will defer to others
with diesel speed-matching experience to comment on the
MRH forum.
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BiLL ADKINS

Bill's interest in trains began on his
sixth Christmas when he received his
first Lionel steam train set. Smoke pel-
lets and a whistle in the tender - life
was good!

Augmenting this, on weekends Bill’s

father would have the “need” to run

errands which somehow often included
a drive through the Union Pacific and Denver and Rio Grande
yards. Sometimes on special occasions, this got extended to
chasing trains from Ogden to Evanston. Bill says, “T have fond
memories of Big Boys, Challengers and gas turbines.”

In the early 1960s Bill discovered Colorado narrow gauge and
became hooked. Bill has been a narrow gauge model railroader
and railroad/western mining historian ever since.

Bill is currently retired, living in Central Oregon and working
on various Sn3 projects when not distracted with travel, and
historical railroad research — which Bill says happens often!

Bill further says, “Without a doubt, the best part of being a
model railroader is the association with others of the same
passion. Characters all!” Bill says he truly enjoys the creative,
sharing, and the fun lot of ruffians he hangs around with!

And someday, Bill adds, “Tjust may finish a layout.” ®
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IMPROVING

WALTHERS 53’ WELL CA

Model Railroad Hobbyist | January 2019 | #107

Guipo CHERICI enhances well cars for better
operation on layouts with tight curves ...

IT ALL STARTED WHEN I DECIDED TO BUY MYSELF
a birthday present. Double-stack cars and containers were just what
my layout and I were missing. Along with a 3-set of Kato Gunderson
Maxi-IV cars, I got three Walthers 53’ NSC well cars.

These cars have a metal cast frame and they look pretty
good. I prefer the external bracing to the smooth sides of the
Gundersons [1].

IMPROVING WALTHERS WELL CARsS | 2

1. The Walthers 53’ NSC well cars, loaded with containers.

A AT A
RATE THIS ARTICLE

My only problem is I live in Europe and even though I have a lov-
ing and understanding wife, my layout real estate is limited. This
means I sure can have a layout, but tight curves are something I
have to live with.

The first time I ran my new cars, my enthusiasm was met by a
scary grinding noise as the train was running on the trickiest part
of the layout, an S-curve approaching a bridge [2]. This curve has a
constant radius of about 21-3/8” (542.8 mm), followed by another
curve of the same radius, all on a 4% grade.

2. The well cars negotiating the tight S-curve.
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I know, I could have opted for a simple switching layout, but I like
challenges!

After some time spent in light despair, I got myself together and
analyzed the situation. The Kato three-unit runs perfectly, so
what'’s up with those Walthers cars?

I ran them empty, then loaded, up and down the grade, then I ran
one of them by hand while pressing down on it.

There was that grinding noise, loud and clear. The wheels were
definitely rubbing against the frame above them, and after
removing the trucks I could clearly see the marks they left on the
frame [3].

3. Here you can see the marks left by the wheels on the
metal frame.

IMPROVING WALTHERS WELL CARsS | 4

4. The original washer on the left, the same with its
enlarged hole on the right.

I suspect they were also touching the frame in the area opposite
the coupler, but I had no definitive proof of that.

I took a small washer, approx. 9/32” (7 mm) diameter, 1/32” (0.8
mm) thick and I enlarged the hole to 9/64” (3.5 mm) so it could
fit around the mounting hole [4]. This increased the height of the
frame over the wheels.

I removed the tiny clear plastic washer that Walthers places rather
randomly under the trucks. One car had it under both trucks, the
other two cars had it under just one truck.

After reinstalling the trucks I noticed that yes, the wheels were
touching the sunken well frame opposite the coupler.

While swiveling the truck as far as it could go either direction, I
marked these areas with a pencil. Then I created a notch using a
cutting wheel and my small power drill [5, 6].

After double-checking that the newly created clearance for the
wheels was sufficient, I reassembled the trucks.

As a final step, I replaced the original wheels with Intermountain
36" metal wheels.
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5. Before and after. You can see the notches | milled into
the frame.

 pREMEL

“1off Wheel No. 4y
ontains 36 Pieces

6. The cutting wheel | used.

7.0n top you can
see a well carin
its original state,
below you see it
after the modifi-
cations. You can
barely see the
notches, and they
won't be visible at
all when the car is
loaded.

Looking at the before and after photo [7] you can hardly notice the
notches in the frame, but I think the improved performance is well
worth the effort.

Before this operation, a car left at the top of the grade would just
sit there.

After this simple tuneup, they roll down smooth and free. I caught
one just in time before it rolled off the open bridge!

The notch I cut on one of the cars was not wide enough, and on
the tightest curve the wheels slightly touched the frame. This time
though, the noise was very much like the squeaking of the wheel
flanges you sometimes hear on a real train around a tight curve. A
very realistic sound, and it doesn't even need a sound decoder!

One last note: the original Walthers plastic washer, where present,
is 1/64” (0.35 mm) thick; my new washer is 1/32” (0.8 mm) thick.
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Guipo CHERICI

The cars sit 1/64” (0.45 mm) higher than before and so do the cou-
plers. If you are using Kadee No. 5 or similar couplers, this should
not be a problem since the coupler head is tall enough to absorb

this slight difference. Guido Cherici is an Italian product

9 designer and railroad modeler living near
Semi-scale or scale couplers might need some additional work to | Turin, in the Italian northwest.

ight. [V]
restore the proper coupler height. (7 Guidos father is a railfan and railroad

modeler himself operating a German-
themed Marklin layout and president of
alocal railfan club, and Guido is on the
board of Corretto Tracciato (www.corret-
totracciato.it), a Freemo RR club.

ADVERTISEMENT

Guido was hooked on American trains in 1992 when he picked up
an old copy of Railroad Model Craftsman highlighting the Santa
Fe Superfleet, with Dash 9s and GP60Ms in the warbonnet paint
scheme, an event which would have a deep impact on his life.

INE SCALE MINIATURES

FSM is closing its doors after 50 years of business!

Model by Frank Bernard

His newfound passion for the Santa Fe led to Guido being the
webmaster for the Cajon Pass Group for a few years.

Through the hobby, Guido made friends in the US who helped
him land an internship and then a full-time job with a Seattle-
based design studio.

What started out as a hobby passion ultimately helped launch
Guido into his professional career as a product designer!

Guido lives with his wife and 6-year-old boy whos allowed to play
on and around the train layout, and to run his locomotive with his

own DCC throttle, just as Guidos father let him play as a child. ®
$280 + S&H instant collector’s item

BUY Now >> ATE THIS ARTICLE

Brought to you by the MRH Store: store.mrhmag.com

.M. Dunn Co. @ Destined to become an
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ADVERTISEMENT

WHAT'S

.;ALMOST 90 MINUTES
OF TRAINS RUNNING!

+(Two.~45 MIN. VIDEOS)

NEAT ...

Model Railroad Hobbyist | January 2019 | #107

KEN PATTERSON TOURS A
MAINE CENTRAL BRANCH, PAINTS

AT AT
RATE THIS ARTICLE
RUST ON FREIGHT CARS, AND

CREATES AN AUTORACK MURAL; ALSO, A SMOKY FIRE
SCENE, AND THE Rocky MOUNTAINS ...

THIS MONTH WE LOOK AT RICH GIBSON’S MAINE
Central Rockland branch layout in HO scale, and I show you how
to use oil paint to put rust on your freight cars. Darrel Ellis from
the Colorado Model Railroad Museum shares how he built a fire
scene on the layout, Don Meeker shows his huge Rocky Mountain
Line railroad in HO, and I demonstrate how to paint a beach scene
on an autorack with an airbrush.

Weathering with AK enamels Customlzmg live steam Iocos

OCOC)

VIEW READER
COMMMENTS

Brought to
you by

Become a member > &
k MODEL RAILROAD HOBBVIST
Registered MRH reader? Get your 10% off coupon code here: [ ?gt/oszt;fsiize;

» PHOTOS AND VIDEO OF SUPERB MODELING
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Rocky Mountain Line

1. Don Meeker’s Rocky Mountain Line is big, with miles of
mainline and long aisles following the track. The layout is
built for operation, with 25 to 30 people needed to run the
layout. The dispatcher controls all switches and train move-
ment with a full signal system, making things easy for the
train crews. The staging yard has two levels with 14 tracks
each. The top level is the west end of the railroad and the
bottom yard is the east end of the layout’s run. It takes trains
40 minutes to travel the length of the main line, from the top
yard to the bottom level.

COMMMENTS

2. Another operational feature is the car ferry that moves
around the layout to different dock loading slips.

MODEL RAILROAD HOBBYIST

MRH January 2019 issue:
Whats’ Neat with Ken Patterson
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3. There are 12 different bridges on the layout, including this
tall viaduct at Beaver Gulch. The scenery is paper mesh cov-
ered with plaster.

The layout is lit with fluorescents, which do a great job of
lighting a horseshoe curve on the east side of the Rockies.
With a 96"+ radius curve built on a 2% grade, this scene

is a beautiful place to watch trains as they roll around the
large lake in the center of the scene. Don uses a Digitrax DCC
throttle system to run the layout, with as many as 30 throt-
tles in use at the same time.

