The deposition of Martha Richardson, Susan Alexander, Elizabeth Kinser, and Parrum Hazelip taken on the 25th day of May 1858 at the court house in Brownsville, Ky, to be read as evidence in an action between Lewis Hazelip Plaintiff and Margaret Hazelip Defendant pending in the Edmonson Circuit Court.

The deposition of Martha Richardson being first sworn, deposeth:

Question by Plaintiff:  

Are you or not well acquainted with both the Plaintiff and Defendant in this action?

Answer:
I am.

By same:
[Annotation in margin:  Excepted to by Defendant.]

Did you or not have a conversation with Defendant Margaret Hazelip before she and Defendant separated?  If so, please state what she told you about her liking another man better than she did Lewis Hazelip the Plaintiff in this action?

Answer:
We had a conversation.  She said that she would take that man and travel as far as she could find land to travel on.  I then asked her if she would leave her little child and she said that she would and she said that she thought more of his little finger than she did of Lewis’s whole body.

By same:
Did she or not at the same time ask you to see that man and talk to him and to tell him to come and see her and for you to let him know when Plaintiff was gone from home and for him to come and not [p. 2] be afraid to come, that she would make her own arrangements for her self?

Answer:
Yes, Sir.

Question by Defendant:

Where do you live?

Answer:
I live in Edmonson County.

By same:
[Annotation in margin:  Exceptions by Plaintiff.]

How many children have you?

Answer:
I have three.

By same:
Have you ever been married?

Answer:
No, Sir.

By same:
Who was present when the conversation referred to above was had?

Answer:
No one that I know of.

By same:
What else was said at that time?

Answer:
I do not know of anything else of being said.

By same:
How long were you together?

Answer:
I cannot say how long we were together.

By same:
What brought about the conversation?

[p. 3]  Answer:
I do not know what.

By same:
Have you told all you know about it?

Answer:
Yes, Sir, all that I can recollect.

Question by Plaintiff:

Did or not Defendant Margaret Hazelip know that you had the children that you are asked about your having at the time you and her had the conversation?

Answer:
Yes, Sir.

By same:
Did she or not at the same time want you to get a man and for her to get a man and all run off together?

[Annotation in margin:  Exceptions by Defendant.]

Answer:
Yes, Sir.

By same:
Did she or not say she wanted to leave Plaintiff any how?

Answer:
I do not recollect.

By same:
How far did you and the parties live apart?

Answer:  

I reckon about ½ mile.

Martha X Richardson [her mark]

* * * * * * * *
[p. 4]  Also the deposition of Susan Alexander being duly sworn deposeth:

By Plaintiff.

Question by Plaintiff:

Are you or not well acquainted with the parties in this action?

Answer:
I am.

By same:
Did your not have a conversation with Defendant Margaret Hazelip before they separated?  If so, please state as near as you can what she said to you on the occasion about Plaintiff and some other man?

[Annotation in margin:  Excepted by Defendant.]

Answer:
She said to me that she wanted me to see a man and talk to him for her and then tell her what he said to me.  This all I all that I know that recollect of.

By same:
Did she or not say who the man was and at the same time say that she loved his little finger better than she did Plaintiff’s whole body?

Answer:
No, Sir she never said it she said who the man was.

By same:
What was it that Defendant wanted you to talk to the man about and tell her what he said?

Answer:
She did not say.

By same:
Did she or not say to you that she wanted you to talk to him and at [p. 5] the same time say that you knew how to talk to him for her?

Answer:
No, Sir she did not say that word.

By same:
What did she say?

Answer:
She said that she wanted me to see that man and talked to him for her and tell her what she said.

By same:
Did or not Plaintiff at all times treat her kindly and provide for has well as common run of husbands in the neighborhood did their wives?

Answer:
Yes, Sir to the best of my knowledge.

Question by Defendant:

Were you at all times at the house of the parties in this suit?

Answer:
No, Sir.

By same:
What do you know about the provisions he made for his family?

Answer:  

I do not know any thing about sir.

Question by Plaintiff:

Have your or not been at this house frequently and did they or not have as plentifully as the most of their neighbors?

Answer:
I have been there frequently and they had plenty all the time I was there.

By same:
Was or not Plaintiff a hard working man and appeared to be striving to make a living and get along in the [world / work / woods]?

[p. 6]  Answer:
Yes, Sir he was.

Question by Defendant:

How often were you there during the time they lived together and how long did they live together?

Answer:
I do not know sir any thing about it.

By same:
Have your or not been there and seen Defendant working the corn field?

Answer:
Yes, Sir I have.

By same:
Was or not the work that Defendant was doing in the cornfield plowing and was the Plaintiff absent?

Answer:
She was ploughing and doing other work.  Sometimes he was at home and some times he was off at work.

By same:
How do you know that he was at work when he was away from home and you there?

Answer:
I did not know only as I heard that he was at work and to the best of my opinion he was.

By same:
When were you there last?