Also see the new “What's neat WATCH
this week” weekly video podcast! EENOWE>

4. Denver Union Station is built to look as real as it gets.

It is scratchbuilt from drawings and photos and the walls
are cast with molds and plaster. This is a very busy area
requiring three operators to smoothly run the passenger
trains and mail trains through the area. Don says he built
the basement to fit the layout with plans drawn before the
house was built. It took 14 years to build this layout and
Don says the most joy comes from the friends he has met
because of this great hobby.

OO0

VIEW READER

COMMMENTS

Also see the new “What's neat WATCH
this week” weekly video podcast! NOWE>
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Forest fire scene

5. (Above) Darrell Ellis from the Colorado Model Railroad Mu-
seum shares how he built and animated this forest fire scene
on the layout.

6, 7. (Right top and bottom) The LED lights flicker and fade,
creating a very convincing glowing effect. The fire trucks’
lights flash as the fire crews pull their hoses up the hill.
Figuring how to create the smoke effect is described in this
month’s video. The problem was running the smoke up
through two feet of pipe to the scenery. Oil heated smoke
units did not create enough heat to draw the oil vapor up
the 12" PVC pipes.

The answer turned out to be fish tank air pumps that provide
just the right amount of pressure to draw or push the smoke

up the pipes, and through the tall trees. " Also see the new “What's neat WATGH
\ this week” weekly video podcast! NOWP>
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Oil paint weathering

8. This month | share how | weather freight cars with oil paint

for my photos and running on my layout. It takes only a few
minutes to create this believable effect.

VIEW READER

COMMMENTS

Also see the new “What's neat WATCH
this week” weekly video podcast! NOWP>

‘ MRHMAG.COM REGISTER
(free)

ADVERTISEMENT

B e—

| chck to play video

TRy

7. 8 "i: i
Al iAg

kenpatterson.com

click here to ...

Visit Ken’'s website

KenfPatterson
revealsihisimodeling
secretstonivideo!

INDEX TABLE OF CONTENTS }


http://mrhmag.com/vidcast/whats-neat-this-week
http://model-trains-universe.com/am3/cgi/index.php?req=am_track&tracker=2008&campid=7
http://model-trains-universe.com/am3/cgi/index.php?req=am_track&tracker=2009&campid=7
https://mrhmag.com/magazine/mrh2019-01/whats-neat
http://model-railroad-hobbyist.com/user/register
https://mrhmag.com

WHAT's Neat | O WHAT's Neatr | 10

9. (Above) | start with burnt umber oil paint spread out on

a marble tile and thinned with Turpenoid. QOil paint is first
applied as a wash around and on top of the entire car. This
is done with a 1-inch brush dampened with a little thinner.
The brush is dipped into the spread-out paint on the tile and
applied to the car in even strokes across the side of the car.

10. (Right top) Let it dry for a day before you apply the rust
streaks. To form streaks, run the tip of a dental pick through
the thinned paint on the tile. Then bounce the tool across
the side of the freight car in a random fashion.

11. (Right bottom) Let the pick bounce off the side of the car.
Each point of contact applies a small spot of paint/rust to the
sides of the car. Then use a 1-inch artist brush and draw it

straight down the side of the car through the dimpled paint.

The paint is pulled down, creating the rust leaching effect from
rain. When this dries, airbrush dust and grime along the bot-
tom edge of the freight car and the trucks, and the car is ready
for revenue service on the layout.

Also see the new “What's neat WATCH
this week” weekly video podcast! NOWP>
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12. Here are two PFE reefers; there is a wash only on the bottom
car, and the spotty rust effect is added to the top car. Both cars
have a spray of dust along the bottom edges.

OO0

VIEW READER
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&N Also see the new “What's neat WATCH
A this week” weekly video podcast! NOWP>
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14. The layout era is 1952, when traffic was heavy on the rail-
road. The main lines, which are still in service today, offer fan-
tastic scenery, bridges and lots of waterfront scenes. Beautiful
scratch-built buildings created from photos and plans from
the area enhance the layout. Rich says his passion for trains
comes from his father, as he too had a layout in the basement.

OO0

VIEW READER
COMMMENTS

Also see the new “What's neat
this week” weekly video podcast! EENOWES
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Ready to Run. Features: Crisp details and sharp painting and printing, metal
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Southern, Reading Anthracite, & Western Maryland
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HO 70 Ton Offset Hopper Cars

Ready to Run. Features: Crisp details and sharp painting and printing, metal
wheels and knuckle couplers.

Road Names: B&O, Burlington, CASO, DT&I, Nickel Plate Road, OL&B,
Ontario Northland, Seaboard, Southern Pacific, & TH&B
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Graffiti mural on an auto rack

16. Pulling off the tape reveals our waterline, and the sun
masked in place. | protected the water with a strip of tape as |
proceeded to paint the sky closest to the horizon bright yel-

15. This month | show you how | painted the Maui sunset beach low. Notice that the sun is masked with a circle of tape, keep-
graffiti on the side of an autorack in G scale. The process is the ing this area white.

same for HO models. The car is a Trains USA 1:29 scale model.

| started by painting a large area on the autorack flat white
with regular shake-the-can spray paint. After this dried, |
masked the outside borders of the model with 1" wide mask-
ing tape, protecting the flat car the rack is built on, and mask-
ing the roof. | ran a strip of tape across the center of the rack
to form our waterline to the horizon.

Using an airbrush, | painted the sky blue, using bright blue
enamel paint thinned with lacquer thinner. All the paint colors
used on this project are bright and brilliant colors made for
radio-control cars.

| sprayed the water’s color in the same manner, using about - T
10 pounds of air pressure. The double action airbrush gives me 17. 1 mixed some drops of orange into the yellow in the top-

independent control of the air pressure and paint flow with mounted color cup. | sprayed this around the area where the
just a simple finger movement. It was very handy to have on tape was masking the sun. This will “warm up” the sky imme-
this project. diately around the sun.

4 MRHMAG.COM REgrlfeT)ER INDEX TABLE OF CONTENTS }
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18. To paint the distant Islands in the scene, | used a piece of pa-
per torn into the shape of low volcanic mountains. Simply hold
the paper against the rack sides and spray the paint onto the
scene. | used purple for the islands, working my way across the
waterline until things look as | remember them in Maui.

Again using blue paint, | airbrushed low-level lines of clouds,
just randomly painting the blue lightly over the yellow area.

To paint the silhouette of a person along the beach watching
the sunset, | Googled “sunset person silhouette” and found
dozens of photos. | scaled one out in Photoshop to look right
on the side of the model. | cut the person out of the photo
with a sharp hobby knife, forming a mask to place into posi-
tion on the model.

Also see the new “What's neat WATCH
this week” weekly video podcast! NOW,

19. Using about seven pounds per square inch of air pressure,
| sprayed black towards the center of this mask, making sure
the edges of the paper were flat to give a crisp edge for our
silhouette. Removing the paper mask revealed our perfect
silhouette. | then proceeded to airbrush the entire bottom
portion of the scene with black paint, using a straight piece
of paper as a simple mask to protect the finished landscape.
| pulled off the circle of masking tape representing the sun,
revealing areas where the mountains needed to be touched
up with a little more purple paint. With this done, | pulled
off all the masking tape around the edges. The autorack had
been weathered with a wash of oil paints before the mural
was painted. Now you can see the progress up to this point,
with the project taking about 20 minutes so far.

Also see the new “What's neat WATCGH
this week” weekly video podcast! ERNOW,
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INDEX TABLE OF CONTENTS >



http://mrhmag.com/vidcast/whats-neat-this-week
http://mrhmag.com/vidcast/whats-neat-this-week
http://model-railroad-hobbyist.com/user/register
https://mrhmag.com

WHAT's Neat | 18 WHAT's Neatr | 19

20. | added four palm trees to the scene, to frame out the sides
of the scene and make the image really pop! | did this with

the airbrush set to five pounds of pressure, painting free-hand
without masking tape. Just guessing at their placement, | started
with the tree’s trunks curving up into the sky, then topping out
with curving palm leaves drooping downward. The trees make
the scene look finished.

When talking to hobby
vendors, please remember
to mention MRH.

21. | rusted the rack a little with burnt umber oil paint speck-
led onto the sides of the model with a paint brush handle.
The oils were then pulled down with a 1" artists brush to
form rust streaks. With that, the model is ready for revenue
service on your garden railroad, adding a splash of color to
an already nice model.
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Also see the new “What's neat WATCH Also see the new “What's neat WATCH
this week" weekly video podcast! ERNOWE> this week” weekly video podcast! ERNOWE>
‘ MRHMAG.COM RECIER INDEX TABLE OF CONTENTS }



http://mrhmag.com/vidcast/whats-neat-this-week
http://mrhmag.com/vidcast/whats-neat-this-week
https://mrhmag.com/magazine/mrh2019-01/whats-neat
http://model-railroad-hobbyist.com/user/register
https://mrhmag.com

ADVERTISEMENT

Ultimate switching tutorial

Up close and personal ...
with Wike Coulalone

ol

Now
A&M@A@Eﬂ & Available!

Up close and personal

The White Wotuntain Switchen

DVD media
$25.09

$24.99

FREE shipping US
50% off shipping foreign

Video download
-I‘ " 9 9

$9.99

Running time: 2 hours (sale ends soon!) vt

from the

>3 Get White Min Switcher video [FVPRS: PR I 21 (0ol |
ﬂ Hobbyist <3 f>7z€
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Questions, ANSWERS, TIPS

Model Railroad Hobbyist | January 2019 | #107
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DC or DCC?

Q. I have DC and I'm thinking about switching to DCC. Is it as
simple as buying new DCC-equipped engines and transformer
or is there more to it? I have a combination Aurora T-Jet slot
car track and HO train layout. The train layout is an outside
loop with a couple of switches. I want to get rid of the table
and build a layout along the walls of my 15 x 14 foot basement

room. Can I use the same track I have now?
—Bike2live2003

A. Neil Erickson: Probably the easiest introduction to

DCC is an NCE PowerCab (ncedcc.zendesk.com/hc/en-us/
categories/200061479-DCC-Systems). It comes with everything
you need to hook up and get started running DCC engines. DCC
equipped engines can be purchased “off the shelf” or via an online
dealer. Get an engine that has been tested and, if possible, run it
yourself. In my opinion, sound is worth the extra $$ and brings
running trains up to a whole new level.

» MRH QUESTIONS, ANSWERS, AND TIPS
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There are other options, such as a Bachmann BlueRail-equipped
engine (bluerailtrains.com/about-bluerail and e-zapptraincon-
trol.com), that would be a very economical way to run multiple
engines with your existing transformer and a smartphone. No
other equipment would be required. It is 1) not DCC, 2) sound
comes from the phone, 3) it is not compatible with other systems
but another choice for the cost of an engine.

Ed. note: Ring Engineering also offers a stand-alone control
system. See www.ringengineering.com/DccHome.htm.

Montanan: I am a lone operator and my layout was built mainly
for switching. On the rare occasions that I run more than one
locomotive at a time, it is run in MU as a helper on grades. I
belong to many model railroad forums and I have lost count of
how many posts were about DCC problems.

Watch on

Tube

e b

> PLAY VIDEO

1. A video quick start for the NCE PowerCab discussing wire
connections and running your first locomotive.

I do have a few DCC locomotives that I run at my model rail-
road club, and have seen members having problems with their
locomotives. I have no local support in case I have a problem, as
there are no hobby shops at all near me.

I plan on keeping it simple and will stick with DC. It has worked
perfectly for me over the past 30-some years. If it ain't broke,
don't fix it.

Neil Erickson: MRC, Digitrax, Lenz, RailPro, CVP, ESU, and
other systems will keep you doing research until you dive in.
Perhaps there is a club nearby that uses one of these DCC sys-
tems and can show you how and why it was chosen.

The only issues may be what kind of switches you have.

DCC, and particularly sound-equipped engines, need all-wheel
pick-up, clean track, and switches preferably with live frogs. If
you have powered frogs then everything may be fine. Engines
equipped with “stay-alive” capacitors will help. That may require
someone to do the DCC decoder installation for you if you don't
feel comfortable with that.

Rich: I have connectors on my railroad’s fascia, one for 16V AC
to run a DC controller, and one to the track. I bought the NCE
Power Cab and can unplug the DC pack and plug in the Power
Cab. I hand-laid stub turnouts since I model about 1900-era and
have no issues with 0-4-0s. Note: Only one system can be active at
one time.

Warflight: I have plastic frogs on my DCC layout. I run sound.
No issues here. You don't NEED live frogs. Live frogs are cool but I
would hardly say one needs them to run a good layout.

Kriegwulfe: DCC is an easy upgrade to well-performing track.
The evils are things like reversing loops and such. I started with
an NCE PowerCab and was up-and-running in 10 minutes. I did
have a DCC-equipped locomotive to let that happen.

‘ MRHMAG.COM REngiI;ER
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Usually locomotives come in three types: Non-DCC-ready

(DC), DCC-ready (with a connector but no decoder), and DCC-
equipped. HO has a pretty easy installation process, as most
manufacturers build-in an 8-, 9-, or 21-pin universal connector.
N scale is a bit less standardized.

A ton of threads have shed blood and destroyed friendships over
the "best” DCC system. Just search the forums and or hit up a
local club or model railroader close by, and ask questions.

Here is a good site to dig around in, but it can lead to informa-
tion overload: www.dccwiki.com/Main Page.

OO0

VIEW READER

COMMMENTS
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DLA DEQ

2. Starting up a Digitrax Zephyr DCC system, for someone
thinking of converting from DC operation to DCC.

‘ WHAT GOES HERE?:
%) Most people use the off-the shelf DCC

systems mentioned above. If you
). Bager are comfortable with programming
and electronics you can add DCC control using
Arduinos. There’s a detailed discussion at dccwiki.
com/DCC_Projects.

Boxcar roof weathering

Q. My next weathering project is a 50-foot ACF exterior-
post boxcar from Nacionales de Mexico. I haven "t found
areal picture of the roof. Can anybody help with similar
photos to weather the roof properly? This the picture that I

have. I'm looking for a look of 20 years old.
—Eduardo

sides. But what about the roof?
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A. Scott Chatfield: The prototype car in the photo [3] was only
a few years old in 1981, so its galvanized steel roof would have still
been silvery-gray with very little rust. Twenty years later and you
would see quite a bit of surface rust, and many car owners applied
a gray sealant to the seams around each roof panel.

Jeff: I browse through railroad picture archives until I find a
good roof shot, then look at the overall “album” it’s in to find
similar angle shots. The photographer is likely to have taken
many more from the same vantage point and put them in the
same album. For example:

rrpicturearchives.net/archiveThumbs.aspx?id=121805.

Nick Campbell: I'm sure you can find what you're looking for on this
thread at tws-rustbucket.com/thread/6867/roofs-tops. You can find

4. Joe Fugate: To study car roof weathering patterns, use
Google Maps satellite images like this one of the massive
Union Pacific rail yards in North Platte, Neb.

ADVERTISEMENT

ADVERTISEMENT

Essential Tools for Great Modelmg’

“Combo nght CIamps -y

Coffman Graphic Solutions
1500 River Circle, Richmond KY 40475
Visit our new Website:

www.coffmaneng.com

I‘l I‘\MI‘II\’!‘IM\ I‘I‘I‘I‘\’I‘IMI‘I’\‘!‘W

GonsewwQges naGlneaauQlee L9Grez L

IGHTSAMODELS

LED’s, Signs, and Sounds for
All Scales

§§§§
A

"
Chip LEDs Bulb LEDs
Miller Signs | Evan Designs
Iron Penguin | Ring Engineering
EZ Line | Tomar | ITT Sound Boards

www 11ghts4models com 614-296- 8691
567 89101 121314151617 18192021 228 42

}|Mll|\|\|MM|l|l|\MMM\|\|l|\|\|\|\\l|\|\|

ADVERTISEMENT

Lasercut structures. Highway,
storefront and billboard signs.

1.8

== Pico
— Nano

“H Chip

REGISTER

4 MRHMAG.COM =



http://rrpicturearchives.net/archiveThumbs.aspx?id=121805
http://tws-rustbucket.com/thread/6867/roofs-tops
https://model-trains-universe.com/adserver/www/delivery/ck.php?bannerid=1831
https://model-trains-universe.com/adserver/www/delivery/ck.php?bannerid=2113
https://model-trains-universe.com/adserver/www/delivery/ck.php?bannerid=2158
http://model-railroad-hobbyist.com/user/register
https://mrhmag.com

MRH Q-A-T| 7

more on The Rustbucket site at tws-rustbucket.com/thread/6867/
roofs-tops in most threads by "analogbeatmaker.” Most are from a
quartering angle and show the roof as well as the side.

Graham L.: As far as the blue car above, “sticky” powders like Pan
Pastels or Bragdon Weathering powders can be lightly brushed on to
fade and dirty the paint. Rust spots can be applied to the sides, ends, and
roof with suitably colored artists oil paints and “streaked” down with a
flat brush.

Close-up vacuum cleaner

This small vacuum is very
handy for work around the lay-
out. I find it particularly useful
when I am working on a small
localized project. For big jobs I
pull out the shop vac. I've been
using the little one lately for
post-ballasting cleanup and
scenery work. It's also good to
use at the workbench.

5. A two-prong USB adapter
powers this palm-sized vacuum
cleaner for layout work. Two
photos by Randolph Ghertler

This was a gift from my very
thoughtful girlfriend. She
spotted it in an office supply store and recognized the potential for model
railroading, It comes with a USB cord, and the wall plug adapter must be
acquired separately. I believe it's intended to be powered from a computer
and is probably meant for keyboard cleaning. I use a wall plug from a spare
cell phone charger, which works quite well.
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Backdrop Junction
Your Stop for Railroad Backdrops
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For the Finest in Custom
Designed backdrop
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TREADPLATE, WELD
SEAMS AND MORE
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MICROSCALE CLEAR
DECAL FILM

LOW SHIPPING:
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$9.95

(/

“fheher Fine
Teansfees 3D
decald have
p—
kitbashing and
Sctatehbuilding.
Putting vivets ot
othet low- belicf
detaild like lounets
ot weld Seam on
Youb models ib now
ab caby ab applying
decald.”

Joe Fugate,
Publisher/Editor
Model Railroad
Hobbyist

> CLICK HERE TO <
VISIT OUR WEBSITE!