Answer:  
I could not tell when it was.

By same:
[p. 7]  Can you tell the last time you were there while they lived together?

Answer:
No, Sir.

By same:
Tell as nearly as you can guess when you was there last.

Answer:  

I cannot recollect.

Question by Plaintiff:

Did you or not mean to say that you did not recollect how long they lived together and how often you was at their house during the time they did live together?

Answer:
No, Sir I said [right] at first.

Further the deponent sayeth not.

Susan X Alexander [her mark]

* * * * * * * *

Also the deposition of Elizabeth Kinser taken at the same time and place being duly sworn deposeth:

Question by Plaintiff:

Are you or not well acquainted with the parties in this action?

Answer:
I am.

By same:
Did you and Defendant not have a conversation some time before her and Plaintiff separated if so please state as near as you can what she said to you that [occasion]?

Answer:
I do not recollect how long it was before they separated.  It was on Sunday when I was there but I cannot recollect what day of the month it was.  She told me that there was a man, said that she had better go with [p. 8] him that she would not have to work so hard.  I then asked her if she had an notion of going, she said she had.  I then asked her what she would do with her two [little] children.  She said that he might take them and take care of them and that they were no better than her others.  She said that he stayed two nights with her when Lewis was not at home.  I then asked her if he said any thing out of the way.  She said that he lay with his head in her lap and hugged and kissed her as much as he wanted to until just before day.  I asked her what she would have done if Lewis had of come home in the time.  She said that she had the door fastened up and the [beds] [ready] they could have soon got to bed and he would never have known it but they was a sleep.  [Annotation in margin:  Excepted by Defendant.]  She got a candy heart of [me and give me two skins she said she wanted it for her [spicy]], that she was agoing to give him her heart as nigh as she could.  She told me after that, that she gave it to him.
By same:
Did you or not again have another conversation with Defendant since her and Plaintiff has separated if so please state what she said on that occasion?

Answer:
I had—[illegible] to told her that [p. 9] had better not defend this suit, that I would have to swear just what I have above, that I would not swear a lie for no one.  She said that she did not care there were but 3 men that knew anything disrespectful of her.

By same:
Did she or not say who they were or at least call one or two of them names.

Answer:
She did not call them names but gave me to understand who they were.

By same:
You said that she bought a candy heart of you and that she said that she was going to give it to her [Spicy] that she would give him her heart or as near it as she could.  Who did she say her [Spicy] was?

[Annotation in margin:  Excepted by Defendant.]

Answer:
She said that it was a brother of Lewis’s.

By same:
Did she or not say to you that she had had intercourse with an other than her husband?
Answer:
Yes, Sir.

By same:
Did she or not refuse to tell you who it [was]?

Answer:
Yes, Sir.  She refused to tell me.

[p. 10]  By same:
You spoke above of Defendant telling you about a man staying with her two nights and hugging and kissing her until the chickens crowed for day.  Please state who it was that she said stay with her.

Answer:
It is the same one that she said was her Spicy.

By same:
Did or not Defendant say in the same conversation that when she weened her child that she was going to take him and run off with him that he was not going until fall?

Answer:
Yes, Sir.

By same:
Were you or not well acquainted with both parties if so please state if Plaintiff did or not always treat her well and provide for her as well as he was able to do?

Answer:
He did so far as I know.

By same:
Is or not Plaintiff an industrious hard working man?

Answer:
He is so far as I know.

Question by Defendant:

Did you have [this] one conversation with Defendant before she and Plaintiff parted?

Answer:
I do not recollect [that] I did only to ask some questions.

By same:
How long did Plaintiff and Defendant live together?

Answer:
I do not recollect.

By same:
Did they or not live together 4 or 5 years?

Answer:
I do not recollect.  I reckon from an idea I could draw it some 3 or 4 years.
By same:
How often did you see Defendant during the time she and Plaintiff lived together?

Answer:
I do not recollect how often.  I was there frequently before they moved on the other side of the River and saw her after they did move frequently at other places.

By same:
How did it happen that you saw Defendant frequently at home, and other places, during the time she and Plaintiff lived together, and had but that one conversation with her?

Answer:
I did not say that I had but one conversation.

By same:
How many conversations did you say had had with Defendant.

Answer:  

I have not said how many I had had that I recollect of.

[p. 12]  By same:
Who was present when you and Defendant had the conversation detailed above by you?

Answer:
There was no person present but our two selves when she went to [set in] across the River.

By same:
What brought about this conversation between you and Defendant?

Answer:
I do not recollect.

By same:
What else did Defendant say in that time besides what you have stated?

Answer:  

I do not recollect of any thing more being spoked at that time.
By same:
How long were you and Defendant together at that time?

Answer:
I do not recollect how long we was.

By same:
Did you talk about nothing except what you have stated about her confession to you?

Answer:
I expect we did during the time we were together.

By same:
Can you tell of any thing else that was talked of by you?