Archer Fine Transfers « PO Box 1277 * Youngsville, NC 27596 * USA
(919) 570-1026 » info@archertransfers.com » archertransfers.com

TABLE OF CONTENTS }



http://tws-rustbucket.com/thread/6867/roofs-tops
http://tws-rustbucket.com/thread/6867/roofs-tops
https://model-trains-universe.com/adserver/www/delivery/ck.php?bannerid=2130
https://model-trains-universe.com/adserver/www/delivery/ck.php?bannerid=1253
https://model-trains-universe.com/adserver/www/delivery/ck.php?bannerid=1054
https://model-trains-universe.com/adserver/www/delivery/ck.php?bannerid=2262
http://model-railroad-hobbyist.com/user/register
https://mrhmag.com

MRH Q-A-T| 8

The vacuum is powerful enough to pick up ballast made from real stone.
There is an easy-to-clean, easy-to-remove, collection cavity that makes it
very easy to collect and reuse extra material. No need for a sock or other fil-
ter over the nozzle. If you want to collect and save material, be sure to clean
the cavity before you start!

Since it was a gift, I don't know the price of the one pictured, but I did find
many comparable models on Amazon for less than $10.

s o o o S5 —Randolph Ghertler
i
Did you know ...
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Brightech LED
magnifier lamp
Model Railroad Hobbyist | January 2019 | #107

JEFF SHULTZ looks at an XL-sized floor- or

desk-standing LED magnifier lamp ...
™ i, SPECIALS INCLUDING OUR ...

Yankee Dabbler NONE OF US IS GETTING ANY YOUNGER. IT’S AN

- unpleasant fact that as we age, our vision generally worsens. To
o I ay eve n assist us in seeing small objects such as our models and their
The Brightech LightView PRO XL - 2 in 1 is a stand-mounted mag-
tion, adjustable by tapping a pair of arrows on top of the magnifier.
YD TRACK & ACC’S It comes in four pieces - the base, which is very heavy and has a

details, two things make a huge difference — magnifying lenses
nifying lens that includes 900 lumens of adjustable LED lighting.
The on-off switch also is on top of the unit. The rectangular 6-inch
ESU LOK SOUND SOUNDTRAXX TSUNAMI 2V 1.2 by 4.5-inch 5-diopter lens offers 2.25x magnification.
Brightech provided us with the magnifier lamp, and I requested
DY ERAND flip-out metal stabilizer, the pole that is used when it is built as a

Limited quantities available and increased light levels.
There are sixty 5000-degree Kelvin LEDs with six levels of illumina-
a model that could be configured as floor-standing or tabletop.
floor-standing unit, the magnifier arm, and the power supply.
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From the time I opened the box, it took me less than five minutes
R R R R to set up the magnifier as a floor-standing unit, and part of that
RATE THIS ARTICLE i S .. & unit, par
was time spent determining where I was going to plug it, and
clearing the socket for it.

The unit has three points of motion: an elbow at the base of the
magnifier arm, an elbow at the midpoint, and a swivel/elbow be-
tween the arm and the magnifier itself. The connection between
the pole and the magnifier arm allows about 45 degrees of side-
to-side motion.

Fore-and-aft motion is limited by the position of the magnifier in
relation to the work surface. It is easy to move the magnifier out
of the way if it isn't needed.

1. Assembled magnifier lamp set up over workbench. 2. Unassembled magnifier lamp as it comes out of the box.
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The hinged dust shield flips up out of the way and stays there For those modelers for whom wearing a “Magna-visor” type of
when you are using the magnifier. magnifying device is uncomfortable, or who would benefit from
additional light, the LightView PRO-XL 2 in 1 can stand either on
the floor or on a desktop. It is also available in a clamp-on model,
using a C-clamp mount.

I tested the magnifying viewer with a Jacksonville Terminal Com-
pany 20-foot container, and was able to clearly read all the print
4-5 inches away. Looking at the container end-on through the
magnifier resembles looking down on a steep pyramid with a flat Brightech produces several different magnifier lamps which can
top. While noticeable, this distortion was not disturbing. be found at: brightechshop.com/collections/magnifier-lamps/
all-magnifier-lamps.

Under the LEDs, colors were unchanged from my normal work
lighting, which is typically cold-white LED. Despite being only
four or five inches from my work surface, there was little heat
between the model and the magnifier lens.

4. Underside
of the magni-
fier lamp at
Jeff's work
area.

3. View through the magnifier with the lamp on.
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video ... have you?

Watch the video nowu-:-
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RicHARD BALE and

JEFF SHULTZ report the
latest hobby industry news

Atlas

Atlas Model Railroad Company has a requirement for a
full-time staff member to join its product development team in
Hillside, NJ. The job description includes assisting the product
development team with researching and planning production
runs, researching, specifying, and reviewing new models for
possible production; working with graphic artists to develop
artwork for monthly releases, reviewing drawings, test shots,
pre-production and production samples, as well as samples from
incoming shipments, for quality control and adherence to req-
uisite standards. Qualifications include knowledge of prototype
and model railroads and working experience with Microsoft
Excel, digital control systems, and/or CAD software. Some
domestic and overseas travel may be required. Benefits include
401k, vacation/personal time and healthcare insurance. Salary
will be commensurate with experience. Interested parties should
submit a resume to jobs@atlasrr.com ...

P THE LATEST MODEL RAILROAD PRODUCTS, NEWS & EVENTS
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NEW CLUB CARS

NMRA’s SouthCentral
Wisconsin Division is
selling a special HO scale
% kit for an Illinois Central
boxcar constructed by the
IC Centralia Car Shops in
1961. The 50-ton prototype had a 50-foot 6-inch interior length
with a 10-foot 7-inch height. The kit is based on an Accurail model.
Two road numbers are available. Kits are $30 each or two for $58,
which includes Priority Mail shipping. Checks payable to SCWD
Car can be mailed to Ken Hojnacki, 4213 Brown Lane, Madison, WI
53704-1181.

NEW PRODUCTS FOR ALL SCALES

Model Railroad Control Systems
(MRCS) is selling Sounder Driver, a com-
pact circuit that boosts a logic low input
and drives up to 10A @ 50V (momentary)
load such as a telegraph sounder. The
device is designed to be used with MRCS’s Morse Code Buzzer
Controller and other cpNode series interface boards to drive high
current inductive loads. A protection diode is included on the
board which measures 1.25 x 2.25-inches. For additional informa-
tion visit www.modelrailroadcontrolsystems.com.

Maieefiee

MID-AMERICA

i 4 =-_'_.-:-E=

Morning Sun Books continues its in-depth look at automobile
carriers with the release of Auto Rack Color Guide, Volume Two,

by James Kinkaid and
Jim Eager. Included

are rare color photos

of some seldom-seen
racks and cars. Early
January will see the
release of Bram Bailey’s
Trackside Around
Ontarios Cottage
Country in which the reader takes a railfan trip through the
tourist area north and east of Toronto, Ontario, Canada. You

will see first and early-second generation diesel units on the
Canadian National, Ontario Northland, Via Rail, Algoma Central,
Canadian Pacific, and the electrics of International Nickel, span-
ning the years 1964 until 2017. Also new from Morning Sun is
Norfolk & Western Power 1955-1982 in Color, edited by Stephen
M. Timko. This first volume covers switchers, slugs, E and F units
and some electrics. For additional information contact a dealer
or visit morningsunbooks.com.

Bram Bailey

Signature Press has issued a reprint of
== The State Belt, San Franciscos Waterfiront

d " Railroad, by William and Michelle Kaufman.

, In 180 pages, this carefully-researched book

i\ tells the interesting story of the railroad

s that served San Franciscos waterfront for

more than a century. The state-owned rail-

road served all the waterfront piers, from

Fisherman's Wharf at the north end to China

Basin in the south. Track beyond Fisherman's Wharf, through

a tunnel, served Army facilities at Fort Mason and the Presidio.
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Direct interchange with the Southern Pacific was near China
Basin. A car float operation provided interchange with the Santa
Fe, Northwestern Pacific and Western Pacific. For additional infor-
mation contact a dealer or visit signaturepress.com.

Atlas O rolling stock is avail-
able with a choice of 2-rail or
3-rail trucks, and couplers.
For information contact a
dealer or visit atlaso.com.

Train Control Systems has introduced
the 28mm 4_Watt High Bass WOWSpeaker. oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo
The round speaker is 13.5mm (0.53-inch)
thick, and 28mm (1.1-inch) in diameter.
Built with an aluminum cone, the speaker
includes an adhesive mounting gasket
that allows the cone to move after instal-
lation. A 4 ohm speaker, it has a resonant
frequency of 250 (+/- 20%) hz/1V and an effective frequency band
of 250hz to 20khz. For more information see your dealer or visit
tesdec.com.

Narrow Gauge Modeling Company is
selling a nicely detailed industrial stack. The
injection molded 1:48 scale stack is 19-feet
high by 21-inches in diameter. For informa-
tion visit www.narrowgaugemodeling.com/
product/ngm-r110.

Atlas O is planning a Woodland Scenics has added
production run of 50-foot . two versions of O scale wind-
6-inch boxcars that will mills to its selection of Built-
include a pink RailBox car &-Ready Landmark Structures.
that displays an On Track Item #BR5868 (left) is a new

for A Cure anti-cancer slo- : windmill topped with a shiny
gan. Additional road names i\, metal turbine. The item includes
include Burlington Northern, Union Pacific, Berlin Mills, Green around stock tank and hayrack.

e Item #BR5867 (right) is a heavily
Bay & Western, Santa Fe (ex-Railbox), and Susquehanna. ~ weathered windmill with rusted

The Trainman series model features a diagonal panel roof, non- and broken turbine blades. Two
terminating box corrugated ends, and a Youngstown 10-foot slid- oblong stock tanks, a hand pump, and a trough are included
ing door. Availability is planned for the second quarter of 2019. All with this item. Both versions are currently available in HO and
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N scale. For additional information contact a dealer or visit
woodlandscenics.com.

HO SCALE PRODUCT NEWS

[ Accurail’s latest release

AAAAAA of HO scale kits includes

a 36-foot Fowler boxcar

I decorated for the Wabash
Railroad. The model rep-

resents a prototype built in 1916.

FowLER CARsS

Canadian Pacific master car builder W.E.
& v/ Fowler patented his single-sheathed
. boxcar in 1911. The Fowler design fea-
tured a steel underframe with single-
sheathed wood sides and ends. There were three

panels on each side of the door with diagonal
steel braces applied only on the two inner side
panels. Between 1912 and the early 1920s, various
North American car builders manufactured nearly
80,000 cars of Fowler design. Canadian versions of
Fowler cars were sometimes called Dominion cars.

Although it does not show
I in this graphic, Accurail’s
version of this 36-foot

\ Lake Shore & Michigan
Southern boxcar has a

steel fishbelly underframe. The HO scale kit follows a dou-
ble-sheathed wood prototype built in 1910 with wood ends
and a steel roof.

An HO scale kit for this
40-foot wood ice refrigera-
tor car decorated for
Central Railroad of New
Jersey is available now
from Accurail. The model is based on a CNJ car built in 1925.

Also new from Accurail is
an HO scale kit for a
40-foot wood stock car
decorated for Rutland.

Completing Accurail’s
most recent release is an
HO scale kit for this Great
Northern 40-foot steel box-
car. The model represents
a prototype from the 1960s that featured a combination of plug
and sliding doors. All Accurail kits include appropriate trucks
and Accumate knuckle couplers. For information contact a
dealer or visit accurail.com.

Athearn has announced
plans to make a special

=W release of its Genesis series

§ EMD SD70ACe diesel deco-
rated as Union Pacific #4141
George H.W. Bush. The HO
scale Genesis model will come in a special commemorative display
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box. Both sound and non-sound versions of the historic locomotive
will be available. Delivery is planned for December 2019.

UNIoN PAciFic 4141

On October 2005, Union Pacific paid

tribute to President George Herbert

Walker Bush with a custom painted

locomotive. Incorporating colors and
elements of the Air Force One aircraft used dur-
ing Mr. Bush’s presidency, the new Union Pacific
locomotive was numbered 4141 in honor of the
nation’s 41st president. The special locomotive,
which replicates the Raymond Loewy-designed
Air Force One markings as a striking symbol of
national pride and strength, was revealed to the
former president during a ceremony near the
George Bush Presidential Library and Museum on
the Texas A&M University campus in College Sta-
tion, Texas. On December 6, 2018, UP 4141 led a
special funeral train bearing the body of former
President George Bush from Houston to his final
resting place at College Station.

Athearn plans to
deliver four HO
scale versions of
the EMD GP38-2
next November. The lineup includes Canadian Pacific units deco-
rated as CP Rail and in the older maroon and grey scheme with the
road name spelled out in script.

CP Rail

Both schemes of
the model will
feature a CP

nose and Blomberg B trucks with the new Canadian-style
exposed bearings.

This Canadian
National version
with bold zebra
strips will have
chicken wire radiator grilles and Blomberg M trucks.

" ~ Athearn’s Ready-
L Bacific | to-Roll GP38-2

) : | will also be avail-

able decorated for

Southern Pacific in the speed lettering scheme. The model will

feature an SP light package including front and rear gyralights, Q

fans, and SP style snowplows at both ends of the locomotive.

Completing
Athearn’s 2019
release of GP38-2s
is a high-nose
Southern Railway version featuring the road’s distinctive black
handrails and white edges on the steps.

= Athearn has
H' Cghileony S B nciudedaps
4740 cu. ft. cov-
ered hopper with
triple discharge bays in its November production schedule.

= = Road names will
_dsdhd . ol Ll - bePillsbury,
= mt «*y Milwaukee Road,
Montana Rail
Link, Chicago & North Western, and Reading Blue Mountain &

,
i e

¥
e
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Northern. The Ready-to-Roll HO scale model comes with appropri-
ate roller bearing trucks with 36-inch machined metal wheelsets.
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Athearn has

scheduled
another release

of a 65-foot 6-inch mill gondola. Three numbers each will be avail-
able for cars decorated for Burlington Northern, Western
Maryland, Northern Pacific (black), Delaware & Hudson, Western
Pacific (black), and Elgin, Joliet & Eastern.

Features of the
HO scale model
include wire
grab irons, working drop ends, interior detailing, and machined
metal wheelsets. Delivery of the gondolas is planned for
November 2019.

ﬂ/:\ ‘ :.:-Uo i vmx:': T = '?\ﬂ‘MT the Detroit
: '@\ | %@\\ )

trucks shown
here, Athearn is

planning to release Ford F-850 Fire Trucks decorated in eight new
schemes. Trucks painted red will be available lettered for
Orchardville, Chicago, Washington D.C., Boston, and San
Francisco. A pink truck lettered for “County Fire Dept.” will also be
part of this release.

Unlettered
trucks will be
available in
both red and
white. Features of the HO scale model include cab interior details,
clear window glazing, rubber tires, and numerous fire-fighting
apparatus. Delivery is planned for November.

Roundhouse
brand models
coming from
Athearn next

November include a group of six-axle GE Dash 9-44CW locomo-
tives. Road names for the diesel units will be Norfolk Southern,
Santa Fe (red and silver Warbonnet), BNSF, CSX, two Union Pacific
schemes, and BC Rail in two schemes: red, white and blue; and
blue with zebra stripe ends.

Features of the
economy-priced
Roundhouse

HO scale model
include bi-directional LED lighting, non-working ditch lights,
sunshades, wire grab irons, and 5,0000 gallon fuel tanks. Road
specific details include three cab variations, and steerable or
Hi-adhesion trucks with separate shock struts and brake cylinders.
The locomotive is DCC-ready with a new 21-pin/NEM connector
motherboard to simplify installation of an aftermarket decoder.
For additional information on Athearn and Roundhouse products
contact a dealer or visit athearn.com.

Atlas plans to introduce its new
o ROANOKECENENT 3230 cu. ft. covered hopper dur-
—— e ing the second quarter of 2019.
o ) . The newly-tooled Master series

HO scale model represents a

smaller version of Trinity’s 5660 cu. ft. pressure differential car.
The car’s smaller size allows it to be loaded with heavier ladings
such as dry cement.

LA R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R RN R RN NN
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= Features of the ready-to-run model

- _ include separately applied wire
_ -~ .. === grabirons and uncoupling levers,
L &=® .. @88 ) ciched metal roof walk, and

appropriate trucks with metal

wheelsets. Road names will be Roanoke Cement, CIT Group/
Capital Finance, Chicago Freight Car, General Electric Rail
Services, TXI - GBRX, and Trinity Industries Leasing.

= Additional Atlas models sched-

- —— py——— uled for released during the

second quarter include this

T seeseeen V[aster series ACF 11,000 ga]lon
tank car. The HO scale ready-to-run model will ride on
Bettendorf-style solid bearing trucks with metal wheelsets.
Cars with a loading platform will be available decorated for
Dow Canada, Columbia Southern, Dow, DuPont, Olin
Chemicals Division, PPG Chemicals, Texas Natural Gasoline,
Allied Chemical, Panoma, Mississippi Chemical, and Shell
Chemical.

Road names for cars without
loading platforms will be
California Dispatch Line,

i1

iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii ShaerCk9 FOley Butane’
Tidewater Associated, and
Warren.

Atlas has scheduled the release of
this HO scale 4650 cu. ft. ACF
triple-bay Centerflow covered
"""""""""""""""""""""""" hopper during the second quar-
ter. Road names will include
Continental Grain, ACFX Carbon Black, BNSF, BNSF (Swoosh),
Cargill Salt, Grand Trunk Western, Great Northern, Louisville &

&5 LONTINENTAL

Nashville, Norfolk & Western, Ralston Purina, Canadian
National, and Thiele Kaolin.

Atlas’s Master series model fea-
DR | tures an etched-metal roof walk,
Yesm- ~ -~ @mseTv and 100-ton roller-bearing trucks

nnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn

with metal wheelsets.

B Completing Atlas’s second quar-
- :g:_ ter release of new HO scale mod-
s=®  els is this Master series FMC 5347
cu. ft. boxcar. The ready-to-run
model has a single sliding door, wire grab irons, X-panel roof,
and roller bearing trucks with metal wheelsets.

Road names will be Camden &
=, Highland, CAI CSX, Kansas City
pelelettilt s=s * Southern, North Louisiana &

Gulf, and Route Rock. For addi-
tional information on all Atlas products contact a dealer or

visit atlasrr.com.