Answer:
I recollect that we were talking something about the crop during the time we were together.

By same:
[p. 13]  To whom did you first communicate this conversation above?

Answer:
The first one that I said any thing to was the one she spoke of, the man she said she was going off with.  I told his mother of it.

By same:
How long did this conversation occur before Plaintiff and Defendant separated?

Answer:
I do not know, and do not recollect.

By same:
Did you ever communicate the conversation to Plaintiff?

Answer:
Yes, Sir.

By same:
When did you communicate it to him?

Answer:
I do not recollect.
By same:
Was it before or after the Plaintiff and Defendant separated?

Answer:
It was after.

By same:
Who commenced the conversation?  You or Defendant?

Answer:
She commenced it herself.

By same:
Did she voluntarily commence and tell you what you have stated above?

Answer:
Yes, Sir.  She did.

By same:
How often were you at the residence of Plaintiff and Defendant after the conversation with you and Defendant?

Answer:
I do not recollect.

[p. 14]  By same:
Were you there several times?

Answer:
I don’t recollect how many times I was there afterwards.  I know I was there.

By same:
How long after the conversation referred to before you communicated it to Plaintiff’s brother and mother?
Answer:
I don’t recollect how long.

By same:
Did you communicate said conversation to Plaintiff’s brother and mother before or after Plaintiff and Defendant separated?

Answer:
It was after.

By same:
State as nearly as you can how many conversations you and Defendant had during the time she and Plaintiff lived together on any subject or subjects.

Answer:
I cannot say how many.  I have no idea.

By same:
[The following text was stricken from the record:  How happened you to detail one conversation to the exclusion of all others without being asked for any particular one?

Answer:
I think it was enough to trouble the mind of any person.  I mean the conversation that I told his mother of.]

When you were first introduced do say you were asked if you and [p. 15] Defendant did have a conversation and if so to state what what it was—you in answer to that go on and detail a certain conversation which you say you and Defendant had—you also state that you and Defendant had so many conversations that you can give no idea how many they were.  Now when asked for a conversation without reference to any particular one what caused you to give the one you have given to the exclusion of all others.

Answer:
I understand the question.  I was summoned here to tell [what] I know about the conversation.

By same:
You have stated that the man referred to by Defendant in the conversation detailed by you was one of Plaintiff’s brothers.  Which one of his brothers was it?
Answer:
I shall not name his name.

[Annotation in margin:  Defendant moved court to compel witness to answer question.  Motion was overruled.  Excepted to.]

Question by Plaintiff:

You were asked by Defendant why you gave the conversation that you have above related in [deference] to all others.  Was it or not from the fact that you had been told [p. 16] by Plaintiff that he intended to have you summoned to prove said conversation?
Answer:
Yes, Sir.

By same:
Did or not Defendant say to you that Plaintiff treated her as well as she wanted him to treat her and brag on his good treatment to her?

Answer:
Yes, Sir.  She was taken on very much, while he was down the River and spoke of that.

By same:
Did or not Plaintiff always provide for her as well as any of his neighbors did for their wives?

Answer:
So far as I know any thing about it he did.

By same:
Did she or not say to you that she was afraid that he would kill himself at work trying to make as good a living as his Brother William did?

Answer:
She did.

Further the deponent sayeth not.

Elizabeth X Kinser [her mark]

* * * * * * * *

Also the deposition of Parrum Hazelip taken at the same time and place, for the same purpose, being first sworn, deposeth:

[Annotation in margin:  The Defendant excepted to the taking of this deposition.]

Question by Plaintiff:

Are you or not well acquainted with the Defendant in this action?  If so, please [p. 17] state and what you know about her and all you know about her having committed adultery and having intercourse with other men beside the Plaintiff in this action.

Answer:
I am well acquainted with them.  I knew her to cohabit with a man several times and knew her to go to the bed where a man was lying and get in the bed with him and lay [some / for] considerable time.
By same:
Do you or not know that she proposed to leave Plaintiff and run off with another man?

Answer:
She said something about it but I do not recollect what it was.

By same:
You said above that you knew of her cohabiting with another man several times.  Who was it and where was it?

Answer:
It was at the house where she lived and other places.

By same:
Did or not Plaintiff always treat her well and did he or not strive to make a good living and provide well for his family?

Answer:  I thought that he worked hard as any body and they seemed to have plenty when I was about.

[p. 18]  By same:
How long has the Plaintiff and Defendant lived in this state and county?

Answer:
I think that they was borned and raised in this county.

By same:
Have they or not lived in this state and county for the last twelve months just before the bringing of this suit?

Answer:
They have.

By same:
The cohabiting you spoke of, has it or not been within the last twelve months before the bringing of his suit?

Answer:
It has.

By same:
How long since you told Plaintiff of what you knew about her cohabiting with an other man beside himself?

Answer:
Two or three days.

Further the deponent sayeth not.

Parrum Hazelip

* * * * * * * *