Bowser
sells a
selec-
tion of
HO scale
trucks that accurately reflect prototype designs. Bowser
models that represent solid-bearing prototypes include
Pennsylvania Railroad caboose trucks (#40190), Pennsylvania
Railroad Crown trucks (#40191, above left), 70-ton AAR
Bettendorf-type trucks (#40192), Pennsylvania Railroad com-
bination Coil and Semi Elliptical trucks (#¥40194 above right),
and Arch Bar trucks (#40195).
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Bowser HO scale scheme that features a green boiler, red cab roof, and chrome
trucks based on plated cylinder covers and steam chest heads. The model is
prototypes with composed of a handcrafted brass superstructure mounted on
roller-bearings a heavy diecast chassis. It is equipped with traction tires and is
include 70-ton available with a choice of open or enclosed vestibule cab. The
Roadrailer trucks model comes with Paragon3 sound with Rolling Thunder that
(#40196, above functions in both DC and DCC environments. For more infor-
left), 100-ton mation contact a dealer or visit broadway-limited.com.

trucks (#40193), and 70-ton trucks (#40197). All Bowser trucks .. i i e e et ettt e e

are one-piece molded plastic frames fitted with insulated Eight-Wheeler Models is sell-

machined metal wheelsets (above right). For additional infor-

: . : ing Allen Paper Wheel Inserts for
mation contact a dealer or visit bowser-trains.com.

HO scale wheels. The inserts are 3D
printed in matte translucent plastic.

Broadway
Limited
Imports is
selling an HO

The wheel inserts are available for
both 33-inch and 36-inch wheels
in frets of 10, 14, 20, and 28 inserts.
For more product information visit
eightwheelermodels.com . To order

— - go to www.shapeways.com/product/
GREAT NORTHERN'S S-2 4-8-4s GRS7TB462/ ho-scale-28pc-33-quot-allen-paper-wheel-inserts. For
Baldwin delivered six 4-8-4 Northerns history on 19th century paper wheels visit www.midcontinent.org/
to GN in 1929. Classified as S-1s, they rollingstock/dictionary/paperwheels.htm.

had 73-inch drivers and, like most GN | T
steam locomotives, Belpaire fireboxes.
They were intended for passenger service but
were soon relegated to hauling freight. The fol-
lowing year GN took delivery of 14 Baldwin-built
class S-2 passenger 4-8-4s. They had radial-stay ‘
fireboxes, dual air pumps mounted on the smoke T I . L

box front, and a 17,000-gallon welded Vanderbilt o~ hopper with a one 'plece body.
tender. GNs S-2s were the first 4-8-4s built with ' The retooled body includes full
80-inch drivers. interior details. In addition to the

scale version of a Great Northern class S2 4-8-4 steam locomo-
tive. The model is decorated in GN’s distinctive Glacier Park

R. Bale
Funaro and Camerlengo has
upgraded its HO scale resin kit
for a New York Susquehanna &
f’ ) Western horizontal rib side
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unique side ribs, the hoppers discharge to each side of the car
rather than the conventional type that empty perpendicular to
the tracks.

Decals and step-by-step
instructions are included in
the kit, which is sold with-
out trucks or couplers. For
additional information visit
fandckits.com.

PNPES  InterMountain Railway is

ROAD expected to announce release

= i dates soon on three new HO

scale freight cars. Meanwhile
the company continues to accept additional reservations. The
models include a Gunderson 50-foot high-cube boxcar with
double plug doors, Dreadnaught ends, shortened ladders, and a
flat roof.

Road names will be
Minnesota, Dakota &
Western (ex-MILW);
Burlington Northern,
Milwaukee Road, Union Pacific, CP Rail (ex-MILW), Golden
West Service, and two different schemes for Santa Fe and BNSF.

A release date is also
expected to be announced
soon on this ACF 2927 cu. ft.
triple-bay covered hopper. In
addition to the Denver & Rio Grande Western scheme shown
above, road names will be Santa Fe, Illinois Central, Rio

Grande, Reynolds Metal, Missouri Illinois, Wabash, and two
schemes each for Louisville & Nashville and Rock Island.
' covered hopper will feature

) lu” H ! - m» several factory applied
oY - - - OB® details including etched-

== 1he HO scale ready-to-run

= = B
D X(|I|E

= FL I |N|E
s

&
265

metal roof walks.

InterMountain has also
scheduled a new production
run of its HO scale 1937 AAR
10-foot 6-inch modified
boxcar. Road names for the
ready-to-run model will be Toledo, Peoria & Western; Duluth,
South Shore & Atlantic; Gulf, Mobile & Ohio; Rock Island, New
York Central, Fort Worth & Denver, Missouri Pacific (Eagle
slogan), Erie, Erie Lackawanna, Southern Railway, Union
Pacific, Chicago and North Western, Soo Line, Missouri-Illinois,
and two Canadian Pacific schemes.

3 Production of the 1937 AAR
!f cars decorated for Western

CHICAGO
AND
NORTH WESTERN

ressi\EeWaI;
s 8 Pacific and Illinois Terminal
is dependent on the receipt
of additional reservations. All
InterMountain HO scale ready-to-run models come with appro-
priate trucks with machined metal wheelsets. For additional
information contact a dealer or visit intermountain-railway.com.

>

= e =

Kadee is selling a 1947 version of a Santa Fe 40-foot PS-1 box-
car. The HO scale ready-to-run model has a 7-panel Superior
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sliding door, and Kadee trucks
and couplers. The factory fresh
paint scheme features a black
roof and The Grand Canyon
Line slogan. The message on
the opposite side of the car is
Ship and Travel Santa Fe All the Way. For additional informa-
tion contact a dealer or visit kadee.com.

Summit USA is selling
an HO scale kit for this
modern office building.
The kit provides all the
structural parts includ-
\ ing signs and copper

| mirror-glass windows.
The structural compo-
nents are milled black styrene plastic and laser-cut white and
clear acrylic. [llustrated assembly and painting instructions are
included. Figures, vehicles and scenery items shown above are
not included. For more information visit www.summit-custom-
cuts.com.

Tangent Scale
Models has
released another production run of its highly-regarded General Steel
Casting 60-foot flat car. The HO scale ready-to-run model is available
in seven decorating schemes including an ATSF class FT-7 flat car in
the original 1956 brown paint scheme.

Additional road names include Wabash, Northern Pacific,
Norfolk & Western car with 1971-era stacked lettering and ACI

labels, and three
variations of
+  Missouri Pacific
% cars in MOW
service. A
unique car in Tangent’s latest release is Burlington Northern
No. 610196, an ex-NP car lettered with the same slightly
crooked reporting marks as the prototype.

Tangent scaled
their 1:87 mod-
els from General
Steel Casting plans. Special details include wire grab irons and
uncoupling bars, individual air hoses, appropriate trucks with
metal wheelsets, and Kadee couplers. The models are weighted
to NMRA recommended specifications. For additional informa-
tion visit tangentscalemodels.com.

The latest version of
Walthers Proto series EMD
GP7 has several upgrades
" over previous editions of the
' popular HO scale road
switcher. In addition to the use of wire grab irons and wire lift
rings, the contour of the hood has been retooled to more accu-
rately reflect the prototype.

Road names on this release
will be New York Central,
Baltimore & Ohio, Chicago
& North Western, and
Pennsylvania Railroad.

Walthers has also released HO scale ready-to-run models of
EMD’s GP9 road switcher. The Walthers Proto series model is

‘ MRHMAG.COM REGISTER

(free)

INDEX TABLE OF CONTENTS }



http://www.model-trains-universe.com/adserver/www/delivery/ck.php?bannerid=1723
http://www.summit-customcuts.com
http://www.summit-customcuts.com
http://tangentscalemodels.com
http://model-railroad-hobbyist.com/user/register
https://mrhmag.com

JanuARY NEWs HO scaLe | 20 JANUARY NEws HO scaLe | 21

based on a Phase 1
version of the proto-
type with dynamic
brake housings and
different louver pat-
terns that visually distinguish the GP9 from its GP7 predeces-
sor. Road names include Bangor & Aroostook with a Nathan
M3 air horn, winterization hatch, and a hood mounted bell.
219 ¥ The release includes a

AI'E:!!' CEE Milwaukee Road ver-
e I 1 R PR AP sion that follows a

#L prototype in service

from 1959 to the early
1980s. Details include spark arrestors, two single-chime horns,
and a winterization hatch. Milwaukee Road’s GP9s did not have
dynamic brakes.

Additional road names

include Burlington

Northern, Grand

»  Trunk Western, and
Southern Pacific.

Walthers GP7 and GP9 models are available for standard DC

operation and with LokSound Select DCC and Sound.

Walthers plans to release
a new run of 55-foot
30,145 gallon tank cars
this month. Walthers HO
scale Proto series model
is based on a Trinity
prototype that has been updated with reinforced ends, revised
safety end platforms, and multi-valve housing that complies
with Federal Railroad Administration regulations. Road names
include SCMX-Shell Oil, DPRX-PBF Holding, TILX-Trinity
Industries Leasing (two schemes), and CBTX-CIT Group.

Features of the ready-to-
run model include see-
through etched-metal
walkways and end plat-
forms, factory installed
grab irons, and roller
bearing trucks with 36-inch wheelsets. For additional informa-
tion contact a dealer or visit walthers.com.

30,145 GALLON CARS

TrinityRail designed and began building

30,145 gallon tank cars in early 2000.

The 55-foot long cars are widely used to

handle gasoline, ethanol, and crude oil.
A unique spotting feature is a lever near the bot-
tom of the ladder that permits workers to open
and close the main value without having to ven-
ture under the car. By mandate the prototype cars
are required to have reinforced end shields and
double-shelf safety couplers.

Woodland
Scenics has
added HO scale

| , lighted billboards
B e to its line of Just
Plug scenery
items. Each billboard has preinstalled LED lighting directed on the
advertising image. The initial release will include ads for five generic
products. For additional information including details on a required
power supply contact a dealer or visit woodlandscenics.com.
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Yarmouth Model Works is
selling a resin kit for a prototypi-
cally accurate model of a 40-foot
50-ton Chicago & Eastern
Nllinois boxcar. The cars had a
10-foot 4-inch interior height
and a 6-foot door opening. ACF built 200 of the prototype cars

for C&El in January 1949. Youngstown doors were installed on
the first 100 and Superior doors on the final 100 cars. Yarmouth’s
models features the distinctive oil canning effect from welded car
sides. Details include custom decals, photo-etched metal running
boards, and Tahoe Model Works 50-ton coil-elliptic trucks. For
additional information visit yarmouthmodelworks.com.

N SCALE PRODUCT NEWS

=2  American Model Builders is

B selling an N scale kit for a New York
Central 19000 series wood caboose.
The kit features numerous precision
laser-cut components and laser-
scribed sides. Details include cast resin platform steps and brake
gear, cast white metal smoke jack, and injection molded turnbuck-
les. Helpful fixtures are included to aid the modeler in forming the
handholds, ladders, and truss rods found on the prototype. Options
for the model builder include square or rounded body corner posts,
side windows that can be modeled open or closed, two different
styles of end ladders and running boards, and variations on the end
windows of NYCs distinctive low profile cupola. A set of screen doors
and windows are provided along with custom decals and illustrated
instructions that include information on painting and finishing the

assembled model. Trucks and couplers are not included. For addi-
tional information visit laserkit.com.

Athearn N scale
models due next
November include
this 50-foot
Pullman-Standard boxcar with a rated capacity of 5277 cu. ft.
Details of the outside post car include non-terminating ends, short
ladders, and PS sliding doors.

= = — G RE EN B AY Road names Wlll
= Bl e === beSLSF-Frisco,
e o _'/""-':' o - 'm“ g~ T Detroit &

Mackinac, Green
Bay & Western, RailBox, St. Marys Railroad, and Richmond,
Fredericksburg & Potomac.

A IEW(ESTTEN AN : [MIATR] Y{ L [AINT Dl

’ '; '7'.“

Athearn will include a group of N scale 65-foot 6-inch mill gondo-
las in the November release. Three numbers each will be available
for Western Maryland, Burlington Northern (green), Northern
Pacific (black), Delaware & Hudson, Western Pacific, and Elgin,
Joliet & Eastern.

=l || | [E[JIE[E

The models will have screw mounted Bettendorf trucks with
machined metal wheelsets. For additional information contact a
dealer or visit athearn.com.
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Atlas plans to release
several new products
during the second

" " " ] = -

o — S quarter of this year
including a group of N
scale Alco FA-1 and FB-1 diesel locomotives. Introduced in the
mid-1940s, the cab-style FA locomotive series was a joint effort of
the American Locomotive Company and General Electric. Over
600 Alco units were built between 1946 and 1956.

Atlas will offer the FA-1
and FB-1 locomotives
decorated for New York
I LN I Central, Erie-

Lackawanna, Gulf,
Mobile & Ohio; Lehigh & New England, Lehigh Valley, and the
Pennsylvania Railroad. Undecorated units will also be available.
The locomotives will be available for standard DC operation and
with ESU LokSound DCC.

Atlas has included N scale

GO|LD EN

VE ST ., versions of a Greenville
100-ton twin-bay open
hopper car in its second
quarter release. The proto-
type cars were used to haul a wide range of bulk commodities
including rock, ballast, dirt, sand, gravel, and on some occasions,
taconite ore.

62| 95/| 66 SE RVIICE

A
R
H
|
)
=

In addition to the Golden
West Services and Norfolk
Southern cars shown above,
(AR AR RR SRR R RRRRERERRRRRERERRERERERRRRR theNS()aleready-tO-run

model will be available decorated for Southern Railway, Southern
Pacific, Union Pacific, and Wisconsin Central.

N scale cushion coil cars
are listed on Atlas’s
e e second quarter produc-

A — tion schedule. The ready-

to-run models have two

removable hoods with stacking frames and a detailed trough floor
like the 48-foot prototype cars Evans built in 1967. The models are
a close stand-in for the later version Evans built in the 1970s. Road
names for the Atlas N scale models will be Conrail, Burlington
Northern, and BNSF.

Completing Atlas’s N scale
releases for the second quar-
ter of 2019 is a group of ACF
11,000-gallon tank cars. The
ready-to-run models will ride
on Bettendorf-style solid

bearing trucks with metal wheelsets. Cars with a loading plat-
form will be available decorated for Hooker, Dow, Dow Canada,

11,000 GALLON CARS

For a 10-year period beginning in the
mid-1940s, ACF built several thousand
11,000 gallon tank cars. They were used
to transport a variety of fluids that did
not require an insulated tanker. Cars with top plat-
form rails were used where there was no loading
or unloading facility. Cars without the top platform
were assigned to customers that provided perma-
nent elevated loading and unloading facilities.
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Columbia Southern, DuPont, Olin Chemicals Division, PPG
Chemicals, Texas Natural Gasoline, Allied Chemical, Panoma,
Mississippi Chemical, and Shell Chemical.

Road names for cars with-

out loading platforms will be
Warren, California Dispatch
Line, Shamrock, Foley Butane,
and Tidewater Associated. For
additional information con-

InterMountain Railway
is accepting advance reser-
vations for several new
models planned for release
during 2019. The N scale
models include a Gunderson 50-foot high-cube boxcar with double
plug doors, Dreadnaught ends, shortened ladders, and a flat roof.

Road names will be
Minnesota, Dakota &
Western (ex-MILW); CP
Rail (ex-MILW), Milwaukee
Road, Burlington
Northern, Union Pacific, BNSF, Golden West Service, and two
Santa Fe schemes.

Reservations are also
being accepted for a
new release of N scale
13-Panel Coal Porters.
Road names for the
Value Line model will include New York Central, two CSXT

schemes, and four variations of a Conrail car.

Gray cars with data only
will be available with a
choice of ared, yellow or
blue end.

Also coming from
InterMountain in 2019 is
anew run of N scale

Bun uncron ] Road names will be

= s Norfolk Southern,
Ferromex, Burlington
Northern, Union Pacific (yellow), union Pacific (boxcar red with a
cover), and three different Missouri Pacific schemes. For additional
information contact a dealer or visit intermountain-railway.com.

Kato USA plans to make
another production run of EMD
SD70ACe locomotives decorated
in two popular Union Pacific
commemorative schemes. The
special run will include UP No.
4141 that honors the late President George H. W. Bush, and UP No.
1943 The Spirit of Union Pacific that pays recognition to the men and
women of the United States Armed Forces.

The N scale locomotives will be

available for standard DC analog
= operation, and with Train

7 Control System DCC. ESU

LokSound DCC Sound will be

available on a special order
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basis. Delivery is tentatively planned for next summer, however, and given gold lettering reflecting its new lessee, the Southern
Kato has indicated a minimum number of reservation must be Railway. The well-travelled sleeper served the Southern into the
received by January 7, 2019 in order for production to proceed. early 1960s. Both versions of M-T’s ready-to-run model ride on

Kato has expanded the selection 6-wheel trucks.

of road numbers on the mid- - — ‘ all Micro-Trains has released a
2019 production run of its N 40-foot boxcar decorated for CP
scale GE ES44AC diesel locomo- Rail with the road number on
tives. Units decorated for BSNF the right hand side of the car.

D CP122936
.

(Swoosh scheme), Union Pacific, and Canadian Pacific will each The N scale model represents a
have two additional road numbers. prototype built in the 1940s that was later upgraded and given CP’s
. : Standard DC analog units will !oold Pacman pa.int scheme ip the 1970s. Additiopal changes

be released in May with TCS included removing the running board and lowering the ladders.

This Ferromex 89-foot

tri-level enclosed

autorack car represents a

prototype built by Trinity

............................................ Raﬂ in 2015. M_T’S N Scale model iS palnted gray Wlth red bands
and patched reporting marks.

DCC decoder versions follow-
ing a month later. For additional
information contact a dealer or

Micro-Trains Line is

. . . o~ l Micro-Trains is selling this N
selling two versions of its syl | lee—a——a _ .
N scale 12-1 h ioht 5 2 NWe s scale version of a 36-foot riveted
dl es gs ei One ise?leco:;fe d 1 \l 1= Ho steel caboose decorated for

: g Norfolk & Western. The ready-
E— to-run model model rides on
roller bearing trucks with elliptical springs. For information con-

tact a dealer or visit micro-trains.com.

for Northern Pacific, the other for the Southern Railway. The NP
two-tone green scheme represents a car built in 1924 for service on
the Chicago-Seattle Oriental Limited.

Accordingto M-Ts L i it i e e i i e

research team, the car

research team, fhe c NEW DECALS, SIGNS AND FINISHING PRODUCTS

back to the builder’s New waterslide decals from Microscale include anti-glare
leasing service where it was repainted in classic Pullman green diesel nose panels in both dark blue and black, and Delaware
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— u=== & Hudson hood die- DISCLAIMER
ng%%g*m sels decorated in the

road’s blue and yellow The opinions expressed in this column are those of the

scheme. writer and do not necessarily reflect the opinion of Model
Railroad Hobbyist or its sponsors. Every effort is made

to provide our readers with accurate and responsible
news and information, however, neither Model Railroad
Hobbyist or the writer of this column can be held
responsible for any inaccuracies or typographical errors
that may inadvertently appear in this column.

i
l

e mmn we o Additional new items

i Atlanta = 199 = .

¢ Aflanta ¢ 9% .. ¢ include decals for

! Aflanta & 9% .. : assorted Norfolk

% Atlanta © 1996 i Southern freight cars, Use our CUStom

: Atlanta i 199 : and 1996 Atlanta G I h h

: Atlanta = 9% « £ QOlympic Games slogans Oog e searcC (0] ] t e

and logos for Union

Pacific passenger car M R H we bSite tO fi nd
equipment. All items - -
topics of interest

mentioned are avail-

able in both HO and N scale. Also new are 1- and 2-inch wide :

stripes in yellow and gold. For additional information contact a Click to find out more
dealer or visit microscale.com .

............................................ DOWNLOAD ISSUE

996 Olympic Torch Relay 199t O
9% Olympic Torch Relay 6 O

0 SEND US YOUR PRODUCT ANNOUNCEMENTS

If you are a hobby manufacturer with a product announcement,
just click here and submit your announcement to us. Our web
site and free magazine reach continues to grow, so get on board
this new media train! =

DOWNLOAD PORTRAIT
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0 BRIEFLY NOTED AT PRESS TIME ...

Accurail will include HO scale kits for a trio of 40-foot Pacific
Fruit Express steel reefers in its January release. Owner's
heralds will include a black Southern Pacific version and a
three-color Union Pacific shield. The models represent R-40-
14 cars built in the late 1930s with ice bunkers and hinged
swing doors ...

Microscale reports HO and N scale decals for Southern
Pacific heavyweight passenger cars of the 1920-1950 period
are back in stock ...

Morning Sun will release two new titles this month includ- ~ -
ing Pennsylvania Railroad - Best of Bill Volkmer Volume 2, and

W

Railfanning the Northeast with Richard T. Loane 1934-1954 " " " |
Volume 1: DL&W, L&HR, and Rahway Valiey . The Amherst Railway Society Railroad Hobby Show
ScaleTrains.com has Gunderson 5188 cu. ft. covered hoppers Our 2019 Show will be

available for immediate release. The N scale Rivet Counter
model is available in nine decorating schemes ...

Walthers will add to the lineup of SD70ACe locomotives Ja n u a ry 26 & 2 7, 20 1 9

decorated for Union Pacific No. 4141 George H. W. Bush.
Availability of the HO scale Mainline series diesel is expected Save the dates!
late this year. It will be accompanied by four UP Heritage
Fleet cars including a flag scheme baggage car, a diner, -
a dome diner, and three dome lounge cars decorated for Click

Harriman, Walter Dean, and City of San Francisco ... to learn

more EEE

OO0
VIEW READER

COMMMENTS
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SELECTED

EVENTS
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JANuUARY 2019

(Many events charge a fee. Check individual info website for details.)
CANADA, ONTARIO, PARIS, January 20, Paris Junction Model
Train Show, sponsored by NMRA Western Ontario Division, at
Paris Fairgrounds, 139 Silver Street. Request info from Edward
Howes at paristrainshow@gmail.com.

CALIFORNIA, PETALUMA, January 25-27, Bay Area PCR/LD/
OP SIG Meet, at Sheraton Sonoma County, 745 Baywood Drive.
Info at www.pcrnmra.org/sigs.

FLORIDA, COCOA BEACH, January 10-12, Prototype Rails RPM
Meet, hosted by Mike Brock. Info at www.prototyperails.com.

INDIANA, NOBLESVILLE, January 27, 2019 Noblesville Train
Show, sponsored by NMRA Central Indiana Division at Hamilton
County Fair Grounds, 2003 Pleasant Street. Info at cidnmra.org.

KENTUCKY, LOUISVILLE, January 2-6, Model Train Show,
sponsored by K&I Model Railroad Club, at Southwest Regional
Library, 9725 Dixie Highway. Info at kandimrr.com.

MASSACHUSETTS, WEST SPRINGFIELD, January 26-27,
Ambherst Railroad Hobby Show, sponsored by Amherst Railway
Society, at Eastern States Exposition Fairgrounds, 1305 Memorial
Avenue. Info at www.railroadhobbyshow.com/aboutus.php.

February 2019, by location

MASSACHUSETTS, AUBURN, February 24, Greater Worcester
Model Train Show, at Auburn Elks Club, 754 Southbridge Street
(Route 12). Info at wmrr.org.

OREGON, PORTLAND, February 9, Second Annual Portland
RPM Meet, Shilo Inn & Suites, 11707 NE Airport Way. www.

brpmm.com.

TEXAS, STAFFORD (Metro Houston), February 16-17,
Greater Houston Train Show, sponsored by San Jacinto Model
Railroad Club at Stafford Centre, 10505 Cash Road. Info at san-
jacmodeltrains.org.

WISCONSIN, MADISON, February 16-17, Mad City Model
Railroad Show & Sale sponsored by NMRA South Central
Wisconsin Division, at Exhibition Hall, Alliant Energy Center.
Info at nmra-scwd.org.

WISCONSIN, STEVENS POINT, February 2-3, 22nd Artic Run
Model Railroad Show & Sale, sponsored by Central Wisconsin
Model Railroaders Ltd, at Stevens Point Holiday Inn and
Convention Center, 1001 Amber Avenue. Request info from Jim
Miller at jimbro67@gmail.com.

Future 2019, by location

AUSTRALIA, CANBERRA, KALEEN, March 30-31, 31st
Annual CMRCI Model Railway Expo, sponsored by Canberra
Model Railway Club, at UC High School, Baldwin Drive. For
details phone Anthony Hunt at +61 0414 730 824.

CANADA, BRITISH COLUMBIA, BURNABY, May 3-5,
Railway Modelers Meet of BC, at Simon Fraser University,
Burnaby Campus, West Mall Centre. Info at railwaymodellers-
meetofbc.ca.
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CANADA, ONTARIO, KINGSTON, March 10, 30th Annual
Rail O Rama Model Train Show, sponsored by Canadian Railroad

Historical Association, at Ambassador Hotel, 1550 Princess Street.

Request info from Graham Oberst at graham.oberst@bell.net.

CALIFORNIA, BAKERSFIELD, March 9-10, 26th Annual
Model Railroad Show & Sale, at Kern County Fairgrounds, 1142
South P Street. Info at gehams.club.

ILLINOIS, COLLINSVILLE (metro St. Louis), July 26-27,
St. Louis RPM Meet, at Gateway Convention Centre. Info at icg.
home.mindspring.com/rpm/stlrpm.htm.

KENTUCKY, LOUISVILLE, March 23, 29th Annual Train Show &
Sale, sponsored by NMRA Division 8 Mid Central Region, at Moose
Lodge, 4615 Fegenbush Lane. Info at www.div8-mcr-nmra.org.

MISSOURI, SPRINGFIELD, March 23, 39th Annual Model
Train/Swap Show, at Expo Center, 635 St. Louis Street. Info at
omraspringfield.org.

OHIO, GREENVILLE, March 3, 38th Annual Model Railroad
Swap Meet, sponsored by the Darke County Model Railroad

Club at Youth Building, County Fairgrounds, 800 Sweitzer Street.

Request info from Joe Worz at josephbw@hughes.net.

OHIO, KIRTLAND, March 16-17, Railfest Train Show, spon-
sored by NMRA Western Reserve Division 5, at Lakeland
Community College, 7700 Clocktower Drive. Info a railfest.org.

OREGON, ELSIE, March 2, 15th Annual Pacific Model Loggers’

Congress, at Camp 18 Restaurant & Logging Museum, 42362
Highway 26. Info at www.pacificmodelloggerscongress.com.

OREGON, PORTLAND, March 9, 34th Annual Swap Meet
sponsored by Willamette Model Railroad Club at WD Jackson
Armory, 6255 Northeast Cornfoot Road.

PENNSYLVANIA, GREENSBURG, March 22-23, RPM East.
Details to be announced.

TENNESSEE, JOHNSON CITY, May 31 - June 1, Scale
Model Train Show & Sale, sponsored by Mountain Empire
Model Railroaders, at George L. Carter Railroad Museum, East
Tennessee State University. Info at memrr.org.

TEXAS, FRISCO, June 27-30, 2019 Texas Special NMRA Lone
Star Region Convention, at Drury Inn & Suites, 2880 Dallas
Parkway. Info at 2019texasspecial.com.

UTAH, SALT LAKE CITY, July 7-13, 2019 NMRA National
Convention and National Train Show. HQ at Little America Hotel.
Info at nmra2019slc.org.

VERMONT, ST. ALBANS, March 9, Vermont Rails Model
Railroad Show, sponsored by Northwestern Vermont Model
Railroad Association, at Collins Perley Sports & Fitness Center.
Info at nwvrailroad.org.

Beyond 2019, by date

MISSOURI, ST. LOUIS, July 12-18, 2020, NMRA National
Convention and National Train Show. HQ at Hilton St. Louis at
the Ballpark. Info at gateway2020.org.

CALIFORNIA, SANTA CLARA, 2021, NMRA National
Convention and National Train Show.

ENGLAND, BIRMINGHAM, 2022, NMRA National Convention
and National Train Show. =
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